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FREDERICTON (NEW BRUNSWICK) – New Brunswick Environment Minister, and 2011-12 Chair of the Gulf of Maine Council, Margaret-Ann Blaney announced today the results of the 2007-2012 Gulf of Maine Council’s Action Plan. 
The Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment is a Canada/U.S. partnership of government agencies, non-government organizations and business interests which exchange information and engage in long-term planning to protect and enhance the environmental quality in the Gulf of Maine and its watersheds. 

“Every five years, the Gulf of Maine Council creates an action plan that provides a framework for the Council’s activities”, said Blaney. “Each action plan outlines the goals, outcomes and activities that the Council will pursue through its committees and partnerships.  As we close out the 2007-2012 Action Plan, we can conclude that important progress on the issues of environmental health, habitat protection and restoration, and climate change adaptation was achieved.” 

An evaluation of the numerous initiatives shows that during the 2007- 2011 period the Council funded 49 new habitat restoration projects that were delivered by municipal governments, non-profits organizations, and other partners. Habitat projects alone received federal grants totalling $2.5 million dollars, and attracted $3.8 million dollars in matching non-federal support. These projects restored 335 acres of salt marsh, 63 miles of stream, and restored access to 1,425 acres of lake spawning habitat.  
“We can all be very proud of the work accomplished under our 2007-2012 Action Plan,” said Dr. Donald Hudson, President Emeritus, Chewonki Foundation, “Presently, the dedicated individuals, partners, and organizations that make up the Gulf of Maine Council are working on releasing the new 2012-2017 Action Plan. Its focus, like past action plans, will be to ensure that the Council’s mission of maintaining and enhancing environmental quality in the Gulf of Maine continues for the benefit of current and future generations.”

The 2012–2017 Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment Action Plan will be presented to the public on Wednesday, December 7at a media event at the New Brunswick Museum in Saint John, New Brunswick. 
The Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment was established in 1989 by the Governments of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts to foster cooperative actions within the Gulf watershed. Today, the Council is comprised of Federal, State, and provincial government agencies, non-government organizations, and business interests which exchange information, engage in long-term planning, and facilitate on-the-ground initiatives and programs aimed at protecting and enhancing the Gulf of Maine, its watersheds and associated ecosystems.  
On an annual rotating basis, one of the five states and provinces serves as the Secretariat and coordinates the Council’s work.  New Brunswick has been tasked with leading the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment for 2011-2012. 

The Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment Action Plan 2007-2012 is available on the Council’s website at  www.gulfofmaine.org.

Media Contacts: Jim Hennessy, Public affairs, New Brunswick Department of Environment, 506-658-2116. jim.hennessy@gnb.ca; Theresa Torrent-Ellis, Maine State Planning Office, 207-624-6228, theresa.torrent-ellis@maine.gov .
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Background Information
Some key initiatives accomplished during the 2007-2012 period:

-In New Brunswick the Kennebecasis Watershed Restoration Committee projected water quality in Thompson Brook by fencing out cattle from the watercourse and creating a managed watercourse crossing. 

-New Brunswick spearheaded the creation of an Impervious Surface Coverage GIS product for southern New Brunswick. This tool is intended to assist planning authorities in achieving sustainable planning objectives related to the placement of new infrastructure in appropriate locations. 

-In Nova Scotia, the Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) provided financial support to the Clean Annapolis River Project.  This initiative restored ecosystem functions of the Moose River by removing the Clementsport Dam and ensuring fish passage through the establishment of a natural river channel. 
-In the area of oceans management the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) facilitated integrated planning and management of activities in Canada's marine environment. A key component of this function was the provision of information on the health of the marine environments, including ecological and economic conditions. 

-The web-based State of the Gulf of Maine Report  which was developed by DFO and GOMC partners aids municipalities, non-government organisations, policy makers, industry, and a variety of stakeholders in forming decisions on municipal planning, ocean management, environmental health, adaptation to climate change and improving resiliency, and reducing outputs of contamination. 

-The 2007-2012 period also saw the implementation of the Ecosystem Indicator Partnership (ESIP) through funding from sources such as the National and Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and U.S Geological Survey. ESIP created a regional framework for ecological indicators, began synthesizing data for various ecosystem health indicators, and produced web-based interactive maps and tools used by government, non-profit organizations, and the marine industry. 

-Funding from Environment Canada to the Gulfwatch Marine Chemical Contaminant Monitoring Program (Gulfwatch), ensured that data on contaminants continues to be collected which in turns feeds into ESIP.  Gulfwatch data provides contaminant trend information that is easily accessible to managers and decision makers. 

-Environment Canada’s involvement in the Council’s Climate Change Network (CCN) allowed for the development of several impact and adaptation studies/reports, and ensured that Environment Canada’s climate and weather data is available to support ESIP’s climate change indicators that demonstrate climate change trends.

-NOAA’s Habitat Restoration Partnership Grant funded important habitat restoration projects in cooperation with EPA National Estuary Programs in Maine, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts.  At Thomas Bay Marsh, Maine, a degraded saltmarsh was restored by increasing tidal flow to the wetland. In New Hampshire, the removal of dams at Merrimack Village, and Maxwell Pond restored passage to a variety of fish species, and a feasibility study was initiated for the removal of the Exeter River Great dam. At Newman Road Massachusetts, tidal flushing into a 32-acre  wetland was restored by replacing a deteriorated culvert with a box culvert that allowed for the upstream portion of the marsh to rejuvenate itself with nutrients from restored tidal flow.

-The EPA funded an educational initiative of the Watershed Action Alliance of Southeast Massachusetts. This program developed educational materials and training sessions to give support and momentum for local dam removal that would facilitate herring runs within the region.  At the Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies, EPA funding helped establish a volunteer monitoring program for Cape Cod Bay. The program recruited and trained volunteers on sampling techniques, analysis, and data reporting, and fostered a sense of stewardship for Cape Cod Bay.  

-The Council information and public awareness program continued to publish its world-class Gulf of Maine Times news source which is distributed widely to stakeholders in the Gulf of Maine. 
-Finally, in recognition of the outstanding contributions of those who worked to improve the overall health of the Gulf of Maine, the Council also presented environmental awards to those individuals, organisations, and industry who showed leadership, vision, stewardship, and innovation in their efforts to improve the wellbeing of the Gulf of Maine ecosystem and the communities. 
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Un plan d'action a contribué à protéger le golfe du Maine

NB

le 29 novembre 2011

FREDERICTON (CNB) – Un plan d'action quinquennal entre le Canada et les États-Unis a appuyé 49 projets de restauration de l'habitat dans le golfe du Maine et dans les environs. Ces projets ont permis de restaurer 134 hectares (335 acres) de marais salés et environ 101 kilomètres (63 milles) de cours d'eau, et de rétablir l'accès à 57 hectares (1425 acres) d'habitat de fraie des lacs.

« Tous les cinq ans, le Conseil du golfe du Maine sur l'environnement marin dresse un plan d'action dont le but est d'encadrer ses activités », a déclaré la ministre de l'Environnement, Margaret-Ann Blaney, qui préside le conseil pour 2011-2012. « Au terme du plan de 2007-2012, nous constatons que des progrès importants ont été réalisés dans les domaines de la santé environnementale; de la protection et de la restauration de l'habitat; et de l'adaptation aux changements climatiques. »

Une évaluation révèle que, de 2007 à 2011, le conseil a financé 49 nouveaux projets de restauration de l'habitat qui ont été menés à bien par des municipalités, des organismes sans but lucratif et d'autres partenaires. Pour les projets de restauration de l'habitat uniquement, les subventions fédérales ont représenté un total de 2,5 millions de dollars tandis que les fonds de contrepartie provenant d'autres sources se sont chiffrés à 3,8 millions de dollars.

« Nous pouvons tous être fiers du travail accompli dans le cadre de notre plan d'action 2007-2012 », a affirmé le professeur Donald Hudson, président émérite de la Chewonki Foundation. « Les particuliers et organismes dévoués qui sont membres du Conseil du golfe du Maine préparent actuellement le plan d'action 2012-2017. Ce plan, comme les plans d'action précédents, aura principalement pour objectif d'assurer la réalisation de la mission du conseil qui est d'accroître et de maintenir la qualité de l'environnement dans le golfe du Maine pour les générations actuelles et futures. »

Le plan d'action 2012-2017 sera présenté au public le mercredi 7 décembre lors d'une activité médiatique qui se tiendra au Musée du Nouveau-Brunswick, à Saint John. Ce nouveau plan d'action et une liste des projets réalisés dans le cadre du plan précédent sont disponibles sur le site Web du conseil.

Le conseil a été créé en 1989 par les gouvernements de la Nouvelle-Écosse, du Nouveau-Brunswick, du Maine, du New Hampshire et du Massachusetts afin de favoriser les efforts collectifs dans le bassin versant du golfe. Il se compose actuellement d'organismes publics fédéraux, provinciaux et des États ainsi que d'organismes non gouvernementaux et de représentants du secteur des affaires qui échangent de l'information, font une planification à long terme et participent à des programmes et initiatives terrestres qui ont pour but de protéger et d'améliorer la qualité environnementale du golfe du Maine, de ses bassins versants et de ses écosystèmes.

Un des cinq États et provinces assure à tour de rôle, sur une base annuelle, les services de secrétariat et coordonne les activités du conseil. C'est le Nouveau-Brunswick qui exerce ce rôle pour 2011-2012.

LIEN :

· Conseil du golfe du Maine sur l'environnement marin : www.gulfofmaine.org (en anglais seulement)
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RENSEIGNEMENTS POUR LES MÉDIAS :

Jim Hennessy, affaires publiques, ministère de l'Environnement, 506-658-2116, jim.hennessy@gnb.ca.

Theresa Torrent-Ellis, Maine State Planning Office, 207-624-6228, theresa.torrent-ellis@maine.gov.
