
ACTION PLAN 2012-2017

www.gulfofmaine.org/actionplan 6

GOAL 3 
Sustainable Communities
People who live and work in communities around the Gulf of Maine have information needed to adapt to the 
changing environment.

The Need for Regional Action: Goal 3
Millions of people live and work in the towns and cities 
surrounding the Gulf of Maine in Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Maine, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. Their 
economic prosperity and quality of life are tied directly 
and indirectly to the region’s ocean and coastal resources. 
Fishermen, beachside hotel owners, whale watch operators, 
and offshore wind investors are only a few examples of 
the many people whose livelihoods depend on continued 
access to and sustainable use of the Gulf’s natural capital. 
Achieving sustainability is especially important and 
challenging as people use the ocean in a growing multitude 
of ways and as climatic conditions change. Community 
members and coastal decision-makers in the states and 
provinces bordering the Gulf of Maine require accurate, 
relevant, and easy-to-use information in order to adapt 
successfully to these changes.

Goal 3 activities address the region's need for data, 
information, and partnerships to adapt to the changing 
environment.

OUTCOME 3.2

Community Stewardship
Community leaders around the 
Gulf of Maine have access to the 
information they need about 
sustainable approaches to using 
natural resources.

3.2.1   Recognize outstanding indi-
viduals, organizations, and businesses 
through the annual Gulf of Maine 
Visionary, Longard, Snow-Cotter, and 
Sustainable Industry Award Programs. 

3.2.2   Engage community-level partners 
and facilitate region-wide information 
exchanges about sustainable practices.

ACTIVITIES OF THE GULF 
OF MAINE COUNCIL

OUTCOME 3.1

Understanding of How People 
Use the Gulf of Maine
Coastal decision-makers have the 
information they need to understand 
the ways that people use and affect 
the Gulf of Maine.

3.1.1   Support region-wide exchange 
of information about human uses and 
values of the Gulf of Maine.

ACTIVITIES OF THE GULF 
OF MAINE COUNCIL

A working waterfront along the coast of the Gulf of Maine.
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