RAT SURVEY OF BOSTOHN HARBOR ISLARDS

Subtmitted by:
Edward R. Ladd, Wildlife Bilologist
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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INTROTUCTION

At the request of the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, a survey
was undertsken of 30 major islznds in the Boston Harbor area. The
prime purpose of thie survey was to determine the presemce of rats (Rat-

tus narvecicus), their lccations on the islends, relative atundacce, and

evailable focd--another factor that contributes to the support of rst

populations. In sddition, other mammals and bird coloaies were noted.

PP"’CED.;uE

The shore line of each of the islands was walked and notes were
nade of varioue rat signs--droppings, tracks, trails, burrows, or feed-
ing sites. Availlable fcod supplies--e: isting dumps, mussel beds, pic-
nicking ‘or camping refuse, gull feeding and lcafing areas--also ware

recorded whare thay were believed to help support the rat population.

Wherever possible, informetion was requested of persons living,

working, or otherwise essociated with the various islanda as to rat

numbers they had observed, their locétions, and existing control pro-

grams. These people aleo were very helpful in pointing out other wild-

Iifa:inhabiting the various islands,.

RESTLTS

Rasults of ths survey are ccvc—ﬂd in the attachad map outlines of
esch {sland. Location, relative numbers, end supporting factors of
each rat cclony, or areas of scatterad individusls are plotted.
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In summary, all of the islands (except Sheep, Hangman's, Snake, and
Rainsford) were found to have rat populations. - The degree of infestation
| appears to be directly associated with the emount of food available to
support a population. Thé majority of the available food is classified
as natural, such as mussel beds, shellfish remains left by gulls, preda-

tion on ground-nesting birds, and dead fish or marine life that wash

ashora.

Of secondsry importance is the apparent food material being washed
in frowm the harbor. This material has several possible sources, inclu-
ding individual sewage outfalls, mmicipal sewage, and material dumped

from the small craft and ship traffic in the harbor.

A third noticeable source of food is the refuse and debris left
by people using the {sland, such as picnickers and campers. Although
this is parhaps thc most noticaab;e, its aggregate value is zalatively
_small and is not believed to coﬁtfibuta-much more than incidental sup-

port to rats.

As ; supplement to the rat survey, three {slands were found to
have bird colonies of interest and perhaps worthy of additional con-
gideration., Snske Island in Winthrop has a common tern breeding colony
of apptcxtmately 200 birds. Little Calf Island, and nearby shag rocks,
have good-sized cormorant nesting colonies. The third area of inter-
est is the southwest end of Paddock's Island where a Black-crowned
Kight Heron rookery was located. Although it was nof located, & omall

egret colony was also reported on Peddock's Island.

RECGITOTATIONG

Rat Control: At the pfasent time, rat control is not recommended
on the undevelopad end uninhabited islands {n Poston Harbor. When

Py




planned development for recreational purpcses is initisted, the following

ghould be considered.

1. An intensive rat control program se conducted just prior to any
construction or deveIOpment: The prime objective of such a program would
be the complete elimination of rats. All méthods of control should ba
utilized. Thig would include active baiting of burrows with a fast-
acting toxicant; peripheral baiting of the shore line; and cleanup con- '

trol. Materiale to be used would include both fast-acting and enticoagulant-

1

type toxicants; and burrow-fumigsating gases. Such a progrem chould be

uvndertsken under the direction of a trained supervisor, to insure proper

coverage and the highest degree of safety.

2, Bach islend developmen; plan should include proper aanitary
facilitics, rubbigh recsptacles, and a plan for proper rubbish remaval;
This is extremely importent wheg complete rot elimination i3 not
possible. Any rcsident rat population on an igland subjected to a
large influx of people, and the associated incresse in food, would tend

to expand to the limits of the new food source.

3. An adequate maintenance and pickup system should be considered
to insure that all rubbish is cleaned up and disposed of in a proper

mannar.

4. A maintenance rat control system should ba included in the
operation of each iglsnd development. This system should have the
ability to detect and correct any rat problexs that may arise in the

future.

5, Continued effort should be made to sliminate waste materisl
from baeing deposited in the general harbor ares. This would include

-
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- proper private, municipal, and industrial sewage disposal., Waste dis-

posal into the harbor by ships and small craft is a part of the prob-

lem. Emphasis and effort to curb these discharges should continua.

L

Elimination of waste materials, having any food value, from the
Boston Harbor area thould depress resident rat populations by reducing

the ezmount of food available.

OTHER WILDLIFE "

Evexry affort should be made fo protect the bird colonies found on
Snake, Little Calf, Shagrocks, and Peddock's Islands. Protection in
these areas should include isclation, to the point of prohibited inter-

ference from development and human exclusion--ag much as possible.




JURISDICTION

BOSTCN HARBOR ISLANDS, ACREAGE, AND CWNERSHIP

ISLAND ACREAGE CWNER
Boeton Deer 210.6 City of Boston (116.6)
| ‘ U. S. Government ( 64.0)
Hetr;nolitan D{strict Commigsion ( 30.0)
", Gallops '16.2 R. Mantia
Gaorges 28 Matropolitan DtntriEK Commission
Long 213.2 City of Boston (213.1)
U. S. Government ¢ .1)
_Lovell 61,7 Matropolitan District Commission { 56.1)
U. S. Government ( 5.6)
Rainsford 11.4 City of Boston
Spectacle 96.9 Citj of Boston { 71.1)
] T. McMshon, Trustee ( 23.7)
: Spectacle Island Trust
; International Goodwill
i Foundation, Inc. {( 2.1)
| Thomoson 157 Thompson Acadeny
.Hingham Button 75 Town of Hincham
Lanzlee & Town of Hinghan
Ragged 3.9 Town of Hinghanm
Sailer 2 Town of Hinchem
”Hull ﬁflf Bumfkin 27 ‘Burrace Hospital Association
”” _Calf 17.2 M. Vincenzo
Greater Brewster 23:1 Greater Brewster Trust

Russell H. and Rosemary Lawry, Trustces
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Bull &’// Green

JURISDICTION__ISLAKD
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ACREAGE GWNER
1.8 J. Fox (East Part)

R. Corea (West Part)

Hog 8.5 U. S. Government
" Little Brewstar B 1.5 U. S. Government
‘ u” Little Calf .85 M. Vincenzo
V// Middle Brewster 0 A, Quigley and R. Cashman
P/// Quter Brewster 17.5 R. Carlson
: Peddocks 113 Metrenolitan District Cormission
{ Quincy l'///‘r’iamgzmen «25 No record.
-Moon 44,6 City of Boston
¢/ Raccoon 3 G. O'Leary
! Hevmouth V///Grane 50 S. Valenti
] b//‘Sheen 2 ¥. snd M. Carolan
§ L~ Slate 12.4 David Bstes Clapp
i Memorial Aasociation
H R . - eyt
: Winthrop Snaks 2 Town of Winthrop

i
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| e B o - . - . - DEER ISLAMD
S . Date Surveyed: August 2-3, 1971

DEER ISLAND is south of Winthrop and east of the Logan International Airport. It is con-

nected to Winthrop by & causeway. Rat populations are very small, with isolated colonies

I .
near the Suffolk County House of Correction (#1), the MDC Sewage Treatment
. L ] . . 2
[Plant (#2), and north of Fort Dawes (#3). Another isolated colony was

found neér piles of solid waste deposited by the MDC (#4). Occasional
rat signs vere noted along the northeast seawall (#5), particularly

along drainage ditches.

F s ) -

ICONTRDL RECOMMENDATIONS: Continuation of the rat control program at the House of

Correction is recommended but further control

t
i-i.s not necessary unless recreational areas are ?a
"

‘developed. T o : E A\

éca'mma WILDLIFE: A large populAETon loE rr.eadow mice

w&s found in the Fort Dawes area. A few pheaaants
;;nd at least one family of ruccoons are also in the

‘area.

S I W Ty )




w07 _ o | : ~ -~ GALLOPS ISLARD
i ' - _ _ ‘s - Date Surveyed: August 6, 1971

GALLOPS ISLAND is one of three located in Boston Harbor, east of Long Island. -
It has & heavy and extensive rat population. A severe and large rat population ‘.
exists in Area #1, extending from the old piers down the entire beach. ; L

L

Availsble foods to support this population are the }arge mussel beds just off
the beach, supplemented by picnic refuse and debris washed in from the harbor.
A second extensive rat population 48 found on the hillside leading up from the
‘geawall on the north side of the island. This hillside is well spotted with

‘active burrows and well-defined trails. A large portion of the supporting foods

i in the area come from shellfish and other debris.

dropped by gulls. In Area #3, there

is & scattered rat population living

in the hillside and old drzinpipes. Again, debris dropped by

. gulls furnishes most of the available food.

 CORTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Before any recreational development is undertsken on this

%island, an extensive rat control program tshould be undertaken. Any facilities

i

jplanned must {nclude adequate trash disposal to keep supporting foods at & minimum.
This will be wost 1mpor£ant in the beach sres. Rat control also will be necessary

‘on an "as_needed" basis, particularly during the summer months.

~

. OTHER WILDLIFE: The north side of the island is used extensively as a loafing and

- feeding area by gulls. ) . W B
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LR - ' ’ . GEORGES ISLAND
. _ - : ‘ Date Surveyed: August 6, 1971

GEORGES IéLAﬁD is one éf Ehreg located east of #ong Island in Boston Harbor. '
The island {s owned and-malhtaingd as a public park by the Hetrobolitaﬁ' *®
District Commission. The main aftgaction is Ft. Warren. A féw rat signs
‘were fouPd at the modified, landfill dump located in Area #1. Weil-defiued
rat trails were located in Area #2, along the fence separating the ﬁhora
area from the Fort embankment. - Rats are using th.. embankment for their
burrows. A minor rat problem exists at the MDC Building in Area #3, and

#

‘occasionally within the Fort itsalf,
;In Area #4, rat activity was 1ocated along
éthe seawall aﬁd up into the grass area and
fﬁhe old ‘gun emplacement. A few additionmal
jrat treils and burrows were found in

Area $5, the seawall, and the earth em-.

| pankment of tne Fort. Available food is

;-nmainly refuse deposited by people visiting thﬂ
'-1sland Much of this may be too amall to warrant L
- an efficient pickup by maintenance crews.’ Additional food is supplied byl
:;gulls in Area #5. Shore Iine feeding on debris washed in from the harbor

_i{s a third source of food.

CONTRDL R,COHMENDATIONS' ‘Rat control presently is done'on an "as needed" basis

by the MDC. The practice is sufficient to maintain the rat population at a low
';and tolerable level.
“OTHER WILDLIFE: None.

i
L
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o | ‘ , i S LONG ISLAND
i - - . Date Surveyed: July 30-
j - : . ~ August 2, 1971

LONG ISLAND is located in Boston Harbor southeast of the Logan International
i . - |
Airport. Major facilities include the City of Boston's Long Island Hos-

pital, abandoned Fort Strong, and various storage buildings. In Area #1, - >

Old Fort Strong, rat activity extended down the shore from the end

From this point down the

-

*of the seawall to the first old gun bumker.
shore to a point opposite the hospital's baseball diamond, rats and
‘their associated signs were scattered and light, In Agea #2, the shore

rat signs were scattered indicating

-

line embankment below the hospital proPér,

a light population. This type of activity extends down the shore to the

crescent-shaped beach. At this point, Area #3, the population and signs

bec@me fairly heavy. At the end ofi:z the island, at the base of the

bridge, rat signs became heavy. 2 | In Area #4, scattered rat signs

appeared along the shore. In Area #6 rat signs wera fairly hesvy in

the vicinity of the old pler and | decreased in amount up the shore

" toward the old Fort. Area #5, the hospital proper, had a rat problem

at most buildings. The hospital has a rat control program to keep
the problem under control. Recent changes in trash removal have

helped in their rat control program.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: The present control program at the hospital

- appears adequate in and around buildings. To prevent pogsible reinvasion
- from the shore line, some control measules should be undertaken on a periodic

basis. This would be most advisable in the general area of the old pier, Area #6.

No control is recommended at this time for Fort Strong or the bridge area. These

-~

areas should, however, be included prior Y to any future shore iine developmeat,

such as swimming or picnicking. "Included in such development should be

proper trash disposal and sanitary ff facilities.

' _ -l = (See other sida.)
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gongbirds were observed.

OIHER WILDLIFE: Pheasants, cottontail rabbits, meadow mice, and a vart&ty of

e e
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" " : | ‘ . LOVELL ISLAMD

Date Surveyed: August 6, 1971

LOVELL ISLAND {s one of three located east of Long Island in Boston Harbar.

Anr extsntive, fairly large snd continuoua rat populatton exists in the L
erea just above the beach on the sQuthwest sida of the island, Areas #1 and

‘#4 on the map. Tracks, burrows, an§ other signs can be located aaaily.

Some rat actiéity exists at the olq gun eﬁplacamsnts at Afaai #2 and #3.

ouse at Area #6.

Trgch and rat burrows were located at the old guard
jIn generél. Lovéll Island has a fairly

extensiva rat population--the location of
ite varioua's'egmantl seemingly dependent
;oq available food. .ﬁuch of the aﬁailebla'
~ food supply is associated vifh the shore
;Iiua,'debris washed in, and vari;us
:shellfi.sh brought in by biz‘ds or the
;tides. The largest problum area is tha beach
; EThis also is an’ area of high tgcreatiqnal use. The
?numbar of péopla using this beach ares are undoubtediy
jcontributing food or‘refusa ﬁo suppo;ﬁ th&ﬁrats. As wifh all -
:iha islgnda, the greatest source of food is debris from the harbor

1 _ :
. ! end shellfish, such as missels that wash ashore.

' CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Lovell Island.is presently in need of rat.

fcoutrol in Areas £1& marked om the map; There also is-a great need for %

jfsci;ities and trash collection in Areas #1 and #4. These are the areas of 3raltést

ipublic use.

“;OTHER WILDLIFE: The ieland is used as a loafing and feeding area by gulls and other

sherebirds. Meadow mice were found in ths grassy areas. -
i E . .

-5-
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" 'RAINSFCRD ISLAMD

Date Surveyed: August 6, 1971

RAINSFORD ISLAND is located southeast of ﬁong Island in Boston Harbor; Cld rat signs

(burrows and tunnels) were located on the northeast embankment of the island. It is

judged that a rat population on this island is extremely small to nonexistent.

. CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: None at present.

-

'the previoué'day; From their description it was proEably a garter snéka.

" OTHER WILDLI?E:_ Campars on the island at the time of survey had captured a snake




SR D, g : _ SPECTACLE ISLAND
Date Surveyed: August 11, 1971

, SPECTACLE ISLAND is located in Boston Harbor, west of Long Island and south of :

| conpistently in the grass. Available foods

] end other materiazl dropped by gulls, end

L,

3ot

SR S S-S

'éraney top.on the north end
" feeding on the shore have numerous

'top of the area. Rat burrows are not

Logan International Airport. Thie island was for

many years ugsed as the rubbish dump for matro-

ﬁolitan_Boaton. An extensive and fairly
large rat colony is to be found in Area #1, the

of the island. Rats
rails leading up to the
clusterad, but scattered

' re believed to ba shellfish
ebris washed in on the ehore

from inner Boston Harbor. A second rat colony 1is found along tha

southwast cofnar of the island, Area {£2. ege animals probably are |
supported by the nearby muqasl beds in additicn to debris that
washes in. Additionai r;;hsigns ara‘
east aﬁd southcast cormer. Shére line
source of food. There is little indication that the old dump or incinerator eitas

supports many rats. Almost the entire rat population is on the ghore linse,

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: HNone at present. Future development will neccossitate

{ controls prior to coastruction and maintenance programs during operational periods.

"OTHER WILDLIFE: Several ﬁheaaants were located in Area #1. Presurmably, this is a

lelf-aupporting population ranging the whole island.

po A P - R .y - © -



the east shore, and the salt pond at Areas #3,

. e W F e IR T e - e
o ) : . - - DHOMPSON ISLAND

=] * _ ' _ Date Surveyed: August 10, 1971
. | ' ) . h *
THOMPSON ISLAND is locsted north of Squantum at the mouth of the Neponset River.

-

Rats were scattered between a road and the shore west of the Thompson Academy Pier 2
and the salt pond inlet (Area #1).° The west tip of the island (Area #2) had a

large nimber of rat signs. Rats were scattered,'otﬁerwise, along the south shore,

7) P4, #5, #6, and #7.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rat control programs conducted by Thompson Academf should
be continued. - Rats at the west end of the island should be controlled, if and when

the area is developed for recreational purposes.

-

OTHER WILDLIFE: Common egrets, killdeer, pheasant, a green heron, and miscellaneous

i shorebirds were noted during the survey.

SRS
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. ment plans. Additional rat control should be conducted as needed.

1
3
1
1
4

i
|

. o TS | ~ BUTTON ISLAND

. Date Survefqd: July 22, 1971

- )
r

BUTTON ISIANﬁ ie the smallest of the four town-owned islands in Hingham Harbor. A

emall amount of.freah rat sigﬁs were located along the entire shoreline. Available

. foods are débris washed in from the harbor, some picnic refuse, and nearby mussel

beds. Amount of rat gigns and activity iﬁdicate a small rat populsation.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Control of rats should take place prior to any development.

| Adequate sanitary and trash collection methods should be incorporated in the develop-

- T % : -

. OTHER WILDLfFE:_ Meadow mouse activity was found in the grassy areas.

g




* LANGLEE ISLAND
” " : B Date Surveyed: July 23, 1971

e o i

e i b e ekt i

ST P,

| -

LANGLEE ISLAND is one of four_towﬁ-owned islands in Hingham Harbor. Rat signs and
activity are fairly heavy at the numbered areas shown on the map. Additional rat
activity is scattered along the entire shore line, above the high tide mark. This

igland has fairly heavy use during the summer by swimmers and picnickers, parti-

" i cularly at the beach area (#1). Available food that supports the rat population is
i washed in by the tide, mussel beds, and a considerable amount of refuse left by

. people.

- - = Fag

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Since this island ﬁreaently is Séing,used qufté extensively

by people during the summer, some rat control is needed. Any rat control undertaken
ghould have close supervision and surveillance in order to be effective and safe.
Depending upon the time of year that controls are donducted, either a fast-acting

toxicant or an anticoagulant coupled with a cleanup should reduce the rat problem.

_ OTHER WILDLITE: None.

- 10 -
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e ' ' : | R R | RAGGED ISLAND
Date Surveyed: July 23, 1971

i '

5 RAGGED ISLAND is one of the four tcwn-owned islands located in Hingham Harbor. Signs

i & :
; of an old rat infestation were located in Aress #1 and #2, shown on the map. Neither

E'area is very extensive in size, and both are located along the shore line. A few
+ 4ndividual rats probably are located on the island. The few rats present probably

é feed along the_shore line on debris being washed in. Their natural foods are sup-

q

i plemented to a degree by refuse left by picnickers that éccasibnally frequent the

fé'island.

- CONTROL RECOMEEHDATIONS: At present, the rat poﬁulation is too small. to warrant any

j-;bntrols. With the development of any recreational facilities, control should be

}-
1 :
j undertaken to counteract a corresponding rise in rat numbers. Proper and adequata

j sanitation, and permanent bait stations should be incluéed.in the development plans.

_; OTHER WILDLIFE: Several pairs of common terns were present, and probably nested on

. the island. Juvenile terns in the harbor area suggest that resting was successful.

s 1=
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probably is limited by the amount of avQilable food.

e - - L - S . SATLOR ISLAND

. Date Surveyed: July 22, 1971 -

i

SAILOR (or Sarah) ISLAND is one of four town-owned islands in Hingham Harbor. Rat

activity is light. Areas of small concentrations were found on the north side and

. east end, as indicated on the map. Scattered rat signs can be found along the shore

line. Available food consists of debris washed in by the tide and from vessels.

A limited amount of picnic refuse is available.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: At present, no control appears needed. The rat population

OTHER WILDLIFE: Meadow mice,

- I12 -




e | o " BUMPKIN ISLAND
' ' Date Surveyed: Juli 23, 1971

e

BUMPKIN ISLAND is located in Hingham Bay, west of Sunset Point, Hull., An extensive -
and continuous rat population exists along the entire south shore of the island g

. (#1 on the map). Rat droppings, burrows, and piles of mussel shells

indicate a fairly large population. This is

" one of the few islands surveyed where

. rats were seen feeding along the tide

* +1ine. Small, scattered rat areas
' were located along the remaining

indicated by #2-5 on the map. No signs of rat activity yere located op ..~ " '
. - tiie interna

-

portion of the island. The bulk of available foods supporting the rats is debris
; éashed in from the harbor and mussels in nearby beds. Some matural food, in the

- form of berries and fruit, is available, but there was iittlé'evidence that.lt was

. being utilized.
. CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: None at present.

" OTHER WILDLIFE:" This island has a varied bird population, both nesting and visiting.

. Meadow mice are present in grassy areas.

i

shore line, -

S
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Date Surveyed: August 5, 1971

CALF ISLAND is located north of Great Brewster Island and west of Middle Brewster Island
i{n the outer harbor group.' Scattered rat colonies were found around the island as shown

on the map. Active burrows and runways indicate moderate rat numbers. Natural food

* probably is limited to gull eggs and chicks. Picnickers and campers may leave food on

the island during the summer months. 'Tidal debris may be an additional source of food.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: No control is necessary at this-time unless tha ieland is

i by .
developed for camping. _ - : )

OTHER WILDLIFE: A few gull nests were noted.
' ' - 14 -




" Brewster is the site of the Boston Light; Most of Greater Brewster

L PR . R SR e el il A FY TR

L | | : - GREATER AND LITTLE

BREWSTER ISLANDS -

Date Surveyed: Augﬁst 5, 1971

GREATER BREWSTER and LITTLE BREWSTER ISLANDS are located south of L .

Calf Island between Lovell and ﬁigdle Brewster Islands. They are

" connected by a gravel bar which is exposed at low tide. Little

.has been burned recently and rat numbers were low. Burrows were found

. pear old bunkers at the south end. Scattered droppings and burrows -

-

were found along the seawall and embankment above it on the northeast

- and south shores. Many burrows appeared abandoned. - Rats on Little

Brewster were found associated with the Coast Guard Buildings\and along

' the shore. Natural food was scarce on both islands, so it is assumed

Station is done under cﬁntrac: and should be

‘migrate ecross the gravel bar from Greater

_ OTHER WILDLIFE: Nesting gulls on

that tidal debris is the major.food source.

b

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rat control work at the Coast Guard
_continued._ Rats
Brewster, making a

constant control effort neceésary. Control activities on

-

Greater Brewster -are not nécassary at this time..

Greater Brewster.

.15 -
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kg I ' ﬂ -~ ©  GREEN ISLAMD
- Date Surveyed: August 5, 1971

GREEN ISLAND is the northernmost island in the outer Boston Harbor. Three rat
colonies utiiize most of the available soil on the island. Available food con-

 sists of mussels and possibly some garbage. This rat population is smzll.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rat control would be in order even though the island

L

- 18 to be left as a natural wildlife area. " e

OTHER WILDLIFE: Herring gulls and cormorants.

-16 -
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o ) : - HOG ISLAND

. Date Surveyod: July 23, 1971

HOG ISLAND is a government-owned radar site, located in.the bay between the Towns of
Hull ond Nanoaoket. ﬁats are present in the areas indicated on the map: Area #1,
the causeway and dock area; Area #2, the hilloida; and Areas #3, the stone riprap
part--and occasionally inside the underground bunkers. Rat control is conducted

as needed by’ peraonnel stationed at the site and by the U. S. Arxrmy Pest Control Di-

vision stationed at Fort Devens, Ayer, Massachusetts. Rats in general feed along

the shore line on debris and mussels washed in by changing tides.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: No additional coatrols are needed. Adequate controls are

utilized on an ""as needed" basis.

OTHER WILDLIFE: Meadow mice are present in heavily-grassad-aréas.

- 17 -




. left by the tide.

' . o x 9 o " - LITTIE CALF ISLAI

o} "Date Surveyed: August 5, 1971

e

LITTLE CALF ISLAND is located between Green and Calf Islands in outer Boston Harbor.

_‘One small rat colony was found in the sparse soil on top of 20 to-BO-foot-stone

cliffs, Fodd'probably consists of cormorant eggs and chicks in séasoﬁ, and debris

== o w2 & .

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: None at this time.

OTHER WILDLIFE: This island has aﬁ active_cormorauc.;ééiiﬁé colphﬁ an& no develop-
ment should ba done which would endange; it. Rat control should not be necessary .
unless cormorant nesting diminishes significantly. iwenty-flva or thirty acti*a
nasts were noted at the time of survey.

- T =
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o ,- - MIDDLE BREWSTER ISLAKD

-

HIDDLE.BREWSTER ISLAND is west of Outer Brewster Island and east of Calf'ana
ﬁreate; Brewster Islends. Rat éigns'weré found arqﬁnﬁlghe entire shore but

‘f wefe in greateét.ﬁumbera along.the'séﬁthﬂéat and northﬁest shore. A.recent

fire had pgrnéd.one-third to one-haif of thé island, eliminating much céver.
Fﬁod is priﬁariiy_mmsséls, gull qﬁicks and eggs, and- dead gulls.. Ga;baga.

probably is not & signifieanf source of food because the island is located

-
L

in outer Boston Harbor. : 1 L : ' B B e

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rats are not being controlled at the present, and
future control programs probably are not necessary if the island is to be

left as a natural area.

OTHER WILDLIFE: No meadow mice signg were noted. Many gulls nest on the

east end of the {sland.

- 19 -
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' _ QUTFR BREWSTER ISLAND

j' . ooy ' ' : - Date Surveyed: August 5, 1971

o~

OUTER BREWSTER.ISLAND is located east of liddle Brewster Islénd-in the outer island
group. " Rat numbars were heavy along'the_top of rock cliffs on the south shore and

in-a dirt embankment below a long bﬁnkar on the north'shore, Area #2. No rat aigns
wvere found on the eastern end, where Herring gull nests were #bundant. Rat nuébers
on the wesy'énd, A;ea #3, were low. _Natural fpod wag abundant and included wuasal,
beds, déad gulls, gull chicks and eggs in season, aﬁd possibly young meadow mice..

Garbage probably is not a sign;ficant food source as thé island is protected from

harbor currents by the other Brewster Islands and Calf Island.

CONTROL RECOMMEEDATIONS: Rat control is mot necessary if the island is to be left

& natural area.

L4

OTHER WILDLIFE: Meadow mice, herring gulls, and barn swallows were ﬁreaen: on

this island. - | -2 -

i
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numbers along the north and west shore, Area #2. Droppings and

the southeast andlporth-shdreg of West Head, had a fe

at Prince Head.

conducted if and when the West Head region is developed

- | , ‘ ‘ g . PEDDOCKS ISLAND

PEbDOCK'S ISLAND is situated about halfway between Hull and Hough's Neck inm '
]

Quincy, and is separated from the mainland by Hull Gut and West Gut re-
spectively., It is unique in that® it iz the only Boston Harbor island

having extensive forests. On East Head, rat signs were .found in moder

-

numbers scattered along the southeast shore, Area #1; and in light\ﬂ

other signs were found in abandoned. bunkers, Area #3. A heavy
'

concentration of rats was found adjacent to mussel beds on the

southwest shore of West Head, Area #5. This area is directly
across West Gut from the Nut Island sewage disposal plant whic

may supply nutrients to mussel beds. Areas #6 and #4, on

scattered rat signs. No rat 8CﬁiVitV was found
RN

0 Heron ﬁ
Rookery

t

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Rat control is not necessar at present but should be

as a recreation area.

OTHER WILDLIFE: Pigeons and pheasants were cormon on the island. The MDC custodian

at East Head advised us that Egrets and Black-crowned Night Herons wera-nesiing on

“the island. The Black-crowned Night Heron rookery was found in apple trees on West

Head. Later, 5 Great Blue Herons were séen fl&ing over West Head. Whether or not

[ ’ ' = . ; 5.2 ' Data Surveyed: August 10, 1971

AT

Great Blue Herons and Black-crowned Night Herons are nésting in the same area {s not known

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Every effort should be made to preserve heron nesting

,

areas, including the exclusion of humans.

*21_' - . s




‘ oo o - ' ; . : HANGMAN ISLAMND
g Date Surveyed: August 5, 1971
&
8
¢

L
HANGMAK ISLAND is located in Quincy Bay, due west of Peddocks Island., No
rats or rat signé were found. - ‘ & ' C o .
'CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Nome. '
OTHER WILDLIFE: Ruddy turnstones; herring gulls, and cormorants were seen
loafing on rocks on the north end of the island.

-'22 =




S -’ - MOON ISLAND
Date surveyad: August 2, 1971

6

¥
HQOS ISLAND i8 located ip Boston Har@or, east of Squantum. The entire island has a
fairly iarge rat popglafion. ArééQ with the highegt Q;t pgbélétionsfare indicated on
the map: Areg #1 1s the'riprap ar2a north of_thé severage beds. Rate are in the rip-
rap and feediﬁg along the shore. Area #2 has a high rat populatioﬁ and is the parking
lot useg by fishermen (just beyénd tﬁa caretékef'é office) down to the sewage outfall,
- Again, rats ;re in the-dtone riprap and;in the embankment behind the:parkipg lot. The
prime source of foo& 1ﬁ thie area is the debris and fish left by fishermen. Area #3
is the sténe Qeawall along the fire department training area. Rats afe in the upper
fottion of the wall. Available foods are mostly gafﬁage and fish left by fishermen.
Area #4 ia_the area across the road from the polic; firiﬁg range. Soﬁe rat signg were
noted. Rats frequently are seén crossing the road into the old sewerage beds. Area #5
lis the crbséway leading to Squantum. It is the price boﬁrca of invasion by rats-;nd
£ﬁ itself has s populatioﬁ in the stone riprﬁp. Available foods are mussel beds,- .

debris washed in, and refuse left by users of the area. .

- (See other side.)
- 23 -
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CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS:

This island is in need of immediate cleanup and rat control,

pirticularly in the areas used by fishermen.

|
I

OTHER WILDLIFE, Grey squirrels, skunks, and meadow mice were noted.

&
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Date Surveyed: July 22, 1971
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RACCOON ISLAND is located at the mouth of the Weymouth Fore Riﬁer, just east of

Hough's Neck. Some old rat signs were located in Area #1, ghown on the map.®

It is suSpectéd that a very small rat population is associated with the island's

" shore line. Available foods are materials worked in by the tides, musséls,‘snd

_:limited picnic refuse.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: No controls are recommanded at this time, The present

population is too small to warrant time or expenditure of funds.

OTHER WILDLIFE: Double-crested cormorants, herring gullé, and Black-back gulls

were loafing.on the island. Meadow mouse signs were evident.

-
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shore of the island, generally in the banks and heavy brush. Areas #1 and #3 on

il

" GRAPE ISLAID

Date Surveyed: July 22, 1971

GRAPE ISIAND is located in Hiﬁgham Harbor off the mopth of the Weymouth Back River.

The rat popuiation is fairly large and well scattered along the south and eastern

the map show the location of highest concentrations. The remainder of the island
shore line has a scattered rat population. Campers on the islaﬁﬂ at the time of

the survey indicated rats in lérge numbers during the night at the camp sites.

‘Rats feed along the shore line on debris washed in and on mussel beds. This food

is supplemented during the summer months by a fair amount of camper and picnickcr

refuse. A few scattered rats are-to be found inland £rom the shore.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: This island is used quite heavily during'phe sutmer months

for camping snd picnicking. To reduce the amount of food available to rats,

adequate trash containers and sanitary facilities should be provided. With future .

.
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toxicants k6 prior to the summer months, and a follow-up with anticoagulant baits
as spot treatment during the summer season should keep rat numbers at a tolerable

level. : ) .

OTHER WILLLIFE: Active meadow mduse signs were observed in grassy areas. The
{sland also has a varied bird population, both as residents (mostly songbirds)

and visitors (gulls, cormorants, sandpipers, etc.)
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- ' .- SHEEP ISLAND
_ Date‘Surveyed; July 22, 1971
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SEEEP ISLAND is located in Hingham Bay, southeast of ?eddocks Island. Ho‘rats

.

or rat signs were found.

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: Nome.

OTHER WILDLIFE: This island serves as a loafing area for Herring Gulls.

Black-back Gulls, and various sandpipers and other shore birds.

- 26 -,
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e S L T SLATE ISLAND

pDate Surveyed: July 22, 1971

ar

SLATE ISLAHD is- located off the mouth of Weymouth Back River in Bingham Bay. Acﬁiva

rat signs vere located on the north end of the island, Area #1 on tha map, on top

of ledges._ A gimilar emount of activity was found on the southeast side of the

i-illand Area #2. A lesser amount of rat signs was found in the cove, on the .

south aide of tha ialand. ‘Generally, rsts were feeding slong the shore line Qnd
on barries and other natural foods. Other food aoﬁrcea are debris washed {n by -

the tides. o iy = = S ' N

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: ~This is an active rat ﬁopulation and control is noeded
prior to any recreational davclopuzné. Accqusate aanitary facilitieu and a trash

removal system should be included in the development plans to keep available

=27 - ’ . (See other side.)
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. food to a minimum. Rat reduction will be necessary prior

- geagon and on an "as needed" basis during the summer.

OTHER WILDLIFE: Meadow mice.

A e " et N

to the recreation

prETe.




 on the island and significantly efféct tern reproduction.

“killdeer and sanderlings, feed along the shore.
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e o - o . ' SNAKE ISLAXD

& = " Date Surveyed; August 3, 1971

SNAKE ISLAND is located in the Winthrop Basin between Logan International Airporﬁ

. and the Deer Island causeway. _ﬁb rat signs were noted during the survey.

-

CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS: No control is necessary unless rats become established

OTHER.HILDLIFE: About 200 territorial common terns were observed, indicatihé =}
" nesting colony on the island, Several young terns seen_flying and on the shore .-

" were further evidence of tern nesting. Several species of ahérebirds, including

[ : =

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: This island ‘should not be devalopéd, but should be

preserved as a sanctuary for nesting terns.

)
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