
ESIP, formed as a committee of the Gulf of Maine Council 
on the Marine Environment, is made up of expert advisors 
and volunteers from 73 organizations in the U.S. and 
Canada who provide information for a web-based reporting 
system for marine ecosystem monitoring.

TheThe first of eight planned fact sheets―four have been 
published already by ESIP―describes the partnership itself, 
lists the organizations represented by advisors and 
volunteers and explains how ESIP was established in 2006 
and explains the meaning, use and method of choosing the 
indicators.

SubcommitteesSubcommittees to ESIP selected 22 priority indicators to be 
used as a first step in assessing overall ecosystem health in the 
Gulf of Maine. Besides this first explanatory fact sheet, areas 
chosen as focus areas include the three already 
published―Aquatic Habitats, Climate Change and 
Aquaculture―as well as future fact sheets on Coastal 
Development, Contaminants, Eutrophication and 
Fisheries.Fisheries.

Each focus topic uses several of the 22 selected indicators, 
compares them to standards and targets in the states and 
provinces, and points out trends, or whether  a cause and 
effect relationship exists. 

This paper also explains how focus areas were chosen and 
how indicators for each focus areas interact with and affect 
the others. For instance, climate change indicators such as 
precipitation, directly influence aquatic habitats indicators, 
such as the extent of eelgrass, which the affects fisheries 
indicators such as production density.


