Table 3-14.Summary of sediment quality triad results (adapted from Chapman et al. 1990, and Carr 1993).PRIVATE 

	PRIVATE 
Chemistrya
	Toxicityb
	Benthosc
	Stations
	Possible Conclusions

	+
	+
	+
	1,3,6,7,10,11
	Evidence of environmental impacts caused by measured contaminants or other measured adverse conditions (such as high ammonia or sulfide levels).

	-
	-
	-
	none
	No evidence of environmental degradation.

	+
	-
	-
	none
	Measured contaminants are present at potentially toxic levels but not bioavailable.

	-
	+
	-
	none
	Unmeasured contaminants or adverse conditions exist with the potential to cause degradation, but no clear benthic response.

	-
	-
	+
	none
	Degraded benthos not due to presence of measured contaminants or conditions.

	+
	+
	-
	4,5,8,9,12
	Measured contaminants or conditions have the potential to cause degradation, but no clear benthic response.

	-
	+
	+
	2
	Unmeasured contaminants or conditions are causing degradation.

	+
	-
	+
	none
	Contaminants are not bioavailable or benthic response not due to chemistry.


a
(+)Indicates one or more chemical contaminants exceeded NOEL or ER-L values (high ammonia or sulfide concentrations may have occurred as well).


(-)Indicates no exceedance for any measured contaminant.

b
(+)Indicates one or more toxicity endpoints were significantly different than control.


(-)
Indicates no apparent toxicity effect.

c
(+)Indicates low species richness (total number of species from combined replicates within a station ( 50).


(-)Indicates no apparent adverse benthic effect.

