Climate Change Conference Call - June 18, 2008
Participants:


Al Hanson (Canadian Wildlife)


Peter Johnson (Environment Canada)



Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)


Gary Lines (Environment Canada)


Steve Perrin (Town of Bar Harbor)


Esperanza Stancioff - U Maine/ Maine Sea Grant


Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC-ESIP)
Steering Committee May 8 Review

After introductions, Gary Lines opened the meeting with a discussion of the recent Steering Committee meeting in Boston, MA. This meeting included the official ESIP Steering Committee and all the chairs of the ESIP subcommittees. The meeting focused on indicator interactions and where to move next. The following diagram was created to look at interactions between the different subcommittees:
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Indicators and Manager Issues

Christine Tilburg mentioned that one of the things discussed at the May 8 meeting was the question of whether the indicators selected approached the questions that managers have. Gary stated that this issue is a bit unique to climate change. The indicators selected let us asses what we know historically. Gary thinks of two separate groups of users for the climate change indicators:


1. The other ESIP subcommittees


2. Managers

Gary wondered if there are any comments on the current management questions that we are working with and if the group thinks the indicators are on track. Steve Perrin mentioned that he has a concern regarding the indicators. The local managers in Acadia Park are particularly interested in extreme sea level during storms and extreme high tides- these issues are not covered by our current indicator set. Christine mentioned that possibly coastal erosion and storm surges could be part of a secondary set of indicators. Marilyn ten Brink mentioned that the USGS has some monitoring in place for coastal erosion. Gary stated that in looking at coastal habitat and climate change, you can find a variety of data on sea level rise. Christine thought that it might be possible for the climate change fact-sheet which we hope to draft by June of next year (2009) contain a box with possible indicators such as coastal erosion. Marilyn felt this was a good idea.

Christine brought the conversation back to the management questions:

1. What are the impacts of climate change to physical conditions? - The group feels this is covered in the historical changes and present conditions.


2. What ecological changes are associated with climate change?

Al Hanson mentioned that he views the selected indicators as fundamental pieces needed to look at biological issues. For example: the relationship between salt water vegetation and sea level. Also, SST feeds into a current project Al has on the concentrations of pelagic birds. 

Gary asked if the group is therefore in general OK with the indicators and management questions. Gary thought the group might want to get some examples of more specific questions. For example, what information researchers need to move models forward. Esperanza Stancioff concurred with the ideas brought up so far. She is currently working on a coastal resiliency project with coastal managers (funded by NOAA). The project is now analyzing responses (including 7000 surveys). As Steve said, there are specific management questions such as impact on aquatic habitats, potential pollution increases of interest to managers.

Christine mentioned that the Contaminants subcommittee is going to set up a side-meeting with a group of managers to get at these questions. Gary thought that the Climate Change subcommittee could potentially use what Esperanza is working on. Al mentioned that support for these indicators come from other subcommittees' knowledge of coastal changes with respect to sea level rise and coastal development. He feels there is broad support for the indicators and it would be better to move forward than back-track and bring together another "subcommittee" within the subcommittee.

ESIP Button
Christine mentioned that the ESIP button is now available for placing on webpage. EPA Region 1 is currently putting the button on their webpage. You can obtain the button at:

http://www.gulfofmaine.org/button/. She requests that anyone able to place the button on their page to help broaden the audience for ESIP products.
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Outreach

Christine mentioned that there was some discussion at the May 8 meeting regarding how we can increase users' knowledge of ESIP. Marilyn stated that outreach to high schools is of interest to her. Christine agreed and hoped that an effort would be made to do a pull-out section in the Gulf of Maine Times on ESIP indicators for educators. Patty King mentioned that Oceans 11 (Nova Scotia) has a communications package available for educators. Esperanza stated that she has worked quite a bit with high schools and there is a lot of pre-work that would need to be done. Steve thought that there is a lot of interest in climate change from non-traditional users. He thought a good approach would be to set up a clearing house of general info. Christine wondered if this was something that the Climate Change Network is trying to do. Gary stated that it is something the Network has discussed trying to do for the Gulf of Maine.

Esperanza mentioned that she is starting her sabbatical on climate change in August. One of her ideas is to provide a clearinghouse for climate change information. Patty thought that one avenue for outreach is the quarterly newsletter put out by her organization. Christine agreed to write an article for the newsletter. Patty also mentioned that their annual conference is next February and will focus on climate change and impacts on fisheries in Truro, NS. She suggested a talk by Gary and perhaps a poster by ESIP. Everyone agreed that these sound like great possibilities.

Data and Workshops
Christine wrapped up the meeting with a brief mention that she's done the initial analysis on MSL. It appears that we have an intern available and interested in looking at the data for precipitation.
Marilyn mentioned that there are quite a few meetings and workshops coming up. She's like to request that the top of each call have a few minutes for discussion of workshops or training members have been to. The group agreed this was a good suggestion.
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