Climate Change Conference Call - March 19, 2008
Participants:


Gary Lines (Environment Canada)


Peter Larsen (Bigelow Laboratory)


Steve Perrin (Town of Bar Harbor)


Esperanza Stancioff - U Maine/ Maine Sea Grant

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)

Charles Tilburg (UNE)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC-ESIP)

Luc Vescovi (Ouranos)


Discussion of Indicator Reporting Tool
Christine Tilburg opened the call following the introductions around the "table" with a brief discussion regarding the Indicator Reporting Tool (available as a link from the ESIP main webpage: www.gulfofmaine.org/esip). She mentioned that one of the datasets (GoMOOS) might be of particular interest to the climate change subcommittee members. Christine requested that any suggestions for revisions be forwarded to Christine as the revisions for this webtool are already underway.
Data Discovery Results - Mean Sea Level
Christine asked for comments on the data she pulled for the climate change indicator: mean sea level. She noted that the data was taken from sources described in the Excel file "Long-term climate change datasets - revision 1" available on the ESIP Planning Site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning). The data was pulled from the Permanent Service for Mean Sea Level available at http://www.pol.ac.uk/psmsl/datainfo/. The data originate from NOAA and DFO. She asked if there were any comments regarding the file and data, and asked specifically about the crustal subsidence issue.  Gary Lines responded that the data is valuable as is. He believes that subsidence is important, but not sure if it is crucial. The data as they are allow the user to look at what has been measured. The next step would then be to look at trends. He asked about whether the task would include predictive modeling.  Christine stated that she believes the obtaining/gathering data and determining status and trends are vital ESIP roles. However, she's not certain if the Council and Steering Committee would believe that projections are to be part of ESIP. She wondered if that would be a more appropriate task for the Climate Change Network. Gary asked if any of the other subcommittees are looking at projections. Christine stated that none of the other subcommittees are looking at predictive modes.
Marilyn ten Brink stated that with respect to the subsidence issue, it will be important to have a note on the indicator reporting tool that states that the measured values are a net measurement including both subsidence and sea level rise. With respect to projections, perhaps instead of projection information present on the webpage, perhaps directions on how others use similar data could be provided. Gary agreed and mentioned that subsidence would become more important in a projection mode. Esperanza Stancioff mentioned that others are already making projections and maybe the webpage could link to other programs (examples include the Maine GS and NB report). Christine thought this was an excellent idea and will keep this in mind.

Steven Perrin wondered if narrative will be present with the Indicator Reporting Tool. He believes that the user interface is crucial. Christine agreed and stated that plans are in place to have a fact sheet available for each of the subcommittees and downloadable from the Indicator Reporting Tool. This fact sheet would provide more information on the datasets and include more narrative. The fact sheet will directly arise from the subcommittee's analysis of the data (next step after data are all collected).
Small Projects/Data Needs

Christine Tilburg then mentioned that she did this data accumulation for mean sea level rise and plans on doing the data for air temperature shortly. However, with 17 indicators already selected by five of the subcommittees, it is not timely to have her doing all the data access. Therefore, at the recommendation of the ESIP Steering Committee, she has put together a small list of suggested small projects involving bringing together data for the various indicators. These projects would fulfill ESIP's data needs and would be appropriate for a summer intern or undergraduate (or could be spun up into a Master's thesis). She requested that if members have students or interns available they keep in mind the data needs for this subcommittee. Esperanza stated that she has 2 students from U. Maine this summer and she would be interested in seeing this summary of needs. Charles Tilburg mentioned that he might have access to a work study student and wondered if the databases to be used would be included. Christine replied that they will be included. Marilyn ten Brink suggested that this list be sent to everyone as there might be people within certain agencies that could more easily bring together the data (for example NOAA for sea surface temperature (SST)).  
Action to be taken: Christine will finalize the small projects/intern possibility list and send to all members of the subcommittee (to be done at end of March).

Next Call

Christine Tilburg stated that as the subcommittee is waiting to obtain data or assistance with data, she believes it is appropriate to have the next call in two months (May). Hopefully she will have the air temperature available for use by the group at that time. The call participants agreed that this timing seems appropriate.
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