Climate Change Conference Call - September 3, 2008
Participants:


Holly Elwell (Tufts - grad student)


Al Hanson (Canadian Wildlife)


Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)


Gary Lines (Environment Canada)


Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)

Charles Tilburg (UNE)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC-ESIP)

Luc Vescovi (Ouranos)
Terms of Reference/Schedules
Following initial greetings, Christine Tilburg and Gary Lines discussed the recently finalized Terms of Reference for the subcommittee. Christine mentioned that the important thing to note in the Terms of Reference is the accelerated schedule that this subcommittee is on. Her intention is to draft a status and trends fact sheet for the climate change indicators by next summer.

Data

Given the accelerated schedule, it is important that the subcommittee choose which two indicators to focus on this Fall with the remaining two addressed in the Spring.  Several on-going efforts have put this subcommittee nicely ahead with respect to data analysis. This summer Holly Elwell did a portion of her summer internship with the EPA on climate change and was able to start the analysis for the precipitation data. Christine and Charles Tilburg have also completed initial air temperature analysis. Consequently the following three indicators are ready for discussion with the subcommittee: 
1. precipitation (including variability)

2. air temperature (max, min, mean)

3. sea level.

Marilyn ten Brink wondered which two would be most likely to get the public's attention and felt that sea level would probably be the number one for this purpose. Christine reminded the group that all indicators will be released together for the subcommittee. Al Hanson stated that if the goal is to have all four ready at the same time, perhaps the group should begin with the hardest. He mentioned that sea level rise is important and is going to take some work. He also brought up that sea surface temperature has impact on his own research with migratory birds and hopes it isn't dropped.

Gary mentioned that given the temperature (air) dataset is furthest along, he'd recommend starting with that one. Once we have the current and observed information analyzed, we can get a picture of what types of questions can be answered. The group agreed to address the indicators in the following order:

1. air temperature

2. precipitation

3. sea level

4. sea surface temperature.

How to approach analyzing the data

Christine stated that since this is the first subcommittee to really start looking at the data, she's open to suggestions on how the group would like to do this: via conference call, on-line collaboration site (ESIP Planning Site), etc. Al wondered if it would be possible to do a rough Powerpoint presentation and then the group can jointly discuss it. Marilyn suggested that the EPA would be able to provide desktop webinar capabilities that could be used with this. Al thought this would be a good idea, as long as a back up presentation could be sent out in case the technology doesn't cooperate. 

Christine proposed that the subcommittee hold an internal webinar to discuss air temperature in October and then a follow-up one in December to discuss precipitation. The group agreed that this is a sound plan. Christine will be certain to try to get the Powerpoint slides together 1.5 weeks in advance so that people will have a chance to look at them. She will be sending out a "call for calendars" relatively soon to try to determine the best date for that October call as there is a lot of travel that month for members of the subcommittee.
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