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Subject: Coastal Development Data Discovery
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Christine Tilburg

Update on Coastal Development Subcommittee Progress

Justin Huston gave an overview of the progress that the Coastal Development Subcommittee has made with the indicator matrix. Christine Tilburg explained the online collaboration tool (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning, aka "planning site") to Sylvia Carney and John Shipman. Christine stated that she would get them a log-in to the system with Jim Cradock.

Action to be taken: Christine will get John and Sylvia a joint log-in to the online collaboration tool. Log-in received by John Shipman 11/12/07.

Justin also pointed out that the conference call summaries for the subcommittee are also present on the planning site. John mentioned that he would go through them later. John had a couple of questions regarding the list of indicators. For example, how is "demographic changes" difference from "demographic changes bordering on salt water"? Justin explained how the indicator selection process is going. The list of indicators are examples that the group has talked about and fit into broad categories. Justin suggested focusing on the broad categories. John Shipman verified to the group that his understanding is that SRCC will be acting as data gatherers. Christine agreed and David Keeley likened the process to pulling a string on a bag that is getting smaller in smaller. The subcommittee is narrowing down the choices. 

Narrowing Down the Indicators
Justin agreed that the committee needs to tease out land use into different categories....but, the group is focusing heavily on land use. He stated that the group has basically come up with two main indicator groups:

1. Density/Population (this can be seen in the subcommittee's most recent conference call summary - dated 10/31)

2. Point Sources

David mentioned that in terms of point source inventories, there is a baseline that was provided by Percy P. Christine also stated that along with the information from Percy, she has a summary written by Jawed Hameedi and co-authors that was presented to the Council.
Action to be taken: Christine will send the point source information that she has to John. Mailed to  John Shipman 11/12/07.

Justin mentioned that in terms of Nova Scotia, only 1/3 lies upon the Gulf of Maine. He wondered if we would be looking for data in all of Nova Scotia, or just the portions beside the Gulf of Maine. John stated that his intention was to focus on areas bordering the Gulf of Maine. Certainly,  in terms of the geopolitical data, could get confusing. Justin mentioned that if John finds Census data and is looking at the watershed level, this could go inland quite a bit. David thought in terms of data:

1. Point-source will be on a municipal level

2. Density/Census data will be county-level, HUC, or watershed defined (all of which would be georeferenced).

3. Land-use in all likelihood will be watershed, provincial, or state level.

David suggested that John look into the C-CAP land use data/C-CAP database. With respect to point source and density, David mentioned that NOAA (through Betsy Nicholson) has approached David doing some in-kind work for the Council. He wondered if NOAA could generate the land-cover images. With respect to population and density, the number of individuals alone might not suffice. Design issues will be reflected in the impact. John also wondered how seasonality in the population could be included in population numbers. He wondered if the number of year-round homes could be compared to seasonal occupancy. David mentioned that this would be interesting to see. Also the number of tourists might be important. Justin mentioned that although design indicators would be subjective - it appears that the group (Coastal Development Subcommittee) might go in this direction for a third indicator. 
Christine thought that it might be efficient to consider the work for the SRCC Action Plan to be divided into 2 phases. The first phase would focus on point source and population. The second phased would focus on land use and design. 

John mentioned that this will be an interactive process. Christine suggested that John, Sylvia, and herself have a monthly teleconference set up.

Susan mentioned that the second phase will be hard to quantify. She remembered that the SPARROW models were used to show river reaches for nitrogen and phosphorus concentrations. As land use changed, the nutrient concentrations were affected. She recalled a ratio of P or N/ acres of land use change that might be appropriate.

John stated that they will focus on identifying data sources and putting data sources onto the GCMD. However, the Action Plan Grant does not cover tabulating or doing analysis. 

David brought up that in terms of data - if John comes across any great pilot projects David requests that these be documented and forwarded to Christine.
John had a final question regarding the point-source data. He wondered what the boundaries are, i.e. which counties he should be looking for data. Justin thought that the subcommittee will need to decide, but for this initial step - we're looking for where the data are.

Christine stated that should would try to type up the summary notes from this call in the next week and looked forward to starting this project.

