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Loose ends - Seasonal Trends
Christine opened the call after introductions with asking if any items were remaining from Phase 1 of the project that needed to be discussed. John replied that some more effort had been made trying to look into seasonal trends. He followed up with some of the sources that Charlie Colgan (USM) had provided (David had suggested that John and Sylvia contact Charlie for leads). One of the suggestions was Department of Transportation data. John and Sylvia found that although the DOT does do traffic counts, there appears to be no consistency regarding date, timing, or location of counts. John and Sylvia also contacted another consultant to determine if anyone is tracking seasonal data and it doesn't appear to be something that people are monitoring. Susan mentioned that over time the group might come up with something to be used as a proxy. For example, city lights as recorded by satellite - perhaps a comparison of August versus December. It was agreed that some feedback from this project should be that this type of data needs to be collected for seasonal populations. 
Susan wondered if hotel industry/taxes might be an avenue. David asked if John and Sylvia had found any pockets of intensive studies done - for example, Bar Harbor? John and Sylvia replied they did not find information on this. Christine mentioned that just that morning NPR had a report on how visitors to Acadia National Park increased in 2007 versus 2006, so some information must be available (link to numbers as reported by the National Park Service: http://www.nps.gov/acad/parknews/2007visitation.htm). Susan found a link on the web with shows hotel taxes. Anita mentioned that the tourism departments of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia also keep track of B&Bs, hotels, motels, and cottages. Sylvia wondered if family cottages weren't a large sector that wouldn't be included. Susan agreed that there are lots of cottages, but hotel data would give a good idea of increase in population at the coast. David brought up that during the last session of the Maine legislature, there was a study done on the use of hotel and food in Maine. It was found that over 60% of lodging occupancy at hotels were by state residents. Christine pointed out that this wouldn't affect the issue as we're looking at seasonal occupation at the coastal zone - it's unlikely that these are coastal residents staying at hotels - most likely interior residents.
Loose ends - Coastal Zone

Christine mentioned that during the last Coastal Development Subcommittee call there was some discussion over the inclusion of watersheds and not just coastal zone issues. David wondered how the coastal zone was being defined. John and Sylvia replied that in the US, the coastal zone is defined by the Coastal Zone Management Act. In NS all towns are coastal and in NB it is fairly straight forward. Christine mentioned that all the towns and definitions are listed on the ESIP Planning Site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning) in the Data Discover folder for coastal development. David asked John if he found the designation process different between states. John replied that there are some differences between states. However, most define the coastal zone as communities up to the head of tide, or something similar. David mentioned that this is a presentation issue - we need to be clear that we're utilizing the coastal zones as defined by states and provinces. John pointed out that if you look at the table on the planning webpage, there is a website source for the definitions. With respect to the watershed issue, Susan mentioned that she hopes the group decides to stick to the title of Coastal development.

Phase II

Christine opened the discussion on Phase II for the project by reviewing the most recent work by the Coastal Development Subcommittee. She stated that the proposed indicators that the group agreed upon are:


1. Population Density


2. Employment Density


3. Point Sources


4. Impervious Surface.

Numbers 1 and 3 were covered in Phase I of this project, which leaves employment density and impervious surface for Phase II. Christine mentioned that the subcommittee discussions have lead to the idea that impervious surface data is most likely available on the US side but might be more difficult to obtain on the Canadian side. She also mentioned that whatever data is used will have to be matched by scale. Therefore, it's important that John and Sylvia pay particular attention to scale and resolution information as they work on this item.  Susan provided an update on her initial questioning of people at USGS. She found that using satellite and spectral resolution would be the quickest means of obtaining impervious surface data for NB and NS. The percent error for these methods is < 10%. Anita mentioned that Jennifer Hackett (DFO) is also trying to find out some information on the Canadian side. Susan provided several contacts and links via e-mail later during the data and these are copied below.
Here are links to info available from USGS: 
1)  Land Cover Institute  (National Land Cover Data [2001]) 
http://landcover.usgs.gov/ 
2)  Maine Impervious Surfaces  (part of 3 coverages) 
http://landcover.usgs.gov/maine.php 
3)  New Hampshire Impervious Surfaces 
http://landcover.usgs.gov/newhampshire.php 
4)  Massachusetts Impervious Surfaces 
http://landcover.usgs.gov/massachusetts.php 

USGS research papers relating to impervious surface components: 
A)  Quantifying the Components of Impervious Surfaces 
http://pubs.usgs.gov/of/2007/1008/ 
B)   Approach to Mapping Large-Area Impervious Surface 
http://landcover.usgs.gov/pdf/imppaperfinalwithall.pdf 

USGS contacts: 
1)  Dr. John Jones, geographer   
      jwjones@usgs.gov 
2) Collin Homer, EROS data center 
     homer@usgs.gov
Next Steps

The group agreed that this provides a good starting point for John and Sylvia. Christine will check back with John and Sylvia the week of February 18 to see if we need to schedule a group call discovered issues.
