Coastal Development Conference Call - April 22, 2009
Participants:


Theresa Barbo (Maritime Author)


Anita Hamilton (DFO)

Liz Hertz (Maine SPO)


Dave Mountain (Boston University and Town of Newbury Planning Board)

David Mitchell (NS Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture)


Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)
* This call utilized a series of slides prepared by C. Tilburg to facilitate discussion on employment and population density data.

Population Density 
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Christine Tilburg opened the call with a discussion of the data sources that she has located for population density. She mentioned that she has run into difficulties looking for pre-1990 data for Nova Scotia and pre-2000 data for New Brunswick. Dave Mountain asked how frequently the Canadian census is conducted. Members on the call thought the census might be done every 10 years. He suggested that Christine look into automated genealogy sites. Marilyn ten Brink wondered if ESIP has any links with individuals that conduct research for the Canadian census. Christine replied that she does not.  However, Christine agreed to ask Russ Henry and Jane Tims of the Council's Working Group if they had any suggestions. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to find a contact for Canadian census data).  Marilyn mentioned that she has a technician working on county by county research pre1900. She will try to find out where that information came from.
David Mitchell suggested that Malcolm Shookner at Community Counts might be a good link. David agreed to send Christine Malcolm's e-mail address.
Question: Which Counties should be included?

Christine then asked the group to look at the slides (Slides 3 and 4) with example graphs of population by county for the States and Provinces. She asked the group to discuss the importance of using only coastal counties versus all the counties in the various watersheds. Marilyn stated that she believes all coastal and watershed counties need to be included. Governments look at land issues on a county by county basis and all the counties in a watershed can influence the effects on the coastline. Theresa Barbo wondered if it would be possible to look at all the counties in a region and then look at specific counties. Marilyn suggested that the process be as automated as possible. Perhaps looking at counties that have a specific percentage contained in a watershed. 
Dave Mountain agreed that the watershed approach was the superior approach. Theresa thought that the watershed approach looks like a better choice but wondered if a companion set of data could be made available. Christine stated that the Indicator Reporting Tool (soon to be re-released on the ESIP webpage) will contain all of the data used for the indicators. Individuals can choose to look at the data in different ways via the tool. Marilyn suggested that a means of aggregating by watershed or Region be created within the tool. 

David Mitchell discussed the Nova Scotia situation. He mentioned Colchester County and it's drainage to both the Bay of Fundy and Northumberland Strait. He also stated that for Nova Scotia, the majority of the population occurs along the coast. Inland areas are mainly uninhabited or Crown lands. 

Christine suggested creating a list of counties that should be included in the population and employment datasets. Marilyn stated that Naomi Detenbeck (EPA) has compiled a similar list for e-Estuaries. Christine agreed to start with this list. She will create a list of priority watersheds but also note out possible problematic counties. (Action to be taken: Christine will create a list of potential watersheds and counties for inclusion - this list should include a column which notes the % of the county included in the watershed).  

Employment Data
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Christine then asked the group to look at the slide summarizing the employment data she has located. Marilyn asked a question about seasonal data. Dave Mountain mentioned that at the town level this data is available on a month by month basis. Christine stated that the datasets noted above include seasonal data in the average (Action to be taken: Christine will verify this for Marilyn). Anita Hamilton wondered if the data should be reported out as employment percentages (or unemployment rate). Marilyn thought that the group should look at the data with the questions that should be answered in mind. Stability of employment was suggested as potentially important. Dave Mountain also mentioned that journey to work information is potentially important also. He also thought  that population and employment data don't really tell the user about environmental impacts. The user will likely want to look at this data as compared to other data.

Other Items

Marilyn mentioned that there is a benefit to moving slower on other indicators (such as impermeable surface). There is a current NOAA/EPA/USGS project to look at land use data on a HUC 12 scale (and other projects looking at HUC 8 and HUC 10). ESIP will hopefully be able to use this information moving forward.

Next Steps 
· Compilation of potential watershed and counties list
· Further data discovery on historical population data in Canada

· Further data discovery on employment data for States and Provinces

· Verification of seasonal data within employment values
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