Coastal Development Conference Call - December 11, 2008
Participants:


Theresa Barbo (Maritime Author)

Anita Hamilton (DFO)


Susan Jones Moses (Urban and Regional Planning Consultant)

David Mitchell (NS Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture)


Betsy Nicholson (NOAA)


Kathryn Parlee (EC)


Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS)


Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)

Data Discovery Request - Point Sources
Following group greetings, Christine Tilburg asked the group if everyone had received the data discovery table that was sent out with the agenda. She's hoping that individuals on the call will be able to assist with locating some of the data that she has not successfully been able to access. Christine mentioned that she's had difficulty locating point source data for almost all of the States and Provinces. Marilyn ten Brink asked Christine is she had contacted Diane Gould at EPA. Christine mentioned that she has been in contact with Diane and followed up on some leads with Diane - but nothing has surfaced from this. Marilyn suggested that a call between herself, Diane, and Christine might prove useful. 
Christine asked David Mitchell if Nova Scotia is collecting information on point sources for their State of the Coast report. David wasn't sure what the consultants are collecting and what gaps they might have found. Anita Hamilton mentioned that she hadn't had a chance to look at the table prior to the call - but will spend some time thinking about how she might be of assistance.

Betsy Nicholson asked Christine if she was aware of a point source inventory that was done by NOAA in the 1990s. Christine replied that the inventory done in the 1990s (by Percy Pacheco and others) forms the basis of the point source layer in the ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool. However, it appears that this inventory was never updated past that point (data cover to 1991). 

Data Discovery Request - Employment Density

Christine then mentioned that another data gap that she has identified involves employment density data for the Provinces. David stated that there might be some opportunities with the Finance Service - Nova Scotia and/or Service Nova Scotia to locate this data. He will connect with his sources there. Kathryn Parlee suggested that StatsCanada might have information within their human activity and environment section. She will look into this and get back with Christine.

Impervious Surface
Christine then brought up an additional area where there is a lack of data. She reminded the subcommittee that there appears to be a lack of impervious surface data in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Several proposals have been written to try to fill this gap. Currently, there is a two-phase proposal that is being submitted by Lee Sochasky of the St. Croix International Waterway Commission. The first phase focuses on portions of New Brunswick with the second phase extending out to other portions. David Mitchell pointed out that there are a lot of initiatives on-going in Nova Scotia that could really benefit from being linked into this proposal. Christine agreed to send a draft of the proposal to David after the call.

Betsy asked Christine if she is aware of the land cover images available from the NOAA Coastal Services Center. She also brought up the impervious surface calculation tool that is also available. She asked if the group is considering using this means of calculating impervious surface. Susan Russell-Robinson stated that when the USGS worked with the Northern Tier States a portion of impervious surface coverage was determined for a swath into New Brunswick. The software chosen for the project (Cubist) relies on having impervious surface coverage determined previously for a portion of the covered area. Consequently, this program was selected with the USGS taking the lead in training. Betsy stated that if there is any way for NOAA CSC to assist, she's be happy to work on the project.

Spring Timeline

Christine then suggested that she would like to spend a portion of the Spring with the subcommittee analyzing one of the indicator data sets. She suggests beginning with one of the easier data sets (ex. population density). Marilyn wondered if there would be merit in coming up with questions before looking at the data. Susan stated that she feels the initial questions were really fleshed out during the indicator selection process. Christine through it might be useful if she sends out the original managerial questions that started the process. Then the subcommittee could add further questions if they felt it was useful. When the group comes back together in March or April, the discussion can begin with those questions. The members on the call felt this would be a good next step.
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