Coastal Development Conference Call - July 24, 2008
Participants:


Stacy Benjamin

Norval Collins (CEF, Consultant)


Justin Huston (NS Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture)


Susan Jones Moses (Urban and Regional Planning Consultant)


David Keeley (GOMC)

David Mitchell (NS Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture)


Betsy Nicholson (NOAA)


Kathryn Parlee (EC)


Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS)

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)


Daniel Savard (NB Env.)

Jane Tims (NB Env.)
Greetings/Chair

Following group greetings, Christine Tilburg introduced Marilyn ten Brink as the new chair for the subcommittee. Justin Huston mentioned that due to commitments with the Gulf of Maine Council as chair of the Working Group for the next year, he has to step down. However, he fully intends to continue his participation in the subcommittee. Marilyn has been active in the subcommittee and offered to step in as chair when Justin requested that a replacement be found.

Impervious Surface Proposal

As many members of the subcommittee are aware, the GeoConnections proposal was turned down in the final stage. Jane Tims has suggested that the proposal be reworked for the NB Environmental Trust Fund (ETF). Jane stated that she feels the proposal is very good and has great value for New Brunswick and the Council. Typically, the Environmental Trust Fund is available for non-government agencies. ETF has two types of opportunities. There is an announcement put out each December. However, there is also an in-year opportunity that she suggests we apply for. Susan Russell-Robinson mentioned that in looking at the ETF webpage, there are six categories. She asked Jane if she felt this proposal would be for sustainable development? Jane replied yes. David Keeley wondered how much funding is available in-year? Jane wasn't sure of that answer. 
Daniel Savard mentioned that some thought should be give on the area - he suggested St. John would be appropriate. David K. asked if there had been any further discussions with Lee Sochasky. Christine replied that she had sent the proposal and a follow-up message, but had not heard back. Jane stated that the success of the proposal will depend on the partners. She suggested that St. John has been involved in a large sustainable communities initiative. David K. asked with the money involved, could both St. John and St. Stephen be done? Daniel replied that St. Stephen doesn't have the planners and is not part of a planning commission. If the project was to be extended after St. John, he would suggest Moncton.
Other Initiatives in the Area

Justin mentioned that the NS Department of Environment is releasing a water strategy with an emphasis on coastal waters. Criteria will be set for priority watersheds. Impervious surface will be brought up and they may be able to gain some traction in the next one to five years.

David K. asked David Mitchell is he had been able to contact the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. David M. replied not as of yet. David K. stated that there is a funding program associated with this federation also.

Update from May 2008 Meeting

Christine then mentioned that the ESIP Steering Committee and subcommittee chairs met in Boston, Massachusetts for a meeting to discuss indicator interactions and next steps over the upcoming year. Marilyn ten Brink stated that the work of this subcommittee is quite important to the other subcommittees.  Christine mentioned that a diagram was created to help visualize the potential interactions. That diagram is copied below for the subcommittee's use.


[image: image1]
One portion of the May 2008 meeting was a discussion of whether the indicators truly answer the management questions. The three management questions originally under discussion for this subcommittee were:

1. What are the types, patterns, and rates of land use change?

2. How are these changes impacting the integrity of coastal ecosystems?

3. How is the region responding to changes in coastal ecosystems?

The group agreed that the first question is addressed by the indicators. The third question is really a second tier question. Susan Jones Moses stated that the data might shed some light on regional policy issues. Marilyn reminded the group that the original list of indicators in the matrix did include planning and regulation. Stacy Benjamin asked to be reminded of the users. Christine stated that the audience for ESIP is:

1. Coastal managers

2. Lawmakers

3. Decision makers.

Susan Russell-Robinson stated that she believes the impervious surface piece is critical because it can demonstrate land use change. Then, in combination with other indicators, the third question above can be addressed.

Daniel mentioned that the planning question is very different between States and Provinces. Christine reminded the group that when they originally discussed planning and regulations they were concerned about the differences between States and Provinces and also the fact that if a regulation is on the books - there is little way to know if it is being used. 

ESIP Button

Christine also mentioned that there is now a button that has been created to put on member's websites to allow for increased visibility of ESIP. The button looks like:
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It can be obtained at: http://www.gulfofmaine.org/button/. If you do put the button on your webpage, please let Christine know as she is keeping a record of where it has been uploaded.

Terms of Reference

Christine brought up the subcommittee's Terms of Reference. With Marilyn, she will be drafting up a new Terms of Reference for the next 12 months. Daniel mentioned that he does not want to reinvent the wheel, therefore he would like to know if anyone has looked at the Rocky Mountain Institute's Sustainable Community Development Code. This code includes items such as climate change, food production, greenhouse gases, and solar issues.  The code can be downloaded at:
http://www.law.du.edu/index.php/rmlui/sustainable-community-development-code.

Next Steps

Marilyn wondered what the next steps should be. Should the group work on a second tier of indicators, focus on other indicators, start date analysis, or search out strategies for impervious surface. David K. asked Christine to clarify that the data discovery effort has been done - but the data hasn't been collected. Christine stated that this was correct.

Marilyn asked Betsy Nicholson how she would recommend helping people use indicators. Betsy suggested using existing organizations for municipalities (example: NEMO). It's important that indicators be incorporated into their daily business. She also questions who the main user is:

1. State/Provincial

2. Local.

Realistically, it is the State/Provincial level that we should focus on. Susan Jones Moses agreed that the local level turns over too frequently. Justin commented that we are quite a ways from giving local people data that will be useful. If we provide densities, for example, he thinks the reaction will be "so what." He feels it is the linkages that will provide the most useful information to the local level. Stacy agreed but stated that changes over time will also be useful. 

The group agreed to allow some time for Christine and Marilyn to work on the Terms of Reference and for Christine to start doing some data analysis for the point sources. The subcommittee will try to have a follow-up call in several months.
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