Coastal Development Conference Call - March 31, 2008
Participants:


Stacy Benjamin (Maine State Planning Office)


Anita Hamilton (DFO)


Brad Haskell (Town of Bar Harbor)

David Keeley (GOMC)

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)


Carolyn Tukey (Town Planner for Harpswell, Maine)


Daniel Savard (NB Env.)

Jeff Stymiest (NB Env.)


Wes Shaw (NOAA)
Indicator Reporting Tool
Following introductions, Christine Tilburg let the subcommittee know that the ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool is now available from the ESIP webpage (www.gulfofmaine.org/esip) or by directly linking (www.gomoos.org/esip). This tool is the beginning step towards delivering indicators for the Gulf of Maine. Currently, three datasets for contaminants and nutrients can be accessed along with point source and aquatic habitat information. Daniel Savard asked if this is the tool that impervious surface data will be added into (please see discussion on proposal later in the call). Christine replied that yes it is. Daniel mentioned that it would be helpful to have types of soil data helpful as this reflects a natural imperviousness in the area often found in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Action Needed: Christine requested that comments on the Indicator Reporting Tool be sent to her by the end of April as revisions to the tool will follow.
Intern Needs/Data Needs

Christine also mentioned that a small list of projects and/or possible intern focus areas has been put together to help ESIP meet the data gathering needs of all of the subcommittees. That list will be sent out along with the summary of this call. David Keeley asked Stacy Benjamin specifically about the Margaret Chase internships that the State Planning Office has accessed in the past. Stacy replied that there are no intern available for this program, but other assistance might be available.
Action Needed: Please review the small projects/data needs list that Christine has provided and let her know if any assistance is available from member organizations.

Action Plan Grant Progress

Christine mentioned that the recipients of the Council's Action Plan Grant who are doing the data discovery for the Coastal Development Subcommittee have submitted their recent work. She will post the recent updates to the ESIP Planning Site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning) for review by the group. John Shipman supplied information on employment data and on tracking seasonal data via hotels/meal taxes. In addition, he sent information on impervious surface data. David Keeley asked Christine to clarify if the data discovery work for the grant involves actually bringing data together. Christine replied that this effort was funded to take the first step in identifying where the data is housed. The effort does not involve bringing the data together.
Christine then stated that the data discovery effort has found comparable datasets for the US side at a 30 m resolution for impervious surface but little data on the Canadian side.

Integrated Land Management Proposal

The information that the data discovery process found regarding impervious surface led a team of individuals from this subcommittee to submit a proposal to GeoConnections in response to their Announcement of Opportunity for Integrated Land Management (ILM) proposals. The ESIP proposal focuses on obtaining impervious surface analysis for select, priority areas in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Seven proposals were selected to move to Stage 3 proposals (including the ESIP proposal) with five expected to be funded. ESIP will submit the final proposal on April 11. 

Brad Haskell mentioned that the town of Bar Harbor has been working with GIS to get build-out scenario grants to do spatial analysis on a subwatershed level. David Keeley mentioned that Mike Smith of the Maine State GIS office is involved with the current ESIP proposal as the States can learn a lot from each other through the work on this proposal.

Daniel Savard mentioned several specific letters of support he has been trying to gather for the proposal (ex. ACAP-Saint John). Marilyn ten Brink asked if anyone from EPA is specifically providing comments on the proposal. Christine stated that there are members of the ESIP Steering Committee (Diane Gould) that are from EPA. However, no one specifically from EPA has been working on the proposal. Marilyn wondered if it would be helpful to have a letter of support from EPA ORD. David Keeley replied that it would. In addition, Marilyn mentioned a new faculty member from MIT (Mike Flaxman) that was recently hired from ESRI and might be a good contact. Christine agreed to send Marilyn the draft of the ILM Proposal. (E-mailed to Marilyn on April 1, 2008).
Next Steps

It was agreed that the subcommittee would reconnect via a conference call in late May to receive updates on the ILM proposal and data access/intern process.
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