Fisheries Conference Call – August 29, 2014
Participants:

David “Moe” Nelson (NOAA)
Cheri Patterson (NH DMF)
Rob Stephenson (DFO and UNB)

Shannon Tibbets (FSRS)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Reminder of process

At the call start Christine Tilburg reminded individuals on the call that two of the fact sheet indicator sections are ready to be written (Ocean Jobs and Dominant Species Metric). Christine would like to use the current call to determine the best approaches to the final two indicators (Population and Diversity).

Population

Christine wondered if the best approach to population might be to determine species of interest. Cheri Patterson stated that if that is the approach to take that shrimp need to be included (especially with respect to anticipated changes from climate change). Rob Stephenson asked what question the group wants to answer with respect to this indicator. He suggested that there might be several potential questions. The group discussed different approaches to the indicator which might include populations at different trophic levels. It was also pointed out that landings information wouldn’t be appropriate for this analysis.

 Moe Nelson stated that if the intent is to look at status of various fisheries then stock assessments would be appropriate. Christine wondered if stock assessments look at levels with respect to a threshold. Moe stated that this was the case but also provided the example that areas might be described as overfished even while they are not currently overfished.  He stated that there is very good data for this type of questions (looking at productivity and biomass trends). Cheri stated that whenever stock assessments are done there are benchmarks determined. Moe stated that mandates are different for commission managed species versus council managed species. Rob stated that there are analogous surveys in Canada.

Christine wondered what species might be best used for this kind of analysis. In particular she wondered about Rob’s suggestion of including various trophic levels. Cheri stated that an initial list could be for: cod, herring, haddock, lobster and shrimp. She stated that this list covers various trophic levels and invertebrates versus vertebrates. Shannon Tibbets agreed with this initial list, as did Moe. 
The group also discussed whether invasive species should be included. Rob stated that he didn’t understand what question the group would be trying to answer when looking at invasive species populations. Moe stated that there is a way to address this type of species but not in the context of stock assessments. The group thought that there might be value in addressing this topic in a focus box (if space is available) and thought green crab might be the species of interest. Rob wondered what species green crabs are affecting. The group agreed that the Fisheries Fact Sheet is likely not the best place for this information.

It was also suggested that Christine connect with Mike Fogarty and see what progress has been made with respect to populations and presenting this type of information in an efficient way. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to connect with Mike Fogarty).

Diversity

The group then discussed how the diversity indicator might be approached. Rob pointed out that trawl surveys miss many species (example: herring). Christine wondered why the Bay of Fundy appears to be left out of figures from the Gulf of Maine Census of Marine Life. Rob stated that trawl surveys are not done in that area.

Rob wondered what a diversity indicator is meant to represent. Christine stated that she thought the group originally planned to use diversity to discuss how different parts of the Gulf of Maine are more diverse with respect to species. Rob thought this was a valid question. That question is of importance as it helps guide distribution of marine protection areas. Both Moe and Rob agreed to send Christine links to this kind of dataset.
Next Call

Christine stated that she hopes the next Fisheries call is in the end of September or beginning of October. Christine would like to start outlining the fact sheet at that time. Cheri mentioned that she won’t be available from September 30 through October 2. Christine stated that she’ll poll subcommittee members to determine best dates for the call.
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