Fisheries Conference Call – February 27, 2013
Participants:

Tony Charles (St. Mary’s University)

Graham Goulette (NOAA)

Patty King (FSRS)

Linda Mercer (Maine DMR)

David “Moe” Nelson (NOAA)

Cheri Patterson (NH Fish and Game)

Laurel Smith (NMFS)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Update Ocean Jobs
Christine Tilburg began the call discussing issues she is having at bringing ocean employment information together. She is struggling to get a common parameter together across states and provinces. She reminded the group that the provincial data includes self-employed numbers while the state data does not. During the previous call it was suggested that she connect with Charlie Colgan (University of Southern Maine) and Jack Wiggin (University of Massachusetts). Charlie stated that the information is not available and that the best numbers accessible would be “guestimates”. Jack stated something similar. Patty King wondered if there is not a similar organization in the states to StatsCan. Christine stated that the Census Bureau undertakes a lot of the work that StatsCan does in Canada. Linda Mercer wondered if obtaining fisheries licensing data from the states would give better numbers. Cheri Patterson thought it might, though it would still miss some of the people working on the vessels  (Action to be taken: Christine will verify that the numbers from NOAA in the “jobs” part of the states self-employed numbers are from federal sources. She will also try to obtain states values and then combine those to make a figure representing ocean jobs).
Additional comments from e-mail received from Rick Wahle: 

· I'm puzzled why "living resources" is such a small fraction of the $ value.  Maine's lobster resource alone has about a $360M landed value. See http://www.maine.gov/dmr/commercialfishing/documents/lobster.chart.pdf. Similarly, if memory serves, Mass's scallop fishery alone has about the same landed value.  What exactly does the $ value on the y-axis of these graphs represent? From Christine: These values represent wages for the various sectors. 
· As small a fraction as it is, it's worth pointing out that at least some fraction of the tourist dollar depends on thriving living resources.
· If you can't get the data for jobs, maybe it's something we have to drop?
· When you show values for Canadian provinces, are they US$ or CAN$?From Christine: Right now, as CDN
· I think the fact sheet needs to include some graphic or table. The stacked figs are ok with me as long as you're clear about differences among states/provinces in the data. From Christine: I agree.
Diversity by sub-region
Christine then reminded the group that Laurel Smith had agreed to do the GIS work for the diversity indicator. Christine has found the GIS information for the Census of Marine life subregions. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to forward this information to Laurel). Laurel has some questions regarding the analysis. The group thought the Shannon Weaver Index would be best. Laurel agreed to run the initial analysis with the following:

· Timing for Spring and Fall

· For 5-10 year increments

· For the full time series

· Moe Nelson suggested rolling averages for every 5 years

· One value determined for every subregion.

Note: Rick Wahle stated in an e-mail after the call that he worried most lay people would not know what the Shannon Weaver index was.
Next Steps

Laurel will go through the steps outlined above for the NMFS data. DFO data and state/provincial data also needs to be acquired. Next call will likely be April 2013. At that time the group will discuss acquiring the other datasets.
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