Fisheries Conference Call - January 18, 2012
Participants:


Laurel Col (NMFS)


Graham Goulette (NOAA)

Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)

Linda Mercer (Maine DMR)


David "Moe" Nelson (NOAA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)


Rick Wahle (U Maine)

Ocean Jobs
Following introductions Christine Tilburg reminded the group of the previous analysis done on Ocean Jobs for the Gulf of Maine. Data from Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New Brunswick is on a county-wide basis which allows for analysis to be Gulf of Maine/Bay of Fundy only. However, the data for Nova Scotia is only available on a Province-wide basis. Christine stated that she is uncomfortable making an assumption as to how much of Nova Scotia's values represent Bay of Fundy only. She suggested that any figure relating to the Ocean Jobs indicator only contain Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and New Brunswick. She thinks that Nova Scotia could be addressed in the text on a Province-wide basis. Patty King agreed with this approach. Rick Wahle wondered how many NS counties are on the Bay of Fundy. Patty made a guess. Christine stated that the majority of NS population would lie on the eastern coast of Nova Scotia (Halifax). Patty wondered if some of the information might be available for the counties through the regional development authorities. She agreed to give Christine some individuals to connect with. (Action to be taken: Christine will follow up with Patty on possible individuals to request the data from).

Rick suggested that some of the information might be available (ex. Living Resources) through DFO statistics on LFA's. Patty thought this might be a good place to look and might provide some information for the text. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to locate this information from DFO).

Maine Fishermen's Forum

Christine reminded the group that they had suggested she connect with the organizers of the Maine Fishermen's Forum regarding ESIP presenting at the March forum. Christine did secure time for a seminar (Friday March 2). She asked the group regarding ideas for ESIP's presentation. Patty stated that panels are frequently used at the Forum. She thought that a brief ESIP introduction and then panel interaction would be good. The panel could have representatives from fishermen, managers, academics, etc that could comment on communication strategies for ESIP's indicators. She thought some questions might focus on the best way to present ESIP information through graphs, charts, or text.
Linda Mercer agreed that seminars with panels have been successful in the past. She stated that attendance will depend on what else is scheduled for the time slot. Rick stated that a demonstration of the ESIP webtool might be helpful. Also, mentioning that the Lobster Settlement work will soon be provided through the Indicator Reporting Tool would be important. Christine wondered if breaking the panel up before the end and having a on-line demonstration of the Indicator Reporting Tool would be a good approach. Christine mentioned that putting the demo on thumbdrives and participant's computers has worked in the past. The group liked that idea. It was also suggested that Christine see if ESIP could put up a poster.

Next Indicator?

Christine then asked which indicator the group would like to tackle next. She reminded the group of the remaining three indicators:
· Population of species (by sub-region)

· Species diversity (by sub-region)

· Metric showing what percentage of resource value comes from one or two species (monetary value)
The group agreed that the metric showing resource value based on one or two species would be good. Christine asked that individuals with information on this indicator send her the links/suggestions soon. The group will reconnect in March or April to discuss this second indicator.
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