Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference Call - July 2, 2008
Participants:


Jason Link (NOAA)  Chair

Andrew Cooper (DFO)

Linda Mercer (Maine DMR)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)
Introductions and Data Discovery
After introductions, the call members immediately jumped into the Excel table that Christine Tilburg provided on her data discovery effort for the five proposed indicators. Jason Link verified that cells in chartreuse/pink represented areas where Christine has not found data. Andrew Cooper suggested that Eddy Kennedy might have data available for the Canadian aquaculture indicators and agreed to connect with Eddy following the call. Jason also requested that Christine contact Thierry Chopin for additional information as he was vocal in previous conference calls about the aquaculture indicators. (Action to be taken: Christine will follow up with Andrew, Eddy, and Thierry regarding the Canadian aquaculture datasets.) With respect to the US aquaculture datasets, Jason suggested Christine contact Sebastian Belle or Dick Clime. Linda Mercer mentioned that she has lease and landing data available for aquaculture. Linda mentioned a possible contact of Heidi Bray within Maine DMR. Linda also suggested that Christine might request assistance from the Provincial Working Group members (Russ Henry and Justin Huston). (Action to be taken: Christine will follow up with Sebastian, Dick, Russ, Justin, and Linda regarding further aquaculture information.) Jason also suggested that Judy Li might be a good generic contact for US aquaculture data. Linda further suggested that Mike Armstrong or Doug Grant might be good contacts for Massachusetts and NH. Linda agreed to send Christine their contact information.
With respect to the Fisheries indicators, Jason asked Andrew if he was aware of any Canadian data for mean length data. Andrew thought that this data is available from survey data and present in the ORACLE database and virtual data center. However, the questions are what format is the data available in and what is the frequency that they are updated? Jason suggested that Andrew might contact Stratis Gavaris and Andrew agreed to do this. Linda mentioned that Maine and NH trawl survey data is available along with Massachusetts data.

Christine suggested that the subcommittee give her a month to follow up on these leads and then arrange for a call in late August when people have returned to their offices. The group agreed that this is a good next step.

May 8 Steering Committee Meeting in Boston, Massachusetts

Christine then mentioned that the ESIP Steering Committee and subcommittee chairs met in Boston, Massachusetts for a meeting to discuss indicator interactions and next steps over the upcoming year. Jason provided some summary of the conversation and emphasized that interactions that were previously raised by the Fisheries and Aquaculture subcommittee (sea surface temperature, nutrients, and aquatic habitat) were all included in the discussed interactions. Christine mentioned that a diagram was created to help visualize the potential interactions. That diagram is copied below for the subcommittee's use.
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ESIP Button

Christine also mentioned that there is now a button that has been created to put on member's websites to allow for increased visibility of ESIP. The button which looks like:

[image: image2.png]Ecosystem Indicator





It can be obtained at: http://www.gulfofmaine.org/button/. If you do put the button on your webpage, please let Christine know as she is keeping a record of where it has been uploaded.

Next Step

As agreed during the middle portion of the call, Christine will try to follow up with the contacts suggested regarding indicator data and will revise the data discovery table which will be uploaded to the ESIP Planning site when these notes are loaded. The group will then come together for a follow-up call in August.
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