Eutrophication Subcommittee Conference Call - July 8, 2008
Participants:


John Brawley (Saquish Scientific LLC)


Chris Deacutis (URI)

Mike Doan (Friends of Casco Bay)

Jim Latimer (US EPA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)

Greetings and May 8 Meeting
Following greetings around "the table" Christine Tilburg and Jim Latimer discussed the May 8 meeting that was held in Boston, Mass. This meeting was held for the ESIP Steering Committee and all subcommittee chairs to get together and discuss plans for the next 12 months and interactions between the indicators. It was decided that it would be most efficient to accelerate activities of two of the subcommittees with the intention of producing a fact-sheet describing the indicators, status, and trends by summer 2009. The two subcommittees proposed for acceleration are climate change and eutrophication. With respect to interactions between indicators the following figure was created to show potential interactions.
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Data Discovery Effort

Christine then asked the group to look at the data discovery table she put together and attached to the agenda. She asked if anyone was aware of other data that might be included. Chris Deacutis suggested that there was data potentially available as part of Army Corps Environmental Impact Studies. This data includes benthic community analysis and eelgrass distribution. He suggested that she contact Norm Ferris and Jim agreed to send Norm's contact information (Info received 7/8/08).. John Brawley suggested that the Massachusetts Estuaries Project should be included. He thought possible contact people included Roland Saminy, Brian Howse, Arthur Surptis, and Steve Halterman. Chris and Jim agreed to send contact information (Info received 7/8/08).  Mike Doan also suggested that John Sowles at the Maine DEP might have data from the 1990s for dissolved oxygen, secchi depth, and chlorophyll a. He mentioned that Friends of Casco Bay have secchi depth data. John B. wondered if effort should be made to connect with some of the loosely organized community groups (ex. Coast Watch, Jones River Watershed Group, Citizen Watch). Jim thought that it might be a good idea to look at the list of estuaries that Christine has put together for the Gulf of Maine and see what areas we don't have covered - and then contact the appropriate community group. (Action to be taken: Christine will make a table of the estuaries in the Gulf of Maine and cross-reference it to the data discovery table for the next call). 
John Brawley wondered how much overlap the ESIP effort might have with other regional and national efforts to set nutrient criteria. Jim thought that due to the number of people involved with these various efforts that are also part of ESIP, there is good cross-communication. The important part is to stay informed and not duplicate work.

ESIP Button

Christine also mentioned that there is now a button that has been created to put on member's websites to allow for increased visibility of ESIP. The button which looks like:
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It can be obtained at: http://www.gulfofmaine.org/button/. If you do put the button on your webpage, please let Christine know as she is keeping a record of where it has been uploaded.

Terms of Reference/Next 12 Months

Due to the fact that this subcommittee is most likely going to be accelerated, it was decided that Christine and Jim will put together a draft Terms of Reference, timeline for the next twelve months and present at the next call.

Management Questions

One of the subjects that came up at the May 8 meeting was the question of whether the chosen indicators appropriately address management questions. The questions originally set before the subcommittee were:


1. What are the trends in eutrophication?


2. What are the effects of eutrophication on ecological systems?

Christine mentioned that some subcommittees are getting together a side-conference call with local managers to see if the chosen indicators are helpful. Chris mentioned that Paul Stacey would be a good person to contact, however he cautioned that the group will receive different answers to the questions based on the person queried. Christine asked if the group wanted to do this side-effort. Chris felt that the group has done a good job of pulling out appropriate indicators and if anything the States and Provinces are moving more slowly on this. The group seemed comfortable with the selected indicators and not doing further user needs efforts.

Training Workshops

Christine mentioned that she is in the process of trying to set up training workshops for discussing the indicators and the two ESIP webtools (ESIP Monitoring Map and ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool). It would be helpful if subcommittee members sent her potential workshops that are going on in the area. Mike Doan mentioned the Maine Coastal Zone Conference in Spring 2009 would be a good location.

Next Steps


1. Estuaries coverage versus data discovery


2. Draft Terms of Reference


3. Follow-up on further data discover leads

The group agreed to give Christine some time to do the above items and then regroup at the end of August or beginning of September.
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