Eutrophication Subcommittee Conference Call - March 10, 2009
Participants:

John Brawley (Saquish Scientific LLC)


Chris Deacutis (URI)


Jim Latimer (US EPA)

Keith Robinson (USGS)

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)


Phil Trowbridge (NH DES)

0.5 hour in-kind added for all participants.

Discussion of Embayments and Methods File
After going through the initial greetings, the subcommittee took up a discussion of the latest version of the nitrogen methodology file (Embayments and methods vs6) that Jim Latimer has prepared. The file was attached to the agenda sent out late the previous week. Jim pointed out that the group is now working with 31 estuaries/embayments within the Northeast. He also mentioned that a Google Earth file has been prepared which notes locations of each of these sites. (Action to be taken: the "Google Earth" file will be mailed out with these conference call notes). Christine Tilburg stated that comments were received from subcommittee members on the original list of potential embayments. The one outstanding question is whether or not to include Grand Manan. Phil Trowbridge mentioned that Grand Manan is an island off the coast of New Brunswick. It was pointed out that this island, though fairly large, does not receive or release significant land use inputs. Marilyn ten Brink thought that Grand Manan should be removed from the list. However, she thought a separate list of potentially significant areas of interest should be started. (Action to be taken: Grand Manan will be transferred to a separate list of potential interest). 
Jim then updated the group regarding work the EPA GIS section is taking for the subcommittee. He has asked the GIS people to set up a project focused on this list of embayments. He's hoping the effort will delineate land use data and watershed sizes. He also mentioned that this is expected to be an iterative process. Marilyn wondered if Christine has been in contact with Naomi Detenbeck (EPA) regarding the e-Estuaries project and whether any of these columns have already been determined by that project. Christine stated that Naomi is an ESIP member (Aquatic Habitats subcommittee) and she'll check in with her on the status of the e-Estuaries project. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to connect back up with Naomi Detenbeck). John Brawley stated that this list of embayments contains quite a mix of scale. Some sites are stand alone whereas others are subsets of larger, complex areas. Jim thought that once the first draft of watershed delineation is complete the group would really set to work on discussing which of the embayments should be combined or separated.
Marilyn requested that the Coastal Development Subcommittee and Eutrophication Subcommittee remain in close contact through this process.

Items on Action List for Embayment File

Several suggestions were made for follow-up after the call. They are included as a list below for easy referral:

· Subcommittee members were asked to submit information on portions of the table that will not be determined by the GIS section. These items are: tidal range, annual precipitation, and average salinity (wet and dry years to be kept separate).

· Subcommittee members were asked to forward published information about loading which might be comparable to the subcommittee's results.

· Christine was asked to determine which Council member updates the Gulf of Maine Council library. Marilyn wondered how frequently this "library" is revised.

· Christine was asked to make a working table on the ESIP Planning Site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning) to house information on salinity (including oceanic) and other collected data.

· Christine was asked to connect with Rich Signell regarding Gulf of Maine circulation models.

SPARROW and NHD

Marilyn and Jim also asked Keith Robinson about the National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) and SPARROW calculations. Keith stated that the NHD datasets are on a 1:100,000 scale and available nationally. SPARROW is also on a 1:100,000 scale. Jim confirmed that the SPARROW estimates are related to the NHD dataset.

Dissolved Oxygen

Christine mentioned that while the GIS folks are working on the nitrogen loading she would like the group is look into the dissolved oxygen data that Holly Elwell worked on. Christine asked if the group would be willing to discuss the dissolved oxygen data in April. She agreed to send out Holly's report on the data in the next week. She'll prepare slides to go over the data for the April call. (Action to be taken: send out Holly Elwell report on dissolved oxygen).
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