Aquaculture Conference Call - March 22, 2010
Participants:


Eddy Kennedy (DFO)

Karen Coombs (NB Department of Agriculture and Aquaculture)


Judy Li (NOAA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)
Aquaculture Data
Following introductions, the data included in the two files sent prior to the conference call was discussed. Karen Coombs asked if Christine had received the economic information for New Brunswick salmon sent on March 22. Christine wondered how the economic value data would be presented. She thought that both US dollars and Canadian dollars should be utilized. Eddy Kennedy mentioned that the true rate would depend on current exchange rates. Christine agreed that an assumed exchange rate would be required. Perhaps by utilizing the average exchange rate for each year?
Following the call, Karen and Christine discussed the New Brunswick data in more detail. Karen stated that the majority of aquaculture in New Brunswick was based on salmon. She agreed to look into some of the data discrepancies that Christine had noted via e-mail.
Fact Sheet
Christine also asked the group what potential topics  focus boxes on the fact sheet should include. She suggested Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture (IMTA). Eddy agreed that IMTA is important in New Brunswick and starting to be observed in Nova Scotia.

Christine also suggested that she would like a focus box to draw on interactions between the aquaculture indicators and some of the indicators selected by other ESIP subcommittees. She used precipitation extremes as an example. Eddy liked this idea as last year large areas in Nova Scotia were closed due to excessive precipitation. Christine stated that she would bring Gary Lines (Climate Change Subcommittee chair) in to help her write a focus box on extreme precipitation and closed beds. 

Christine asked that the group think of other potential interactions to look at. Judy Li requested that Christine include a list of all indicators with the notes.

Coastal Development

· Employment and population density

· Point sources of contamination

· Impervious surfaces

Contaminants

· Blue Mussel/Gulfwatch data

· Sediment triad data

· Shellfish sanitation data

Climate Change

· Air temperature trends (including extremes)

· Precipitation trends (including extremes)

· Sea level rise

Eutrophication

· Nitrogen loading

· Dissolved Oxygen

· Turbidity

· Chlorophyll a

Aquatic Habitats

· Eelgrass distribution

· Salt marsh distribution

· Tidal restrictions

Aquatic Habitats

· Currently under revision

Next Steps

Christine will start drafting the fact sheet for review by the subcommittee later this Spring!

















































































March 22, 2010 - Page 2

