Fisheries Conference Call - March 30, 2012
Participants:


Laurel Col (NMFS)


Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)

Linda Mercer (Maine DMR)

Bob Steneck (University of Maine)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)


Rick Wahle (U Maine)

Ocean Jobs - Living Resources
Following introductions Christine Tilburg stated that she had gotten some feedback at the Maine Fishermen's Forum about several slides that ESIP provided. One comment from the audience involved the numbers represented in the Living Resources figure (slide 2 sent out for the call). Audience members felt that the value for Maine is significantly lower than expected. Christine verified that the value was not transferred incorrectly from the original dataset. (Original data for States: NOAA, ENOW data). The group discussed whether the Maine value looked appropriate. Patty King wondered if the NS and NB numbers (which were available through reports on the Province webpages) were comparable with the State's values. Specifically she wondered if spin-off work was included in the Provincial numbers. Christine agreed to put together information on the State values are composed of to compare with the origin of the Provincial data. 
Bob Steneck stated that "ND" should be shown on figures so that there is no confusion with null values. Rick Wahle thought that it might be interesting to show the ratio between landings value and ocean jobs data.

Action requested: Christine will put together more information on how the data was combined. In addition, participants asked to have links to data provided. Christine will send the ocean jobs Excel sheets with sources listed within the files.
Dominant Species Metric
The group then discussed the preliminary data for the dominant species metric. Christine had some simple questions to discuss before delving into the data. She wondered if sea and Atlantic herring should be combined (yes). The group discussed whether figures reflected what they would expect. Lobster values for New Hampshire looked off. Linda agreed to check in-house on some of the figures. Christine also wondered about including all of the Massachusetts data. She's worried that the data will be skewed if it reflects areas outside of the Gulf of Maine. Linda suggested that Christine try to find the landings by county. She suspected that someone at the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries should be able to help. (Action requested: Christine will try to obtain county only data. If not available she will look into the Gloucester data).
Patty thought that the lobster information for NB and NS looked off. She wondered if data from the LFA's was excluded. She suggested Linde Greening would be a good person to contact about this. (Action requested: Christine will try to connect with Linde).
Bob discussed what the ultimate goal of the indicator is. He mentioned that it reflects dependence in some states on one species. He also thinks that comparisons from State to State are interesting. Linda disagreed and stated she would be more interested in seeing all of the Gulf of Maine data combined. (Action requested: Christine will combine the data for two time points and summed for Gulf (years: 2000 and 2010).
Next Steps
Bob stated that the slides have been useful as they show that the indicator is very interesting and useful. The data needs to be debugged and it was suggested that Christine send the data out (with sources listed) for the group to look at individually once some of the items from this call have been addressed. Action requested: Christine will send the data out with sources listed within the files.

Bob suggested that an index be used to take the data one step further for discussion (Shannon Wiener Index). He agreed to perform the analysis once some of the bugs are worked out of the datasets.

Christine will also revise the slides so that each State and the Provinces are graphed in stacked figures for easier comparisons. In addition, Bob asked that Christine use patterns within the different colors for species as he cannot differentiate between them as presented at this time. (To be done for next call). 
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