Fisheries Conference Call - November 16, 2011
Participants:


Tony Charles (St. Mary's University)

Laurel Col (NMFS)

Graham Goulette (NOAA)

Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)

Bob Steneck (University of Maine)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Ocean Jobs

This conference call utilized 14 slides on ocean jobs provided by Christine Tilburg. Data for the United States was obtained from NOAA (http://www.csc.noaa.gov/snapshots/faq/ocean-jobs.pdf). Canadian data came from the Provincial governments. Christine pointed out that the data for the States was all provided in a similar format and was geographically appropriate. The New Brunswick data was for the Bay of Fundy only. However, the data for Nova Scotia was for the entire province, which could pose a problem. Bob Steneck agreed that including the eastern portion of Nova Scotia would skew the data. It was suggested that DFO might have information broken down to the county level. Christine agreed to talk to her data contact at DFO. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to obtain the Nova Scotia data at the county level). Christine also mentioned that she thought the missing value for off-shore mineral extraction might be zero but will confirm with contacts in New Brunswick. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to verify the off-shore information for New Brunswick regarding mineral extraction).
The group also discussed the fact that information on individuals working on ocean issues in government, research, and environmental NGOs is available for the provinces but not the states. Bob wasn't aware of a way to accessing this data for the US. However, he felt that it was interesting and potentially important. Perhaps a focus box could look at this topic? For example, there is quite a bit of foundation money at this time working with coastal issues in the Gulf of Maine (ex. Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation). 

Individuals Employed By Ocean Sector

The group then discussed Slides 4-7 which showed the number of individuals that are employed by sector. Bob stated that the figures are very useful but surprising. Christine stated that similar figures for Nova Scotia and New Brunswick contain large gaps in the data and aren't of great value. This was the reason that Christine then moved to presenting information in terms of USD.

Currency Value By Ocean Sector

Christine stated that she converted the Canadian values from CAD to USD using annual averages. Bob stated that the figures look off and Christine agreed to verify that the conversions and data transfers are correct.  (Action to be taken: Christine will verify values are correct). Christine stated that she was surprised that tourism so dominated the US side and living resources dominated the Canadian side. Bob stated that this wasn't so surprising as shellfish/fish processing is a large industry in Canada. (Side note-  Bob mentioned that about 80% of US lobsters are processed in Canada).

The group then discussed the data presentations. Patty King stated that stacked graphs are more difficult for her as a user to interpret. It was agreed that the data might be presented several different ways. Patty stated that Slides 13 and 14 (Living Resources trends in employed and USD) are immediately of more interest to her. Graham Goulette wondered if presenting the bars as all 100% would be useful? The group also discussed using pie charts. Christine thought pie charts could be added to the last 2 slides. She'll prepare these for the next call. (Action to be taken: Christine will revise the slides for the next call).
Patty mentioned that it is important that explanations be provided in the fact sheets. She commented that the fishermen she works with can find interpreting certain types of figures or graphs challenging and that having an explanation of how to interpret the figure/graph would be useful. Bob agreed that this is an important point. He suggested that he would be in favor of finding ways to deliver information to the users. Patty agreed and stated that she would be happy to pull some people in from the Fishermen and Scientists Research Society to brainstorm this. The group then discussed potentially having a focus group as part of the Maine Fishermen's Forum. The forum is scheduled for March 2012 in Rockland. Christine agreed to contact the forum coordinator about inclusion in the forum agenda. If a session can't be added to the forum Bob suggested that an evening meeting might work. (Action taken: Christine contacted the Forum coordinator (Chilloa Young) on November 16).

Next Steps

The group agreed to meet again in January to discuss the revised figures and set up a plan for the second indicator.
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