Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference Call - November 17, 2008
Participants:


Thierry Chopin (University of New Brunswick)


Andrew Cooper (DFO)


Joe Crocker (DFO)


Chris Heinig (MER Assessment Corp.)


Eddy Kennedy (DFO - St. Andrews)


Patty King (Fishermen and Scientists Research Society)


Ike Levine (USM)


Jason Link (NOAA)


Linda Mercer (ME DMR)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Data Discovery Update - Aquaculture
Following group introductions, the subcommittee immediately started discussing the data discovery effort as represented by the Excel worksheet that accompanied the proposed agenda for this call. Starting at the top of the table (which is posted in revised format to the ESIP Planning webpage at www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning), the group began with the aquaculture indicators. Christine mentioned that significant progress had been made since the last call with respect to the aquaculture indicators. The current data for New Hampshire has been located, although historical data will not be made available. Maine's data is available. However, she has had issues locating the Massachusetts data. Linda Mercer suggested that Christine contact Mike Hickey, Dave Pierce, and Paul Diodati. (Update: Christine was able to access data from several Massachusetts individuals and now has data from 1998 on). Ike Levine suggested that Christine contact J.J. Newman regarding New Hampshire historical data. He suspected that NH SeaGrant would have J.J.'s forwarding information. Chris Heinig also suggested Ray Grizzle at UNH for historical data.  (Christine spoke with Ray Grizzle who suggested that Christine reconnect with Bruce Smith and physically go to Durham to copy old records. Christine also contacted NH SeaGrant is awaiting information on J.J.).  
Christine specifically asked if anyone is aware of integrated aquaculture being undertaken in New Hampshire. The group felt that there is no open water integrated aquaculture, however Great Bay Aquaculture operates a land-side facility. Thierry Chopin mentioned that Chris Neefus is the individual working on land-based IMTA in New Hampshire. After some discussion, the group decided that land facilities would not be included in the indicator. It was suggested that Christine contact Rich Langan and Chris Neuse (UNH) to verify that no integrated aquaculture is occurring in New Hampshire. (Action to be taken: Christine will contact Rich and Chris regarding NH integrated aquaculture. Message sent to Rich Langan 11/26/08). Christine also noted that her queries have turned up no integrated aquaculture for Nova Scotia. The group felt this was most likely correct.
Data Discovery Update - Fisheries

Christine asked Andrew Cooper if he had spoken with Stratis Gavaris regarding the Canadian data available for indicator #4 (Mean length for all fish sampled). Andrew replied that he spoke with Stratis on November 14, 2008, and that data are available. The Canadian data is available from two sources: commercial catches and R/V surveys. The data is mainly for groundfish and herring on a species by species level for stock assessment purposes. The reporting of the data is through research documents publicly available on the DFO site. There is generally a time lag between these reports and the sampling. In order for the user to find the information they need, they would need to know when the assessments are done and the exact information they are looking for.
Andrew mentioned that an alternate way to obtain the information would be to request the information from each individual researcher at DFO doing the work. Most of the Gulf of Maine scientists would be at St. Andrews Biological Station. The data should go back approximately 30 years. Andrew mentioned that the usefulness of this particular data was discussed with Stratis. Jason Link stated that this subject has been discussed between himself and Stratis in the past and he feels the indicator is appropriate - particularly when combined with information from the other indicators.

Linda Mercer wondered if the state survey data from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine is included in the current data listed in the table. Jason replied that the NOAA data doesn't include the state survey. However, he can forward the information on calculations to Linda. Linda replied that if she receives this she can do the calculations.

Revisiting Timelines

Christine then refreshed the subcommittee on the activities of the other ESIP subcommittees. Of the six ESIP subcommittees, two have had accelerated activity beginning in June 2008. These two subcommittees (climate change and eutrophication) have made a lot of progress on the data analysis for their indicators and should be releasing separate fact sheets in late 2009. Christine mentioned that she would like the Fisheries and Aquaculture subcommittee to be accelerated in the next phase - however this requires  assistance to be located through an intern or work study student. She asked that subcommittee members think about where a student assistant or intern might be located for next summer/fall.
New Chair

Jason Link mentioned that due to changing job responsibilities, he needs to step down as chair of this subcommittee. He thanked Christine for making this position easy for him and suggested to the group that the subcommittee is in good shape to take on a new chair. Christine stated that the chair has only a few responsibilities different than other subcommittee members. In particular, the chair is invited to participate in the ESIP Steering Committee calls once a month that establish the direction of ESIP. She asked that anyone interested in this position please contact her.
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