Aquaculture Conference Call - November 30, 2009
Participants:


Sebastian Belle (Maine Aquaculture Association)


John Brawley (Saquish Scientific LLC)


Ian Bricknell (UMaine)


Dick Clime (Maine Aquaculture Innovation Center)

Thierry Chopin (University of New Brunswick)

Karen Coombs (NB Department of Agriculture and Aquaculture)


Judy Li (NOAA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)
Economic Value

Following the introductions, the group immediately began looking at the slides Christine Tilburg provided summing up the data she has located. The initial data slide discussed provided information on economic value. Christine mentioned that she has been able to locate the Massachusetts and Maine data for the most part. However, she has not been able to locate very much information on New Hampshire. It was suggested that she ask Rich Langan for assistance once again. In addition, it was suggested that she connect with Sean Bowen at the Department of Agriculture and ask for his suggestions for points of contact. Judy Li asked if the values on the slide include recreational data. Christine felt that the data as given to her reflects commercial harvest. John Brawley wondered if the towns in New Hampshire might have the data. In Massachusetts the towns collect similar information. It was also suggested that Bob Rowe at the East Coast Shellfish Growers Association (www.ecsga.org) might have the information. Sebastian Belle suggested Christine connect with Ken Lavally at NH Sea Grant. He also thought that George Nardy at Great Bay Aquaculture might have some information. Rawley Barnaby at NH Seagrant might also be able to assist. (Action to be taken: Christine will connect with the individuals listed above for suggestions). Sebastian also suggested Christine request the most recent USDA Northeast Regional Aquaculture Situation and Outlook reporting from Dana Morse. Dana might also be able to suggest individuals to connect with in Massachusetts and New Hampshire.
With respect to the two Provinces, Christine has been able to locate data for the entire Province, but not broken down by county. Christine stated that because some waters of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia fall outside the Gulf of Maine it's important that she locate the data by county. Karen Coombs agreed to send the data by county to Christine. (Action to be taken: Karen will send information to Christine). It was suggested that Toby Balsch could locate the correct person to speak with for Nova Scotia. (Action to be taken: Christine will connect Toby for suggestions).

Leases/Area

Christine mentioned that she's also been collecting information on the number of permitted leases and leased areas for each State and Province. She asked if the group had a preference regarding the leases or areas. Thierry Chopin stated that both the number of permits and amount of area included are both interesting. Karen agreed. There was some discussion about how the integrated multi-trophic aquaculture sites are reflected in the lease numbers. It was agreed that these sites should be separated out when possible. 
Judy Li wondered about how often the areas are being used and wondered if there was a way to reflect intensity. Christine stated that she hasn't seen that information. However, the economic value indicator would provide some idea of the production. It was agreed by the group that the economic value is an useful indicator for this. Thierry stated that releasing the productivity of specific sites would be difficult. He suspected that individuals wouldn't be comfortable having that information available. John agreed that trying to locate this information would be difficult and not particularly desirable. 

John also suggested that the Army Corp might have information on the locations of leased areas. In the New England Stated that ACOE releases programmatic permits for aquaculture. John suggested that Christine contact Kevin Kotelly. (Action to be taken: Christine will connect Kevin).
Fact Sheet
John also thought that the bushels per area might provide some of the information on productivity.  Sebastian commented that the reporting values change with each species. Some are reported in pounds. Others are reported in bushels and pieces. Reporting certain harvests in pounds might not get at the true harvest. He feels that reporting in a monetary value would be the easiest means of making comparisons across species and jurisdictions.

There was some discussion of experimental leases. It was suggested that these not be included as they are not truly producing. 
Thierry mentioned that bushels do not make sense to him. He suggests that kilos or tonnes be used in the fact sheet. It was also suggested that the area unit be confined to hectares.

In addition, because each jurisdiction is collecting the information differently, it is critical that a footnote describe the actual methods for calculating economic value and areas.  Sebastian was concerned about the different means of calculating yields. For example New Brunswick reports projected yield based on areas. The economic numbers are derived from how much can be stocked in an area. Some locations do not do post harvest calculations. The best solution is to go to a third party and have them do industry interviews. New Brunswick, for example, has done a similar practice in recent years.  Sebastian agreed to send Christine the names of his counterparts in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. (Action to be taken: Sebastian will send this information to Christine).
Next Steps

Christine suggested that she try to locate more information following the leads mentioned during the call. She would like the group to come back together for another call in late January or February. The group agreed with this approach.
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