Fisheries Conference Call – September 5, 2013
Participants:

Graham Goulette (NOAA)

Linda Mercer (Maine DMR)

David “Moe” Nelson (NOAA)

Cheri Patterson (NH Fish and Game)
Shannon Scott-Tibbetts (FSRS)
Laurel Smith (NMFS)
Rob Stephenson (DFO and UNB)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Rick Wahle (UMaine)
Update Ocean Jobs
The call began with a revisit to the ocean jobs indicator and issues Christine Tilburg is having bringing the datasets into a comparable picture for the Gulf of Maine. Christine asked the group how they felt about the two figures she produced. The first figure showed the number of individuals employed. For this figure in order to bring in self-employed numbers for the US side (Canadian values have self-employed included already) the values are lumped together as fish processing, commercial fisheries and aquaculture.
In contrast Christine also produced a figure showing the number of fishing licenses for each State and Province. Rick Wahle commented that the two figures tell users different things. Rick pointed out the contrast for the Nova Scotia values between the two figures. Christine asked the group what they preferred. Linda Mercer stated that she would lean towards using the number of individuals employed. She stated that, at least in Maine’s case, many of the licenses are with individuals that are not actually active. Rob Stephenson agreed that the same would hold true for the Nova Scotia and New Brunswick values. Rick stated that this could be misleading. The group agreed to use the figures showing number of people employed in the fishing, aquaculture and fish processing.
Update Dominant Species Metric

Christine started the conversation about the second indicator by explaining that she needed to rework the Canadian data as some fishing areas were not included in the original dataset from DFO. The group discussed the figures. Rick requested that the top 4 or 5 species be included. The group agreed that this might have more value. Rob stated that he would feel more comfortable if 90% of the catch was represented (Action to be taken: Rework figures with top 4-5 species).

The group also agreed that the values should be noted on figures as landed values.  (Action to be taken: Needs to be fixed). Rick wondered if there was any value in looking at the landed value per pound. He stated that lobster is consistently the most valuable. Rob pointed out that then you would lose species such as eels. He stated that this would change the question being asked. The group agreed to stick with the figures currently produced.
Diversity by Subregion

Christine then asked Laurel Smith to describe the diversity analysis she did for the subcommittee. Christine stated that this is just a first-cut to see if the indicator could be calculated for the subregions. Rick thought that the figures produced were very interesting. He requested that a division would be made between the northern coastal shelf and southern coastal shelf (division around the Penobscot). Laurel stated that this is possible if a shapefile is sent to her. She also mentioned that the NMFS survey does not provide a lot of coverage nearshore. 

Rick also wondered about the number of species found in the trawls. He stated that the diversity index also takes into account the evenness with which the species are represented. He thought side by side graphs of the diversity index and species richness would have a lot of value. Christine pointed out that species richness is the fourth fisheries subcommittee (as population of species by subregion). Rob pointed out that a lot of this analysis has already been done by the Census of Marine Life group. He suggested that the COML information be used or at least reviewed before reinventing the process. The group on the phone agreed. Christine agreed to look through that information (or connect with Peter Lawton and Lew Incze). She suggested that she provide this information on the next call. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to research what analysis was done by the Census of Marine Life prior to the next call).
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