Eutrophication Subcommittee Conference Call - September 12, 2008
Participants:


Mike Doan (Friends of Casco Bay)

Jim Latimer (US EPA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)

Phil Trowbridge (NH DES)


Andy Sharp (Clean Annapolis River Project)

* 0.5 hour in-kind added for all participants.

Greetings and Schedule
Following general greetings around the table, Christine Tilburg brought up the Terms of Reference for the Eutrophication Subcommittee (as modified August 2008 and attached to the proposed agenda). Jim Latimer asked about the fact sheets referenced in the Terms of Reference. Christine replied that the fact sheet referenced by the line:

"October-November - Assist ESIP Program Manager in producing ESIP fact sheet introducing ESIP and the priority indicators" refers to the general fact sheet produced with the Steering Committee's guidance stating what/who ESIP is and what the selected priority indicators are for all of the subcommittees. The other fact sheet referenced:

"Release fact sheet with status and trends of indicators" refers to reporting out on the historical information available for the 4 Eutrophication indicators: N and P loading, dissolved oxygen, secchi depth, and chlorophyll a). Phil Trowbridge asked how long these fact sheets are supposed to be. Christine replied that she envisions the general ESIP fact sheet (to be released this Winter) as four pages per the suggestion of the Steering Committee. The status and trends fact sheet for the Eutrophication Subcommittee will probably be two pages.

Embayments
Christine then asked the call participants to discuss the embayments file she also attached to the proposed agenda. She reminded everyone that they had requested she put together a list of embayments in the Gulf of Maine. She explained that the first two columns simply list embayments in the ESIP Monitoring Map and ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool via the "zoom to" function. The next column lists embayments noted in the EPA eEstuaries effort (as requested by the subcommittee). The last column is a cross-walk showing what data is available for each embayment or estuary. Phil asked what the eEstuaries effort is. Jim replied that it is a decision support tool inventorying all relatively large estuaries in the country. It is meant to provide data and link to information about each estuary. 
Christine asked if there are any comments about missing estuaries for the States. Phil suggested that she check Suzanne Bricker's report, especially paying attention to the Gulf of Maine pilot study. He mentioned that using estuaries from these reports would be beneficial as there are shape files and other pertinent data for calculating loadings available from these reports. Christine agreed to revisit these publications.
Christine then asked if there were comments regarding the Canadian-side. Andy Sharp mentioned that he would include Petitcodiac/Head of Bay of Fundy. He also mentioned that Digby Neck is not an embayment and should be removed. In addition, Passamaquoddy Bay/ St. Criox River/ Grand Maman should be listed under New Brunswick. Christine will make these changes. Andy said he'd try to track down some data. He wondered what type of data the group was looking for. Christine mentioned that for the other locations, she has looked for QA/QC, geo-referenced data which is preferably public. 
With respect to loading data, Andy asked if concentration data should be collected. Jim stated that it isn't concentration data that is needed but loading or input values. Phil asked if the group was aware of some work Driscoll (Cornell) has done on Nitrogen loading? He agreed to forward the reference to Christine (who will forward to the group). He cautioned that Driscoll tends to report anthropogenic net numbers, but the articles might still be of interest.
Fall Assistance

Christine then mentioned that ESIP has secured fall assistance with a Tufts University graduate student. Holly Elwell is working on her Master's degree and did some work on data analysis for the Climate Change subcommittee this summer. She has agreed to look at the data for two eutrophication indicators this fall (dissolved oxygen and N/P loading). Christine suggested that a first task for Holly might be inventorying the different methods used in the Gulf of Maine to calculate loading. The group agreed that this seemed like a good starting point.

Fall Schedule

Christine then proposed the following fall schedule:

October - webinar/call to discuss loading methodologies (Phil commented that this might be a difficult issue - speaking from his own experience in trying to normalize loading).

November - webinar/call to go through the dissolved oxygen data

Prior to October, Christine will contact Mike Brylinski and Canadian members of the ESIP Steering Committee for assistance with data. Also, she will send out the Powerpoint presentation 1.5 weeks ahead of both webinar/calls so people have a chance to look at the information in detail. In the next two weeks she will try to find a date for the October call that works with everyone's schedules.
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