Contaminants Conference Call  February 10, 2008
Participants:


Barb Buckland (EC)


Adria Elskus (USGS and U Maine)

Diane Gould (EPA)


Kats Haya (DFO)

Jocelyne Hellou (BIO)


Christian Krahforst (Mass. Bay NEP)


Wendy Leo (MWRA)

Charlie Strobel (EPA)

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

Introductions
The call opened with members introducing themselves and their organizations. In addition, Christine Tilburg explained that Wendy Leo requested a new US chair be found for the subcommittee. Adria Elskus agreed to step up and co-chair for the group.
Data Discovery: Sediment Triad
Christine asked if everyone had found some time to look at the data discovery table on the ESIP Planning site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning). She mentioned that several people have mailed her changes and she will revise the table of the planning site (Table revised 2-12-08 in the Contaminants Subcommittee folder). Jocelyne Hellou mentioned that there is not a wide program for sampling in Canada, as opposed to the US. She said that there are spots of information and data. Kats Haya agreed and thought that there should be more data involved with St. John. He mentioned that Sean Brilliant or Peter Wells would know. Christine stated that Peter Wells does know that she is trying to find this data - and he suggested in previous conference calls for this subcommittee that the only data available would be for ocean disposal sites and the St. John region.

Wendy Leo mentioned that she is unclear on what exactly is being used with the sediment triad data. She believes that the group shouldn't limit itself to datasets that have all three legs of the triad. Christine mentioned that in previous calls it was agreed that having 1 or 2 legs of the triad might be sufficient. Kats added that there are all kinds of data within DFO and UNB in relation to multibeam analysis. He feels it is the sediment toxicity that is holding up the process. Charlie Strobel agreed that the weakest leg of the triad is the toxicity. However, if you have chemistry and benthic condition data - that might be sufficient. Adria Elskus agreed. 

Jocelyne mentioned that the triad is really an evolving concept. Peter Chapman has produced papers recently that revise the thinking on the triad. Three components are not always required. 

Information on Chapman paper: "Should the sediment quality triad become a tetrad, a pentad, or possibly even a hexad?" Chapman, P.M. 2006 Journal of Soils and Sediments 6(1), pp. 4-8

Barb Buckland mentioned that the three legs of the triad are solid measures on their own. Adria felt that the group needs to be more flexible. It's not necessary that all three legs are present-  though it is more powerful if they are. 

Action Needed: Subcommittee members agreed to send forward possible datasets to Christine that contain one or more legs of the sediment triad. Christine will add these into the data discovery table.

Data Discovery: Gulfwatch 
Christian Krahforst provided an update on the status of the Gulfwatch data. Gulfwatch is currently being used in connection with a UNH project to make the data compliant with the FGDC. The data up through 2006 for all parameters will be available soon. Diane Gould wondered about other programs doing mussel tissue sampling in the Gulf of Maine. She mentioned a program in Maine which has sampled since 1997 (Diane forwarded information to be added to data discovery table). Wendy Leo stated that the MWRA does addition mussel monitoring. She forwarded to the group a link to a report synthesizing MWRA contaminant monitoring, including a comparison of Gulfwatch results with MWRA mussel monitoring results. (Document uploaded to ESIP Planning Site) She stated that these sites involve caged mussels and the data might not be comparable with Gulfwatch. Christian mentioned that NH does additional sampling, but these locations are included in Gulfwatch. NOAA Status and Trends includes mussel data, but there might be compatibility issues with those data also.

Data Discovery - Shellfish Sanitation Data

Kats suggested that Christine follow up with Jennifer Martin on fecal coliform and harmful algal data for Canadian locations. In addition, he stated that he would forward some more contacts for other aspects of the shellfish sanitation data. (E-mail received, Christine will follow up).

Over-arching Issues

Barb wondered if there is an over-arching issue that the ESIP subcommittees are coming up against. She thinks that the groups are at the stage where data need to be brought together and tables/analysis done. She wondered if an intern can be accessed to do some of this work. Christine mentioned that she's tried to write several proposals, etc. to find some money for interns or contractor help. Right now four of the six subcommittees are at the point where it's time to start bringing in the data - it's very difficult for one person to try to do the data process for all subcommittees. She'll write up a list of possible short-term jobs that might be accomplished by another person and send it out to the GOMC development person (David Keeley) and the ESIP subcommittees. Maybe a member will know of someone with time available.

Next Steps

Adria asked that the group be reminded of what the final products ESIP is driving towards. Christine stated that indicators will be used in connection with web tools, possible "fact sheets" and workshops for managers. 
Christine agreed to start to try to bring data into a database at this point. Adria wondered if it wouldn't be more useful to have data reside with parent organizations. Barb thought that in order to look at the data, one would need it in one database. Christine mentioned that she's currently finishing up a project that leaves data with parent organizations and pulls/locally caches with a weekly update. Numerous problems have been encountered, especially with the format of the data with respect to standards. She doesn't think that this is an option at this point for the subcommittee.

The group agreed that Christine will start bringing together data. Once she has sufficient progress to report (or issues she needs help resolving) she will call together another call.
February 10, 2008  - Page 1

