Contaminants Conference Call July 31, 2013
Participants:

Adria Elskus (U Maine/USGS)

Gareth Harding (BIO)


Steve Jones (UNH)

Matt Liebman (EPA)


Wendy Leo (MWRA)


David Page (Bowdoin)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC)
* Slides were prepared for use with this conference call

NCA Sediment Figures

After greetings individuals on the call began discussion of the revised figures. Christine Tilburg discussed the slides as they presented the reanalysis of the data. She explained that some of the NCA sites are revisited from year to year. Those sites are now available in the ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool as a time series. In addition, the sites are now presented on the figure as medians. Christine also explained that she calculated the median of the A, B, and C sites for the general sites as those are alternate sites for the specific locations. Steve Jones stated that this is perfectly satisfactory given the way that the NCA sampling protocol is set up. Christine agreed and stated that she had spoken with John Kiddon about sampling routines for the NCA program and determined that this was appropriate. Specific latitudes and longitudes will still be available for downloading through the Tool if users are interested.

David Page thought the figures were interesting and pointed out that there are a handful of places, such as the Penobscot in Maine, that demonstrate the localized nature of these contaminants. Gareth Harding requested that the figure caption note that the NCA dataset stops at the Canadian border. Steve agreed. The group wondered if the dots in the figure would be easier to see if the extent was cropped in more. The group was comfortable removing large portions of the Bay of Fundy from the figure. (Action to be taken: Change the extent of the figure to zoom in more/remove most of the Bay of Fundy).
Gulfwatch Figures

The group then discussed the revised Gulfwatch figures. Christine wondered at the higher amounts of Mercury at St. John (NBTC). Steve suggested that the untreated sewage discharged from St John may be a cause. The mercury levels are higher at NBTC as well as the aluminum; and iron levels, suggesting these animals had elevated levels of sediments. This combined with Gareth’s statement that dredge materials are dumped nearby is a more defendable explanation for the elevated mercury. The group also expressed some concern about the higher amounts of mercury at the Machias site. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to look and verify that this value is correct – was it entered correct or is it an outlier?). (From Steve Jones e-mail after the call: The data are limited for this site, but do show slightly elevated (>0.2) levels of Hg).
The group also discussed the difficulty in reading the smallest bin for values on the Gulfwatch figures. It was suggested that zooming in on the Gulfwatch figures and also increasing the size of the dots would be helpful. (Action to be taken: Change the extent on the Gulfwatch figures to zoom in slightly. Also change the size of the figures).

General Fact Sheet Notes

Christine stated that the group now has time to work slowly on the text of the Fact Sheet. The following was noted:

· The group would like to use one unit throughout for the fact sheet (ppb/ppm) on all figures, the text, and the Indicator Reporting Tool . (Action to be taken: Christine needs to make this change in the Tool).
· There needs to be a definition box on the first page when this unit is used explaining the conversion of ppb/ppm to other units.
· When the text for the fact sheet is sent, the subcommittee members would also like the Excel spreadsheet included.
· Wendy Leo also suggested that the fact sheet direct readers to the new State of the Gulf Reports (these would likely be in the For More Information section of the ESIP webpage not the fact sheet).
· Some of the figures have incorrect units, so this should be corrected while making changes to one unit for all figures.
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