Contaminants Conference Call  September 28, 2010
Participants:

Adria Elskus (U Maine/USGS)


Diane Gould (EPA)

Gareth Harding (BIO)


Jocelyne Hellou (BIO)


Steve Jones (UNH)


Wendy Leo (MWRA)


Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)


Peter Wells (Dalhousie/Acadia)
Shellfish Sanitation Data
Following greetings and confusion due to the phone bridge, the group jumped into discussion of the shellfish sanitation data as forwarded in an Excel spreadsheet. Christine Tilburg mentioned that the New Hampshire numbers were revised following some work by Steve Jones. She also stated that one loose end from the last call was a question regarding the apparently low percentages for the two Provinces. She pointed out a comment from Chris Roberts (EC) that addressed this issue:

The ratio of restricted/prohibited to approved/conditionally-approved is quite a bit higher in the Bay of Fundy than in other shellfish growing areas.  Regionally, the ratio is approximately 1.5.  Of the current 678 km2 of P+R+CR, approximately 500km2 is in just five very large prohibited or restricted areas that are non-productive from a shellfish perspective and are located downstream or adjacent to agricultural or urban areas [Saint John NB, Moncton NB (Petitcodiac River), Truro NS (Salmon River estuary), Cumberland Basin NB/NS, St. Croix and Cornwallis River estuaries].  In fact, these are administrative closures that we do not routinely monitor.  So the ratio itself is a bit misleading even if the trend is valid.

Gareth Harding stated that he was not sure that the U.S. States and Canadian  Province's values are comparable. There was some discussion of the various government's monitoring plans for the restricted, conditionally approved, and approved areas. Gareth stated that he thought the purpose of the exercise is to compare between the different areas. The group also discussed the basis of the indicator. 

Peter Wells stated that the bottom line is whether the acreage is open or closed. It doesn't truly matter whether the site is monitored or assumed polluted. Steve agreed and clarified that all approved or conditionally approved sites are based on monitoring data.

Diane Gould wondered if it would be more useful to present each State or Province separately with the variable presented being only the acres of approved and conditionally approved. Steve expressed concern that NH's values would be small and not significant when presented this way. The group thought that each State or Province might be graphed separately. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to make figures showing acres approved and conditionally approved. Each state will be presented separately. The graphs could stack on top of each other - Steve agreed to help in locating the historical information).
There was some discussion of the format that the graphs might take - percent change from beginning to end, etc. Adria Elskus stated that as long as the data are there the figures can be revised until the subcommittee is pleased.

Gulfwatch

Christine then asked for an update on the Gulfwatch Report. Steve stated that he and Christian Krahforst were funded to take reviewer comments from the most recent version and make the changes so that the full report could be completed. The report was done in July of 2009 but the committee was not satisfied and the work has stalled due to lack of funds. Adria wondered if the report could be put out as a draft. Gareth mentioned that there is a 1-2 page document written up with general conclusions. The group asked to see this document. It was agreed that the next call (tentatively - November) would involve a discussion of the report and perhaps some decisions regarding presenting the information.

Sediment Triad

Christine informed the subcommittee that she has a probable intern that has agreed to pick up on the work completed by Peter Joseph-Kelly (EPA Intern) this past summer. The new intern will likely create a project around the work that still needs to be done with respect to the triad as part of his/her course work. Christine hopes that much of the initial analysis of this work will be completed this Fall Semester and the subcommittee can pick up on the work in the Spring. 
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