Contaminants Conference Call  February 29, 2012
Participants:


Adria Elskus (U Maine/USGS)

Wendy Leo (MWRA)


David Page (Bowdoin)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC)


Peter Wells (Dalhousie/Acadia)
*The conference call made use of slides prepared by C. Tilburg
Comparison of Gulfwatch to Mussel Watch
Christine Tilburg reminded the group that there had been a request during the last call to compare Gulfwatch data to Mussel Watch data for the common sites between the program. There are three common sites shared between the programs (confirmed by Steve Jones). The slides provided tables comparing the pesticides, PAHs, and PCBs between the two programs. Adria Elskus wondered if a table could be provided that showed the ranges of the two programs (instead of the medians). Peter Wells thought that the values actually are quite close considering how much the process between different labs can affect the values. He stated that he wouldn't want to get hung up on precision questions.  (Action to be taken: Christine will draft up a table looking at ranges for the common sites).
Adria agreed with Christine's suggestion that the GIS figures focus on Gulfwatch and a table or text can discuss the two programs together. Peter agreed but stated that it is important that readers of the fact sheet be made aware that the data presented are examples, and that detailed data are available elsewhere and know where to get the data if they want to look more closely at the sites and information (in this case, the Indicator Reporting Tool). (Action to be taken: Fact sheet needs to point out where to get further information).
Fact Sheet and Follow-up Paper?
Christine mentioned that quite a lot of background analysis has now gone on for the contaminants indicators. Some ESIP groups are intending to work on peer-reviewed papers (Eutrophication) or white papers (Coastal Development) as much of what was analyzed can't be included in a four page fact sheet. Peter stated that he would be interested in turning the work into a paper (preferred). He suggested that this be a conversation at the March 12 Gulfwatch meeting in Boston (Christine and Peter will be attending). 
Sediment Triad

The participants on the call then discussed the final indicator - sediment triad. Adria thought that it would be useful to have one of the original documents that Jawed Hameedi prepared sent around before the next call. Christine agreed to do this. She also will bring together what we know about the status of data.(Action to be taken: Pre-call materials to include Jawed's brief note and our understanding of data in the US and Canada).
Adria stated that the group needs to know what it hopes to accomplish with this indicator. David Page agreed and stated that the work is very expensive and time consuming. He thinks that it therefore is important to figure out what a reasonable Plan B would be. In his opinion the most useful information comes from the sediment toxicity and chemistry "legs". David stated that philosophically the triad is a good approach but the benthic component is very costly. He wondered what elements of the classical sediment triad would give us the most information.


Wendy Leo stated that she found the discussion interesting as MWRA has a lot of chemistry and community information and not much toxicity data. Peter stated that the toxicity could be estimated in this case. Peter felt that the sediment triad indicator should not be thrown out. Peter mentioned that this might be a great topic for a SETAC meeting. Adria and David agreed.

David stated that there is a published study on the Delaware River by Linwood Hall that might be of interest to the group. He agreed to send it along to Christine who will then forward it to the group.
Next Call

Christine agreed to QA the GIS figures for the next call (including lat/longs for 1990s data - still don't look right). In addition,  the table with ranges between shared Gulfwatch and Mussel Watch sites will be discussed. Once these two items are wrapped up the subcommittee will use the call to set up a process for handling the sediment triad information.
February 29, 2012  - Page 1

