ESIP Data Discovery: Land Use Research Tasks
As of March 15, 2008
	Sources to check
	Results/Leads

	Hotel/Lodging Tax 

(Dept. of Rev.)
	(For Seasonal changes)

	Maine
	Maine - Jerome (Jerry) Stanhope, Maine DO Revenue, Economic Research Div.Jerome.d.stanhope@maine.gov,207-624-9789, referred to State planning office website Maine.gov/spo

Summary: Data are available by month by town, but would need to be justified in order to send electronic files to us and files would be large.

There are several classes of data:   Lodging Tax sales;  Restaurant sales;   Others



	New Hampshire
	Tom Duffy Office of Energy and Planning 271-2155

ttp://www.nh.gov/oep/programs/DataCenter/Taxes/MRTaxData.html

Hotel and Meal tax data collected by month by county.  Web site says county is the smallest geographic level.  Called and left message for Tom re. finding town info at another location. 

2/26 spoke to Tom there are no other resources to identify seasonal population changes that he knows of.

3/5 Spoke to John Lighthall Discovery Bureau.  NH Dept. of Revenue 603-271-8454 .John said that the information (monthly tax receipts for meals and Accommodations by town) the state will not disclose the information at any level lower than county.  He said he is frequently asked for the info but the regs say he cannot disclose data by town and doesn’t see that changing.  He does do special reports for the governor etc.

Summary: Data can be found by county only.

	Massachusetts


	Commissioner’s office Dept. of Revenue 617 6262201

Lisa Juszkiewicz  617-626-2386 direct line

John Paul Murphy from the office of Tax Policy, Dept. of Revenue at 617-626-2108.  

3/14/08 Spoke to John will send link to meal and hotel tax.  Meal tax is not an accurate picture because if a business has multiple locations the tax is paid in the town of the home office.  He suggested I locate the 2002 BLS Economic Survey and by using MA meal tax and BLS will come closer to actual tax by towns. Here is the link on our website that has the Meals Tax information; this table shows “Taxable” receipts and “Gross” receipts (most meals are taxable).  The actual tax collected is 5% of the “Taxable” amount.  Be sure to note the disclaimer page.

www.mass.gov, click on the tab “For Business”, click on “Quick Links” in the middle of the right hand column, click on “News and Reports”, click on “2004-2005 Meals Data”, or click on “Room Occupancy Revenue Report FY 2006”

Summary: MA tax data is on line by town in PDF format; checking to see if available digitally.  

	Nova Scotia
	Nova Scotia Dept.of Finance @ http://www.gov.ns.ca/finance/statistics/agency/map.asp
And then click on Business stats, tourism
http://www.gov.ns.ca/dtc/pubs/insights/
Welcome, click on “View Provincial overviews” at lower part of page, click on “Tourism Activity Year”, click on “Tourism Activity by Region”

Or from the Welcome page click on “Key Tourism Indicators 2007”

Also – have tourism financial info by year by region

Summary: Hotel and meals data available on data sheets & some pdf; checking to see if available digitally.

	New Brunswick
	Canada Tourism Commission 613-946-1000 left message 3/5 referred to Ca. Tourism Commission, Dept. of Research, Roger La Plante 604-638-8386 left message 3/5 again on 3/14/08

Returned call not the right agency. Canadian Revenue Agency Relations, Vicky Deschenes 506-453-4138 3/5 left message again on 3/14

www.gnb.ca/0397/index-e.asp, click on “Tourism Industry Links”,click on “NB Roofed Accommodations Monthly Occupancy Rates” 

or “NB Roofed Accommodations Month/Year Comparisons and Daily Rates”

3/14 sent e-mail to them at Danielle.McFarlane@gnb.com to find tax info and requested format other than pdf.

Summary: PDF format, not by tax collected, by occupancy; checking to see if available digitally.

	
	

	Employment Density 

(Dept. of Labor)
	(Yearly growth and seasonal changes)

	Maine
	Maine – Dept. of Labor web site contact Wil Chamberlain

207-621-5197

www.state.me.us/labor
tab – Labor Market Analysis

click- “Labor Force”, click “Labor Force, Employment & Unemployment”, click on “A specific Minor Civil Division”

Select a town, select year, click on “Action – Compare”, select “compare over time”.  

Summary: Available in Excel, Text, print view, and graph

	Massachusetts
	www.mass.gov go to lower R column and click “Economic Data”, go to lower R column and click on “Labor Force and Unemployment Rate”, Follow instructions, select city or town, select up to 10 towns, select time period.

Summary: Info available in Excel and print view

	New Hampshire
	The following info was found on the NH.gov web site at http://www.nh.gov/nhes/elmi/nhbed.htmp Economic and Labor Market Information site.

www.nh.gov/nhes, click on “State wide Nonfarm Employment in the lower R hand column, then click on “Local Area Unemployment Statistics” in the Upper L hand column, click on “2000-2007 Benchmark Report”.
Summary: PDF format

	New Brunswick & Nova Scotia

	Still working on tracking these data down


	Land Cover for CA
	EC Remote Sensing

Christine Hutton@nrcan.gc.ca 613-947-3593 (gave referral)

Brian Brisco Brisco@nrcan.gc.ca 613-947-1815 (no call/e-mail returned)

Matt Mahoney (EC in NB)…waiting for Contact info- probably no Impervious surface info done for this area

Wayne Barcleard (EC in NS) …waiting for Contact info- probably no Impervious surface info done for this area except Halifax Regional Municipality (per John Charles of HRM)

Summary: Still checking NS and NB sources, but indications are that Land Cover data have not been analyzed for impervious surfaces.

	Land cover for US
	Collin Homer is the USGS/EROS Data Center PM for Land Use data. See:

http://eros.usgs.gov/;

http://www.mrlc.gov/ (research site further), or http://edc.usgs.gov/products/satellite/mrlc2001.html for most recent data set, which is 30m resolution and is US wide cover.

http://landcover.usgs.gov/us_descriptions.php for state data.

Summary: While national satellite data are not available at a better resolution 30m, the MLRC data do analyze and weight each pixel by the % of impervious surface, which Collin felt was fine for regional analysis.

State level data:

MA: http://www.mass.gov/mgis/impervious_surface.htm
Available in regional tiles, 1m pixel resolution

NH: http://www.granit.unh.edu/data/downloadfreedata/category/databycategory.html Available on-line, 30-m pixel resolution, 1990, 2000, 2005. Fay Ruben 603-862-1792, fay.rubin@unh.edu; 1990, 2000, 2005. See NHEP report: http://www.nhep.unh.edu/resources/pdf/env_ind_land_use-nhep-06.pdf
ME: http://apollo.ogis.state.me.us/catalog/ Available on-line, 5m resolution, 2004

Summary: State level data are available in GIS format, but have different levels of resolution.


