Minutes of ESIP Call – June 10, 2008
Next Meeting:  July 22 at 10:00 AM EDT 
Participants
Charlie Strobel (EPA), Gary Lines (EC), and David Keeley (GOMC).
0.5  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.
Increasing the variety of organizations represented within ESIP

Christine mentioned that there was some discussion at the May meeting about increasing ESIP membership by tapping into groups not currently represented. As the group requested, Christine put together a table showing which organizations were represented in the ESIP subcommittees. Although this item has been moved to the July agenda, David felt that we need to do a better job burrowing into the fed/state/and provincial GIS offices and data managers. For example, the Maine GIS office. He felt that the Steering Committee needs to think strategically about who the leaders are in state, provincial and federal organizations working on geospatial issues. At best, we could bring them into ESIP. At the least, they should be informed about ESIP's activities. Gary mentioned that Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have organizations that are appropriate for this (for example, COGS in NS). David mentioned that COINAtlantic (Paul Boudreau) is another good example. David asked Charlie Strobel to find out who the EPA rep to the FGDC is and forward that name to Christine. Charlie asked that Christine send a reminder to Diane and himself regarding this link. (Christine e-mailed Charlie and Diane  on 6/11).
ESIP Button

Christine mentioned that Jim Cradock kindly has created an ESIP button (as suggested at the May 2008 meeting). The button can be obtained at http://www.gulfofmaine.org/button/. Members of the various ESIP Subcommittees and Steering Committee are encouraged to put the button on their webpages.  David Keeley wondered if Kathryn Parlee might do a brief write-up describing the process of getting through the internal and external hurdles to get the Gulf of Maine Times button on the EC webpage. Christine agreed to ask Kathryn regarding this. (Christine e-mailed Kathryn on 6/11).
Working Group and Council Presentations

Christine briefly discussed the presentations that ESIP has scheduled at both the Working Group and Council meetings in June. The presentations will focus on the Indicator Reporting Tool, furthering interactions between GOMC subcommittees, and funding concerns.
ILM Proposal and Funding Issues
The GeoConnections ILM Proposal was not funded. Funding issues are going to become extremely important for ESIP as we currently are lacking approximately $45,000 for this fiscal year.

Christine wondered if anyone on the call had ideas regarding potential funding sources. David asked Gary Lines about the Health of the Oceans money. Larry Hildebrand has agreed to transfer some money to the Council. There are also internal monies available. David wondered if Gary could talk to Larry regarding possibly contracting some of this money directly. Gary agreed to contact Larry about this.
Dates for Next Calls

Possible dates for next calls:

July 22 10:00 AM EDT

August 26 10:00 AM EDT

September 23 10:00 AM EDT 
October 21 10:00 AM EDT

November 18 10:00 AM EDT

December 16 10:00 AM EDT

Agenda Items moved to July Steering Committee Call:

1. Terms of Reference

At the May 2008 meeting, we postponed working on the ESIP Subcommittee Terms of Reference. However, it is now time to revisit the Terms of Reference for each of the subcommittees and determine how progress should be approached for the next 12 months. Current Terms of Reference are attached to this agenda.

2. Follow-up from May Meeting 

Several items were left for further discussion following the May 2008 meeting. 

1. Organizations represented in ESIP subcommittees (see attached tables - one is a reworking by Marilyn ten Brink)

2. Should ESIP issue targeted invitations to increase representation within subcommittees?  
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