Minutes of ESIP Call – August 26, 2008
Next Meeting:  September 23 at 10:00 AM EDT 
Participants

Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Charlie Strobel (EPA), Diane Gould (EPA), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), Gary Lines (EC), Jim Latimer (EPA), Adria Elskus (U.Maine and USGS), Al Hanson (EC), and Marilyn ten Brink (EPA).
0.5  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.
Terms of Reference

Christine Tilburg opened the call with an update on where the Terms of Reference for each subcommittee stand. She has drafted all of the Terms of Reference and they are currently with the subcommittee chairs for revisions. Once the Terms of Reference have been finalized, they will be presented to the subcommittees. Final Terms of Reference will be posted on the ESIP Planning Site (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning).  Christine also reminded Steering Committee members that if they have forgotten their passcode to the ESIP Planning Site, they simply need to drop her an e-mail and she will send them a reminder.
Proposals/Funding

There are currently two funding proposals the ESIP team is looking at. One is the NB Environmental Trust Fund proposal discussed during the July 2008 call. A second proposal is under discussion for the Mass. Environmental Trust which will be releasing a RFR seeking 2-page Letters of Intent in mid-September. David Keeley is looking to put together a team to work on this proposal. Susan Russell-Robinson updated the group that it appears there is end of the year funding available from Massachusetts CZM (~$10,000) and EPA Region 1 (~20,000). If this comes through (and the difficulty lies in figuring out how to transfer the funds to GOMC and ESIP), then this would close the financial gap until March 2009 when the next set of Environment Canada funds would be available. Therefore, she is feeling comfortable, but not secure about this fiscal year.

Work Study Assistance

This summer ESIP was lucky enough to have the assistance of an intern through EPA Region 1 (Holly Elwell). Holly worked this summer on one of the climate change subcommittee indicators (precipitation) and has expressed interest in continuing her work with ESIP this Fall. Due to her background, Christine has encouraged her to work with two of the eutrophication indicators. 
Climate Change Indicator Status

Due to the assistance from Holly Elwell and another member of the climate change subcommittee, initial analysis for three of the climate change indicators is completed and ready for discussion within the subcommittee. These three indicators are: precipitation, sea level rise, and air temperature.
October NEERS Meeting

Christine is in the process of drafting up an abstract for the Fall NEERS meeting on Block Island, RI. The focus of the symposium is "Global Climate Change in Estuaries and Coasts: Impacts and what we can do about them". The ESIP abstract will likely focus on three climate change indicators mentioned above for the Gulf of Maine region. Holly Elwell will be one of the authors and will assist in the presentation. Susan mentioned that Hilary Neckles will have a table at NEERS on habitat for the Council. (Correction: Hilary will be putting information forward at the Restore America's Estuaries meeting in October, not the NEERS meeting).
ESIP Interaction Diagram (Follow-up)

Adria Elskus had some questions regarding the revised diagram that Jim Latimer put together for ESIP Interactions. She wondered why none of the contaminants indicators were listed. Jim stated that he believes that it was a mistake for them to have dropped off. Christine suggested that there should also be an actual list of indicators available on the general ESIP webpage. Jim thought that this was already available. Christine stated that it is available on the ESIP Planning Site, but that isn't considered our "public" website. Jim agreed to work with the revised diagram to make it clearer. He wondered if he was obsessing needlessly about the diagram and Adria disagreed. She feels it is very helpful. Christine also mentioned that she was hoping to have it as part of the first ESIP fact sheet introducing the indicators and selection process. Susan thought this was a great idea as there will be more room for textural context in the fact sheet. Adria expressed confusion about what the arrows represent. Jim thought the arrows represent exchanging information/data. Adria then suggested that the title be changed to "Subcommittee Data Exchange" instead of interactions. The group agreed. (Action to be taken: Jim will revise the diagram again and send it out for comments).
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