Minutes of ESIP Call – September 23, 2008
Next Meeting:  October 21 at 10:00 AM EDT 
Participants

Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Charlie Strobel (EPA), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), Gary Lines (EC), Hilary Neckles (USGS), Anita Hamilton (DFO), and David Keeley (GOMC), Al Hanson (EC), and Marilyn ten Brink (EPA).
0.75  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.
1. Subcommittee Update

Christine Tilburg went through the table below as a means of updating all of the Steering Committee members on the many activities that the subcommittees are involved in. Progress has been quite rapid in several subcommittees. Hilary Neckles mentioned that she is glad that a group of individuals have been gathered to discuss extent issues. David Keeley also updated the Committee on current efforts to secure New Hampshire Sea Grant funds for bringing together shellfish sanitation data (an indicator for the Contaminants subcommittee). The money would not come through ESIP, instead Steve Jones would receive funds directly from NH Sea Grant to do the work.
	Subcommittee
	Conference Calls
	Indicators
	Current Activities

	Aquatic Habitat
	August 22, 2008
	1. Extent of salt marsh

2. Extent of eelgrass

3. Extent and location of tidal barriers
	A subset of individuals have been brought together to discuss habitat extent (14). A separate listserve has been created and currently C. Tilburg is following leads for Provincial salt marsh and eelgrass data.

	Coastal Development
	August 27, 2007

September 28, 2007

October 31, 2007

January 8, 2008

March 31, 2008

July 24, 2008
	1. Employment density

2. Population density

3. Point sources 

4. Impervious surface
	The subcommittee has asked C. Tilburg to update the 1991 point source file currently used by ESIP. Two states (NH and Mass.) are assisting with State data.

	Contaminants
	October 17, 2007

November 30, 2007

February 10, 2008

May 27, 2008
	1. Sediment triad data

2. Gulfwatch/Mussel Watch Data

3. Shellfish Sanitation Data
	Subcommittee is scheduled to meet again 9/29 and will be updated on status of Gulfwatch data by C. Krahforst.

	Climate Change (accelerated)
	October 16, 2007

December 7, 2007

January 24, 2008

March 19, 2008

June 18, 2008

September 2, 2008
	1. Sea surface temperature

2. Air temperature

3. Precipitation

4. Sea Level
	Subcommittee has a planned webinar to discuss air temperature data in October and is planning another webinar in December to discuss precipitation.

	Eutrophication (accelerated) 
	October 1, 2007

November 28, 2007

February 27, 2008

March 27, 2008

July 8, 2008

September 12, 2008
	1. N and P loading

2. Dissolved Oxygen

3. Chlorophyll a

4. Secchi Depth
	Subcommittee has a planned webinar to discuss loading methodology in October and is planning another webinar in November to discuss dissolved oxygen.

	Fisheries/Aquaculture
	January 7, 2008

February 20, 2008

March 31, 2008

July 2, 2008
	1. Production/leased areas per area for finfish, shellfish, aquaculture

2. Economic value of aquaculture

3. Proportions of stocks at or above targeted abundance or biomass

4. Mean length of fish for everything sampled

5. Economic value of fisheries
	Subcommittee will be meeting again early November.


Jawed Hameedi mentioned that he had sent an e-mail out to the Steering Committee which was really inquiring as to what the next steps are. He is concerned that there are not going to be data available for specific indicators (such as sediment quality). To his knowledge, other than NOAA data, that specific data doesn't exist. Charlie Strobel mentioned the EMAP/NCA data does include sediment chemistry, toxicity and benthic community data. Jawed wondered if the measurements were done in a synoptic fashion. Charlie believed they were presented together, but cautioned the data are only available for some US estuaries. Marilyn ten Brink wondered when the subcommittee might need to revisit some of the secondary indicators that were determined.  Jawed finished his comments by saying that ESIP is making huge progress in terms of narrowing down the indicators to a relatively accessible number (<25 indicators). Susan Russell-Robinson mentioned that she believes ESIP is really a leader when it comes to looking at integrative indicators.

Jawed also stated that he is concerned about having an a priori understanding or buy-in from the targeted users. Christine thought this question is being addressed in two ways. On the "front-end" we have members of the targeted audience involved in the development of the indicators (for example, NS assisting with the development of the indicators with the intention of utilizing these indicators within the provincial government). On the "back-end" there are the planned workshops and training sessions to get the information out and used. Marilyn emphasized the importance ESIP has placed on including potential users in the development of the indicators. Christine agreed that this is an important question for ESIP to constantly return to as it would be a shame to develop these indicators and not have them utilized.

2.  NOAA SARP Proposal

Proposal is due early October and a team (Russell-Robinson, Parlee, Lines, Keeley, and Tilburg)  is putting together complete proposal with associated Letters of Support. According to Letter of Intent, the focus of the proposal is:

1) Develop and prototype implementation of decision support tools -- Build on a formal data discovery initiative conducted with Environment Canada, Clean Air-Cool Planet and US Environmental Protection Agency. We will incorporate data for air temperature trends and anomalies, sea surface temperature, precipitation trends and anomalies and projected sea level rise rates into the ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool on-line decision support resource;

2) Develop outreach/education/extension materials and methodologies -- Conduct five hands-on training sessions in the region in 2009 with coastal managers and decision-makers to assist them in their efforts to reduce vulnerability and increase community resilience in the face of climate change, variability and related hazards. 

3) Program Assessment -- Evaluate usability of web-based ESIP Monitoring Map, ESIP Web Site, and ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool to ensure modifications and updates enhance the “find, get and use” experience of decision-makers.
David Keeley mentioned that the proposal is for $100,000 and the program officers implied that it would be quite competitive. He also emphasized that the program assessment piece is of particular interest to the SARP team. Gary Lines also mentioned that the proposal as it is being written really fits into where ESIP and NOAA are trying to go - taking data and developing indicators across jurisdictions. Even more importantly, it approaches the difficult struggle of getting information out to the users. Susan mentioned that it is one thing to have data out there - it is quite another thing to have people using it.

3.  Data Assistance Needed
Christine then mentioned some data she is trying to track down and asked that Steering Committee members with suggestions contact her:

· Point source Data - Maine, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia

· David suggested Christine contact David Courtemanch. Kathryn Parlee said she would follow up with the Water Quality Monitoring Group.

· Nitrogen or Phosphorus Loading for Canadian estuaries

· Secchi depth for Canadian estuaries

· Dissolved oxygen for Canadian estuaries

· Chlorophyll a for Canadian estuaries
· Kathryn stated that she would follow up for the Eutro indicators with CABIN (which CARP feeds into)
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