Minutes of ESIP Call – December 20, 2007

Next Call:  Proposed January 22, 2008 - TIME CHANGE 1:00  PM (Eastern Standard Time)
Participants

Diane Gould (EPA), Anita Hamilton (DFO), Gary Lines (EC), Susan Russell-Robinson (DOI), Kathryn Parlee (EC), David Keeley (GOMC), Justin Huston (NS Dept. F&A), Charlie Strobel (EPA), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), and Gary Matlock (NOAA)
1  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.
Meeting May 8, 2008

Based on information received from the November ESIP Steering Committee call and e-mails, the easiest location for the ESIP Steering Committee and chairs meeting is in Boston, Massachusetts. Christine reminded everyone that the group had decided an early start on May 8 would probably allow for late afternoon/early evening travel home.  Christine asked the group if anyone had suggestions of locations close to Boston that might have cheaper lodging. Both Brookline and Waltham were mentioned as accessible and cheaper than downtown Boston. Mariner's House (http://www.marinershouse.org/) was mentioned as a location that has been used in the past for Council meetings. Diane Gould suggested Christine contact her about looking into some meeting details once the new year starts. 

Action taken: Christine e-mailed the contact that the Council has used a Mariner's House to request information about lodging and conference space provided. 

GeoConnections Design Questions

The ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool is coming along after hitting several stumbling points. At this time, GoMOOS has been able to provide little assistance in the tool development stages due to personnel turnover and issues on the GoMOOS end. This has left ESIP in need of assistance from the Steering Committee on design and data questions. Christine mentioned that it's important that when DM Solutions has requests, ESIP is able to supply answers or directions rapidly.  DM Solutions is currently bringing the data in from the data partners. They requested postponing the release until February 8. It was felt this didn't leave enough time between the end of the contract and release (end is February 29). We requested that they complete work by January 31. 
Christine asked if Steering Committee members if there might be people in the organizations of the Steering Committee that could provide assistance. Kathryn Parlee, Charlie Strobel, Susan Russell-Robinson, and Anita Hamilton all mentioned there might be people they could access. In addition, it was suggested that Christine contact the Council's IT group. Christine mentioned that to her knowledge Seth Barker had stepped down as chair of IT. Paul Currier has apparently become chair of the group.

Action to be taken: Christine will send an e-mail explaining some background information about the ESIP Indicator Report Tool to Anita, Kathryn, Charlie, Susan, and Paul. This e-mail can be forwarded to people that might be able to provide assistance and give them information they need to help. Please cc Christine so that she has the names of each individual that might be able to help.

Assistance with Data Collection
Several of the subcommittees are at the point of pulling together long-term data on the proposed indicators (Climate Change and Contaminants). This is very exciting but requires some thought about the time needed to do a thorough data collection.  David Keeley suggested that it might be possible to access an intern or similar person to do some of the data collection from within Steering Committee organizations. Christine followed up on a different suggestion of David's that she ask Gary Lines and the Climate Change Network for assistance with the Climate Change data and Gary has agreed to help. However, she needs help collect some data for Contaminants and predicts that there will be a need to collect data for two other subcommittees in the new year. Jawed Hameedi mentioned that he can assist with the Contaminants group. Christine mentioned she is still looking for Canadian sediment triad data. Peter Wells had originally stated that he would follow up with a Canadian scientist (Dr. Tay) regarding data, but she doesn't believe contact has been made. 

Susan Russell-Robinson reminded the group that assistance that is provided to ESIP should be recorded as in-kind for reporting to Cindy Krum. Christine mentioned that she does keep track of the hours different members participate in conference calls, however additional work should be reported to Christine for inclusion in the in-kind calculations.
Action to be taken: Christine will send an e-mail to Jawed specifically stating the help she needs at this point for the Contaminants group. Kathryn Parlee initiated contact with Dr. Tay immediately following the conference call and Christine will call him in the new year.
Action to be taken: Members of the group also agreed to think about what access might be available for a college intern or similar person that would be available for doing data discovery work for several months.
Action Plan Grantee Report

The Saco River Corridor Commission submitted their progress report in November. Effort on the Action Plan grant was divided in two phases. John Shipman and Sylvia Carney were asked to assess where data might be obtained in the first phase focused on the following two potential indicators:


1. Density/Population


2. Point sources.

The second phase will be initiated when the Coastal Development Subcommittee is closer to a decision regarding the potential third indicator.

EPA Education Grant

David Keeley put together a proposal to do materials and tutorials in connection with the ESIP Monitoring Map and ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool. Proposal was submitted on December 20. The proposal focuses on delivering tutorials and forums for using the ESIP Monitoring Map through the GOMT and public forums (2 per Province or State). The RFP requested $39,000 and included a cash in-kind from Environment Canada of $16,500. David mentioned that if ESIP is a recipient of the EPA funds work for the grant would begin in July. He also mentioned that the proposal was geared specifically to complement rolling out of the two ESIP products. 
David stressed the importance of members being on the look-out for RFPs. He requested that RFPs that appeared to match ESIP's goals and audiences should be forwarded to Christine. With the Environment Canada funds, ESIP only has approximately 25% of the funds needed for 2008-2009.
BOFEP
Anita Hamilton asked the group if they were aware of any linkages between the Bay of Fundy Ecosystem Partnership (BoFEP) and ESIP as she thinks it is clear there is potential for a lot of interaction between the two groups. Justin Huston mentioned that he believed BoFEP was more heavily involved with data and the academic-side. He does believe that quite a few Canadian folks involved with BoFEP. Susan Russell-Robinson thought BOFEP had quite a few working groups, but that they are presently dormant. Another member of the group mentioned that this might have been the case in the past, but BoFEP recently received funding and work was starting to increase. Christine agreed to try to find a membership list for BoFEP to assess how many members are involved in both BoFEP and ESIP. In addition, Anita said she'd try to connect more with Peter Wells, who is involved significantly with BoFEP.

Action to be taken: Christine will try to determine how many ESIP members are involved with BoFEP. Anita will work with Peter Wells to try to increase interactions between ESIP and BoFEP.
Proposed January Call Dedicated to Subcommittee Report

The subcommittee effort is really picking up. Several of the subcommittees are close to proposing the priority indicators. Christine would like to dedicate the January 2008 Steering Committee meeting to the subcommittee work. Proposed agenda would involve each chair discussing the indicators that will probably be put forth. The remainder of the discussion would focus on potential interaction between the proposed indicators. The Steering Committee agreed that this is a good time to have this discussion. Christine will contact each chair and specifically let them know about the plans for this call.
Action to be taken: Christine will contact the chairs of each subcommittee and make sure they know about the plans for the January call.
Next Conference Call: January 22, 1:00 PM EST

Anita Hamilton requested that the group move the January 22 call to the afternoon. The group agreed and the call is now set for 1:00 PM EST.









