Minutes of ESIP Call – April 30, 2007
Next Call:  Proposed: May 25, 2007 - 10 AM (Eastern Time)
Participants

Barb Buckland (EC), Diane Gould (EPA), Gary Lines (EC), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), Charlie Strobel (EPA), Christine Tilburg (ESIP)
* 1/2 hour has been recorded as In-Kind for each of the above participants, excluding C. Tilburg
1.  GeoConnections
Christine Tilburg provided an update on the status of the GeoConnections project to develop web tools for use with contaminant and nutrient data. A RFP was sent out for the Canadian vendor portion of the project and 1 proposal was received. The team that put in the proposal is the GoMOOS preferred vendor and has worked on the Habitat Map for the Habitat Committee of GOMC and the ESIP Monitoring Map. According to the modified GeoConnections timeline, vendor selection was to be done by May 11. Christine has spoken to Cindy Krum and Tom Gale/Tom Shyka of GoMOOS and is trying to get the contract out this week (4/30-5/4).

Christine also reminded the group of the upcoming meeting with GeoConnection's Tony Turner in New Brunswick prior to the Climate Change Network Launch/ESIP Meeting. At least one person from GoMOOS will be attending this discussion also. The meeting is set for evening of 6/10 in the "Library" room of the Fairmont Algonquin.
Finally, ESIP was asked to submit an abstract to the BIO Ocean Biodiversity Informatics Conference in Dartmouth October 2-4. Christine is intending to do a poster presentation at the BIO meeting. In addition, ESIP will submit an abstract to the ERF Special Session titled "Beyond Monitoring and Observing Systems: Scientific Tools and Applications" to be held November 5-8 in Rhode Island. Steering Committee members like the idea of the GeoConnections/ESIP work being presented at these meetings.
2. ESIP Monitoring Map (Available on ESIP Webpage)

Christine informed the Steering Committee that she met with Peter Taylor, Jim Cradock, and Seth Barker regarding the current version of the ESIP Monitoring Map. There is some money left in the budget to do some further work with this map. Seth and Jim are working on some small changes to improve the speed of the map. The changes should be done in the next 2 weeks. Christine also requested a help function on the initial map that loads. Other ideas include having the map load to an image of the map and having the mouse function more like what is present in GoogleMaps. Kathryn suggested that the map open to a greater "zoom" out of the data and mentioned that all of the locations and colors make for a lot of clutter on initial opening of the map. Kathryn e-mailed further detailed suggestions and a mock-up of a proposed site to Christine on 4/30. Christine forwarded  these suggestions ahead to Jim and Peter and will discuss possible changes at their scheduled  meeting on May 8th.
Action Requested: Please look over the ESIP map on the ESIP webpage prior to May 7th and e-mail Christine with changes you think would improve the map. Please note that loading time will be slow until Jim and Seth are finished with the above work.
3. Climate Change Network Launch

Gary Lines provided an update on the current plan and agenda for the June 11 meeting. Gary mentioned that the morning will be spent on short presentations to set the work for an intense afternoon session. Time is short, but the possibilities for collaboration and results are great. A second meeting notice will be going out shortly to ESIP members. Gary also mentioned that they are thinking of having a concurrent talk or event take place during the ESIP break-out portion of the meeting for meeting attendees that are not involved with the ESIP work. 

Christine discussed the package that will be sent to all ESIP members mid-May in preparation for the meeting (whether or not attending). The ESIP package will include: Terms of Reference (with timelines) and a short summary of indicators that have been mentioned during previous workshops. The summary will include information on page numbers/presentation links for easy reference during discussions. Susan R2 mentioned that she particularly likes the idea of page numbers for easy reference.
Action Requested: The summary will include information from the RARGOM presentations, Listening Sessions Report information, and 2004 northeast coastal indicators workshop. If committee members are aware of other documents from GOMC events that should be incorporated, please forward to Christine prior to 5/9.

4. New Business?

No one had new business to bring up. Christine requested that people e-mail her with good days/bad days for May teleconference.
