Minutes of ESIP Call – June 27, 2007
Next Call:  Proposed July 25, 2007 - 12:00 PM (Eastern Time)
Participants

Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), Jason Naug (DFO), Kathryn Parlee (EC), David Keeley (GOMC), Diane Gould (EPA)
* 1 hour has been recorded as In-Kind for each of the above participants, excluding C. Tilburg
1.  Climate Change Network Launch and ESIP Meeting (June 11)
Christine Tilburg gave a recap of how the ESIP meeting and Climate Change Network Launch went in New Brunswick. The meeting was very successful at creating dialogue between the different ESIP subcommittees. Christine was also pleased that several Council Working Group members and Tony Turner (GeoConnections) were able to attend and get a better sense of how ESIP is progressing. Kathryn Parlee, David Keeley, and Susan Russell-Robinson agreed that the meeting was successful.

Christine noted that a broad summary of the meeting along with Gary Line's Climate Change Indicator talk and Christine's ESIP talk will be posted to the "what's new" part of the webpage. At that time a message will go out to the ESIP listserve letting them know where they can access this information. David wondered if it is possible to still keep people that attended the RARGOM meeting (2006) informed and Christine stated that these people are actually on the ESIP listserve and should receive the information.

The group also briefly discussed whether or not the Climate Change Network (CCN) is a separate entity from ESIP. There is some confusion as to whether the CCN and Gary Lines are meant to act independently from ESIP.  Susan mentioned that this was brought up at the Working Group and Council meetings and at this point the Council is looking back to determine the original intent with the CCN was formed. It was mentioned that CCN's goals are broader than just the development of indicators. Christine mentioned that to her knowledge the CCN is not confined to just the Gulf of Maine.
Regarding membership, David wondered if we're missing people within any of the Steering Committee parent organizations. He suggested that Christine e-mail Diane a list of EPA members for her to assess whether there are glaring omissions. Christine thought this might be a good idea with respect to DFO and EC also.
Action to be taken: Christine e-mailed (6/28) Diane, Kathryn, and Jason Naug a list of ESIP members from within their parent organizations to determine if there are people that have been missed.

2. ESIP Indicator Map (current GeoConnections funded work)

Christine provided an update on the project. DM Solutions and GoMOOS are the focus on the next stage of the project. Christine has been participating in conference calls with Sean Lynch (DM Solutions). The next large milestone for the project is September 30, 2007. Christine is hoping to poll the Eutrophication and Contaminant Subcommittees regarding the priority databases for selection with use in the tool later this week.
David brought up the concerns discussed at the June Working Group meeting regarding ownership the code from this project.  Also pointed out at the Working Group meeting was the fact that a large amount of contractors are involved which could lead to loss of knowledge (comments were raised by Liz Hertz at the meeting). Christine mentioned that she verified with GoMOOS that the Council will own all of the code (excluding a small amount that DM Solutions is allowing the Council to use). David suggested that Christine update Liz on this information. David also suggested it might be time to start thinking about making a formal link between GoMOOS and the Council in anticipation that this partnership will continue to work together in the future.

Action to be taken: Christine e-mailed (6/28) Liz Hertz and updated her on information regarding the code from the GeoConnections funded work. Christine will also start discussions with Tom Gale and Tom Shyka (GoMOOS) when she meets with them next about formalizing the linkage between the Council and GoMOOS.

3. GeoConnections Proposal
GeoConnections has put out an announcement of opportunity for their next funding cycle.  The category that we would fit in: Category 7 = Geospatial decision support systems. Projects have to support one of the 4 priority areas:

1. Public Health

2. Public Safety and Security

3. Environmental and Sustainable Development - Facilitating Land-Use Planning or Environmental Assessment within a context of Integrated Ecosystem Management
4. Matters of Importance to Aboriginal People.

It seems clear that ESIP would fit in #3 and it might be good to focus on coastal development issues to solidify the linkage with this priority. The group discussed what the best time would be to submit the Letter of Intent (Round 1: due 7/6, Rounds 2 and 3 due later). The group was unanimous on submitting the LOI with this round. Christine mentioned that she had a message into Tony Turner (both e-mail and telephone message) asking whether GOMC/ESIP can apply for more funds prior to current project with GeoConnections being completed. The group decided to move forward and assume that the LOI will be submitted this round. David mentioned that it would be beneficial to have letters of support from the Canadian members of the ESIP Steering Committee and GeoConnections is focused on funding Canadian work. Kathryn and Jason Naug said this would be possible. David also felt it would be good to let the ESIP Coastal Development Subcommittee know that this LOI is going in so that they are aware that coastal development is a priority at this time.
Update: Christine heard back from Tony Turner (GeoConnections) on 6/27. Tony suggested that ESIP submit in this Round and emphasize that this is a Canadian-US proposal.
4. ESIP Monitoring Map

Christine updated on the final work being done for the Version 2 of the ESIP Monitoring Map. The new version (not completed yet) can be viewed at (http://www.gulfofmaine.org/esip/map). Christine is also in the process of updating/rewriting the User's Guide to reflect the new map. The new map will be posted to the ESIP webpage on ~7/23. A message will be sent out to the listserve also. David suggested that an e-mail also go out to John Shipman's monitoring listserve. Christine asked the group if it would be appropriate to also send out to the members of the Council Working Group. The group responded yes.

Action to be taken: When the ESIP Monitoring Map ("Version 2") is up on the ESIP webpage, informational messages will be sent out to the ESIP listserve, Working Group listserve, and John Shipman's original monitoring listserve.

5. Journal Entries for ESIP Webpage

ESIP is moving forward with the plan to have the first "journal entry" up on the ESIP webpage under "what's new" approximately mid-August, with the intention of putting a new one up every month. Susan described the journal entry as approximately 3 paragraphs with a picture. She suggested the first one be from the USGS and focus on the work in Penobscot Bay and the Penobscot river focusing on pre-dam removal studies. A message would go to the listserve announcing the new feature. Susan suggests that messages go out for the first couple of months.

6. General ESIP Presentation

Christine is putting together a general ESIP presentation that could be used by any member of the ESIP Steering Committee. The presentation will cover ESIP organization and goal.  David Keeley had originally requested it and Barb Buckland would like a copy also.

Action to be taken: If you would like a copy of the general ESIP presentation, please let Christine know.
