Minutes of ESIP Call – July 25, 2007

Next Call:  Proposed August 29,  2007 - 10:00 AM (Eastern Time)
Participants

Diane Gould (EPA), Gary Lines (EC),  Wendy Leo (MWRA), Gary Matlock (NOAA), Kathryn Parlee (EC),  and John Roff (Acadia)

0.5 hours have been added as in-kind for all participants, excluding C. Tilburg

Subcommittee Activities

Christine introduced John Roff as the new chair for the Eutrophication Subcommittee. Everyone present introduced themselves and their organization. Christine mentioned that Justin Huston has agreed to be temporary chair for the Coastal Development Subcommittee. 

Christine also discussed how Jane Timms and others requested at the ESIP meeting on June 11 that a series of steps be developed for the subcommittees. Christine has developed those steps in draft form along with an accompanying table. John expressed concern about developing indicators that really are only indicating themselves instead of something about trophic levels, states/status/etceteras. Gary Lines agreed with this and stated the questions applies to a lot of the indicators listed under climate change - the question being "what is the relevance?". Wendy wanted to know if this wasn't covered by the column in the matrix "scientifically valid". John didn't believe it was and the group agreed. Wendy expressed concern over whether the different columns in the matrix were "weighted " the same. For example - what if everything is checked yes - EXCEPT - Is the data available - and that is checked no? Christine said that she thinks of the matrix more as a filter than as a weighted ranking. So, things that don't have data available would not be usable at this point.
Action to be taken: Christine will add a column or question to the matrix to determine if the indicator is indicating something other than itself. In addition, she requests that Steering Committee members review the table, if they have not already done so, and send comments to her by Friday 7/27.

Gary Matlock mentioned that he thinks some additions need to be made to the proposed steps. For example in Step 4, Substep 1 - the question should include "why are these categories needed?". Also, he'd like to replace the last bullet in Step 5, Substep 3 with "Is there a desired or acceptable value for the indicator. If so, what is it and why?" Finally a Step 8 should be added to encourage interaction both intra and inter subcommittee. This would approach answering the question "What is the relationship between this indicator and other indicators in this subcommittee and in other subcommittees?"

GeoConnections (current proposal) Update

Christine gave a brief summary of the project for newcomers. She then let the group know that DM Solutions has produced the "User Cases and Requirements" document and she'll be meeting with GoMOOS on Thursday and DM on Friday of this week.

GeoConnections (new proposal) Update

ESIP's Letter of Intent and Supporting letter from EC and DFO were submitted and received on time.

Monitoring Map

ESIP's Monitoring Map and new User's Guide should be available on the ESIP webpage in the next 24 hours. At the end of the week, a message will go out to the listserves announcing the update and also the steps/matrix discussed above.

Gary Matlock asked if a note or explanation of the Monitoring Map is present on the map or pdf. He wanted to know if something should be stated about long-term data collection or a cover page stating items that are included/acceptable and links to ESIP explained. Christine stated that the purpose of the Monitoring Map is to provide users with a tool to find monitoring in the 6 focus areas in the Gulf of Maine.  Christine believes that information on specific indicators and acceptability will be included in the ESIP Indicator Map that is being developed.

Gary wanted to know why information on water temperature, air temperature, and chlorophyll a that he knows exist aren't present on the map. Christine reviewed how the map came to be under a short time frame driven by receiving a CICEET grant. The current efforts have been to change the look and use of the map. She believes the map should be all inclusive and only is missing programs right now as they weren't initially submitted by the people involved at the time. She expects that many programs will be forwarded to her in the next couple of months and intends to add them into the map. She stated that she specifically already had programs forwarded from Kathryn and Diane that will be added to the map. 

Action to be taken: As there has been a lot of confusion on what the purpose of the ESIP Monitoring Map - it might be useful to have a paragraph present on the webpage where the link to the new map is provided. Christine will write this up and make it available on the webpage.

Mapping Relationships

Several Steering Committee members and members from other committees in the GOMC have worked up a draft of a document discussing the relationships between different mapping tools that the GOMC is working on. This document was attached to the agenda for comments.

Action to be taken: Please review the mapping relationships document and provide comments prior to August 1. 

Other

Diane had a question regarding timing of conference calls and the end of the summer. Christine said that her hope is that the conference calls will occur toward the end of August/beginning of September. Diane mentioned this might be difficult due to it being summer. Christine acknowledged this but hoped the subcommittees will start communicating and discussing via the listserves as soon as the matrix comes out.

Next Meeting

Good days for conference calls were narrowed down using everyone's schedules.

