Minutes of ESIP Call – September 26, 2007

Next Call:  Proposed October 30,  2007 - 10:00 AM (Eastern Time)
Participants

Diane Gould (EPA), Gary Lines (EC), Gary Matlock (NOAA), Kathryn Parlee (EC),  David Keeley (GOMC), Susan Russell-Robinson (DOI), Charlie Strobel (EPA), Barb Buckland (EC) and Jawed Hameedi (NOAA)
0.5  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.
Subcommittee Activities

· The call was opened up with some news on Susan Russell-Robinson's job changes, her new position as Associate Program Coordinator for the USGS aligns her more closely to the Council's work. In addition, Barb Buckland announced that her position has also been changed and she will no longer be able to participate in the Steering Committee. Christine asked Barb if she'd like to be made a member of the Contaminants Subcommittee. Barb requested that this be done. David Keeley wondered if Barb had any idea about EC's support for indicators. Barb replied that indicators are still a focus, but the question is how can it be done with improved timelines and delivery. Barb also mentioned that EC used to be more closely aligned with the scientific arena but had recently become more aligned with policy sections.
Action to be taken: Christine will remove Barb Buckland from the ESIP Steering Committee and add her to the Contaminants Subcommittee. (Done 9/27/07).

· Indicator Matrix are now up on the Plone  collaboration webpage (www.gulfofmaine.org/esipplanning) for climate change, eutrophication, and contaminants. Some of the groups are using the web collaboration more than others (the contaminants group in particular is making use of the tool). Christine wondered how the use of the Plone webpage could be increased. David Keeley mentioned that the content needed to be kept up. Susan Russell-Robinson mentioned that it might be helpful to send provocative messages out to the subcommittees, let them know what changes are being done and see if it prompts increased use.
· Conference calls have been set up for the Climate Change Subcommittee (9/26), Eutrophication Subcommittee (10/1), and 2nd Coastal Development Call (9/28). Christine is in the process of setting up the Contaminants call. Still need Fisheries and Aquaculture matrix, Christine has left e-mail with Jason Link and will call on Monday (10/1). Following this Friday's conference call for Coastal Development, work on the Coastal Development matrix should begin.
GeoConnections (ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool) Update

· DM Solutions, GoMOOS, and GOMC have finalized the Use Cases and Requirements (5 iterations).
· DM Solutions has made contact with the 10 data partners and is facilitating making data available.
· GOMC will submit our latest Progress Report and Invoice on October 1.
· Tom Gale has left GoMOOS and we have two new GoMOOS team members on the project, Eric Bridger (data management) and Riley Young Morse (design management). 
· David Keeley brought up the issues with trying to track down point-source files for the project. He asked Christine if she was able to reach Percy Pacheco to obtain any data. Christine said that she had received data from Percy (apparently updated in 1991) and forwarded that to DM Solutions. David asked Jawed if he was aware of any more recent data. Jawed said that he made a presentation at a GOMC meeting in the past couple of years that utilized the EPA dataset to illistrate point sources of wastewater. Barb mentioned that there is also a point source database (National Pollutant Release Inventory) available for Canada. Christine said she would look into these two data sources for the Indicator Tool. Jawed said he'd try to forward the information from his talk to Christine.
Action to be taken: Christine will look into the point source data from EPA and Canada in October (most likely following the Working Group meeting). Jawed will forward the data used in his presentation to Christine.
· It was also pointed out that in the States there are significant amounts of data collected by standard protocols that could be used for baseline. The example given was shellfish data. Christine said that at the very least these programs should be included in the Monitoring Map. Jawed said that to his knowledge, the last shellfish data would have been collected in 1995.
GeoConnections (new proposal) Update

· Work is being wrapped up on our Letter of Intent "Bringing Coastal Development into the Gulf of Maine Equation" for Round 2. The intent is to send our draft to Tony Turner (GeoConnections) for comments on Thursday. We'll have to have quick turnaround due to Christine's travel schedule. David mentioned that he thought the new proposal was quite well done. Kathryn and Susan agreed to send comments by Thursday morning.
Monitoring Map and Web Usage

· Use of the Monitoring Map appears to be increasing with web hits for all ESIP sites jumping from 1220 in July to 3048 in August. An article about ESIP and the Monitoring Map will be in the upcoming Gulf of Maine Times and in the next American Institute of Architects - Maine chapter newsletter. Barb Buckland mentioned that the increase in web usage is a good sign and  would be good to point out in our current GeoConnections proposal. Christine stated that this is included in the new proposal.
· Christine also mentioned that Susan wrote up a first Journal Entry and Guidelines for submitting Journal Entries. These were mailed to Peter Taylor earlier this week and should up on the site soon.
Upcoming Outreach

· ESIP has a poster that will be presented at OBI 07 and ERF 07 in the next two months. Contact was made with other GOMC groups (Outreach coordinator, GulfWatch, Habitat Monitoring, and Habitat Restoration) that space would be made at our poster area for any handouts that they might have available. At this point, Habitat Monitoring is making a one-pager to accompany our poster. Christine asked the group if anyone was planning to attend ERF also. Charlie was asked if there is a final agenda available for the ERF meeting. Charlie said that at this time, the final agenda isn't available. 
· Coastal Zone Canada Conference: Managing our Oceans and Coasts for a Sustainable and Prosperous Future, abstracts due Oct. 31. Kathryn has suggested that we submit an ESIP abstract. Kathryn mentioned that the theme aligns nicely with ESIP. David Keeley agreed with Kathryn that it is important that ESIP be there.  Gary Lines asked how many international presenters are generally present. Kathryn stated that it depends and this year might be less as there will most likely be fewer travel subsidies available for international participants. Christine agreed that it would be great to have an ESIP presentation there, but her travel will not allow for it. Christine asked the group if anyone might be already attending or could attend and present on ESIP.
Action to be taken: Kathryn, Susan, and Christine have agreed to write a proposal with Susan possibly attending.
Science and Translation

· Peter Taylor has requested that we notify him if ESIP will be wanting any science and translation products for ESIP. He's in the process of doing his 9 month work plan. Peter had suggested that perhaps he could fashion some materials on how and why ESIP is determining indicators. Christine mentioned that it seems clear that some of the ESIP Subcommittees are focusing on a more general audience in addition to coastal managers and policy makers. Since this is the case, it might be beneficial to have some documentation available along with the Monitoring Map and ESIP Indicator Reporting Tool to explain more of the background for the non-scientific audience. Christine was asked if Peter was requesting info for this fiscal year or next. Christine was unclear on which. Gary Lines pointed out that the need is there now for a one-pager that explains what ESIP is doing. This could be used by ESIP Steering Committee members and in connection with meetings that ESIP is going to. And in terms of the next fiscal year, it would be beneficial to have a document (1 page front and back) that acts as an ESIP information sheet. Susan pointed out that it would be particularly nice if the document contained a vignette on the Monitoring map.
Action to be taken: Christine passed on the near-term document need and longer term information pamphlet (one page, front and back) to Peter. Peter and Christine agreed to work on the information pamphlet together, probably in December. 

