Subcommittee Chair Report 

May 8, 2008

Boston, Massachusetts

	Subcommittee:
	Eutrophication

	Chair/Co-Chair:
	Jim Latimer/John Roff

	Indicators Selected:


	Primary (consensus):

· Calculated Nitrogen/Phosphorus Load  (mass/area/time)

· Secchi Depth

· Dissolved Oxygen Concentration
· Chlorophyll-a Concentration

Secondary (no consensus):
· Nuisance Macroalgae Distribution/Abundance

· Macro-invertebrate taxa makeup (NCA - indicator)

· Number and duration of harmful algal blooms (NOAA NEEA-indicator)

· BHQ - state (MWRA, etc – indicator)

	Possible interactions with other subcommittee indicators:

	· Fisheries and Aquaculture interaction regarding N/P loading to estuaries or from watersheds
· Coastal Development interaction regarding methods for calculating N/P loads from watersheds

· Aquatic Habitats interaction regarding seagrass abundance, health and distribution

	Status of Process: (data discovery, analysis, etc)
	Data discovery phase, accumulating reports and data for primary indicators

	Issues encountered: (scale, thresholds, etc)


	Spatial scale issues, 

· are the indicators appropriate for side-embayments or the “greater” Gulf of Maine
· need to obtain a representative statistic for the indicator - whole-system indicator (spatially integrative) vs. individual samples (sample design-spatial))

Temporal scale issues, 

· need obtain a representative statistic for the indicator - data collection frequency, seasonality (sample design-temporal)

	Specific issues for which assistance/interaction is needed:


	As noted above:
· Need input from Coastal Development Subcommittee regarding data and methods for N/P load estimates

· With interaction from Aquatic Habitats Subcommittee, it might be possible to develop N/P load-seagrass response models for GOM side-embayments
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