Aquatic Habitat Extent Conference Call - April 21, 2011
Participants:


Seth Barker (Maine SPO)


Chris Deacutis (URI)

Randy Milton (NS DNR)

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)

Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)
* 0.5 hours of in-kind was added for each participant on this call.
Individuals on the call discussed potential authors of the various portions of the aquatic habitats fact sheets. The following outline notes the flow of the fact sheet's various sections. Authors are asked to send Christine Tilburg the sections by May 24, 2011. Christine will send out unformatted figures and tables during the week of April 25th.
Page 1: The  importance of understanding aquatic habitats in the Gulf of Maine. (Giancarlo Cicchetti and Chris Deacutis)
· January 29, 2010: Importance of eelgrass in evaluating ecologic value (Giancarlo Cicchetti)
Page 1 Focus Box: Why use indicators? (Christine Tilburg)
Page 1 Box: Why GOMC/ESIP (Christine Tilburg)
Page 2: Discussion on Extent of Eelgrass in the Gulf of Maine (Marilyn ten Brink)

· Extent Map and Table with Hectares (*years and sources listed fully)

Historical changes:

· October 13, 2009 call: Marilyn ten Brink suggested that historical coverages be presented at one or two sites where data is available. (also January 29, 2010).
Page 2 Focus Box: Highlight causes of eelgrass loss in the Gulf of Maine (originally from Hilary Neckles)

Page 2 Focus Box: Link between eutrophication and eelgrass coverage (Jim Latimer)
Page 3: Discussion on Extent of Salt Marsh in the Gulf of Maine (Robert Buchsbaum)

· Extent map and table with acres (should we present hectares and acres for both salt marsh and eelgrass?)

· Might compare to other published values.

· Might point out how old some of the aerial photography is - a push for States to re-fly.
Page 3 Focus Box/Case Study: Fringing marsh in Casco Bay (Michele Dionne)
Page 4: Tidal Restrictions (Michele Dionne)

· Map with tidal restrictions

· Table with restrictions per watershed

Page 4: Obtaining data for yourself via the Indicator Reporting Tool (Christine Tilburg)
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