Aquatic Habitat Extent Conference Call - January 29, 2010
Participants:


Seth Barker (Maine DMR)


Robert Buchsbaum (Mass. Audubon)

Giancarlo Cicchetti (US EPA) 


Charlie Costello (Mass. Dept. of Env. Protection)

Chris Deacutis (URI)

Naomi Detenbeck (EPA)



Randy Milton (NS DNR)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)

* 0.75 hours of in-kind was added for each participant on this call.

Eelgrass Data and Map
After initial greetings Seth Barker discussed his work to combine GIS files that are currently available. Seth discussed where each of the files originated. Massachusetts's information was obtained both with different coding for years and type of vegetation. The file originated with Charlie Costello (also on the call). New Hampshire's data represent information from 2005 although 2008 data is apparently available. The area in hectares noted on the spreadsheet also provided to the subcommittee does not include ruppia. The information for Maine within the New Hampshire file was included due to the improved quality of data. Maine's information was also delivered as a GIS file and does not include ruppia. In order to make all the data comparable, Seth opted to just show eelgrass. Christine Tilburg wondered if the map denotes both eelgrass and ruppia. Seth stated that he needed to check on that item. The subcommittee discussed the minor role that ruppia would have with respect to submerged aquatic vegetation. Robert Buchsbaum pointed out that it would be difficult to pick out the ruppia at this scale. Seth confirmed that this is correct. Giancarlo Cicchetti stated that an impressive amount of work at all levels made the graphic possible. 
Seth asked Charlie if Massachusetts has the densities of eelgrass within their databases. Charlie stated that Massachusetts does not have this data. For Maine and New Hampshire, the different densities are noted in the Excel file. Giancarlo asked about Rhode Island. Seth stated that the graphic does not include Rhode Island.

Presentation

Christine asked the group if there were any ideas on how to present the data. It was generally accepted that the map view would be included in the fact sheet. Charlie thought that another useful way of making the data available to managers would be to present data that have different years' worth of data. For example, Massachusetts has two complete coastal coverage files. Charlie commented that the stressed embayments were again analyzed in 2006-2007. 

Seth stated that for Maine the data has been collected more "shot-gun" style through decadal periods. The group thought that it would be useful to graphically show (or in tabular fashion) where eelgrass beds have increased or decreased. Maine DMR data would be able to contribute to this. Fred Short would also have information available. 
Another idea would be to use focus boxes to highlight assessments of change and potential causes. Hilary Neckles would most likely be able to provide suggestions on this topic. Chris Deacutis recalled a presentation early in 2009 which associated increased green crab populations with loss of eelgrass. He noted that it's too early to tell, but it appears that the green crabs are decreasing in Rhode Island and eelgrass in increasing (the green crabs are being influenced by Asian Shore crabs). 

Giancarlo stated that it's important in the fact sheet document to note the importance of eelgrass in evaluating ecologic value.

Other Regional Efforts

Giancarlo asked if NROC was aware of the ESIP effort. Christine stated that quite a few individuals associated with ESIP are also part of the NROC (Northeast Regional Ocean Council) effort. ESIP was recently an agenda item on a conference call for NROC. She also mentioned her effort to remain aware of MOP's (Massachusetts Ocean Plan) movement on indicators.
Robert mentioned an eelgrass meeting scheduled for March 16/17 in Concord, Massachusetts. Christine agreed to forward an e-mail regarding the meeting once Robert sent it out to Christine.
Salt Marsh and Next Steps
Christine suggested that she try to bring together some of the information on change in specific areas for a call in early March. She'll also connect with Hilary and others regarding potential focus boxes for the fact sheet. Once these items are wrapped up, Seth agreed to move forward with the salt marsh data.
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