Aquatic Habitat Extent Conference Call - May 4, 2010
Participants:


Seth Barker (Maine DMR)


Robert Buchsbaum (Mass. Audubon)


Chris Deacutis (URI)

Michele Dionne (Wells NERR)


Jim Latimer (US EPA)


Randy Milton (NS DNR)


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)

* 0. 5 hours of in-kind was added for each participant on this call.

Salt Marsh
After initial greetings Christine Tilburg updated the group on the status of salt marsh data. She has files for Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Maine, and Nova Scotia. The data distribution agreement is being signed by the appropriate individuals to release the New Brunswick data. At that time, there will be complete coverage for the Gulf of Maine. Seth Barker asked that Christine send the files she has now. Christine agreed to do so (Action to be taken: Christine will send the salt marsh files she currently has to Seth). Michele Dionne mentioned that they have previously received funds from EPA to map fringing marsh in Casco Bay. She thought this might be an excellent case study to compare the standard map of salt marsh for the areas to more detailed studies. In Maine the fringing marshes are quite extensive but have been overlooked in the past. (Fact Sheet: Focus Box on fringing marsh).
Eelgrass
Seth then led the group through an explanation of the revised table for eelgrass in the States. The New Hampshire data includes 2007 values. 2008 data has not been released has not been released by Fred Short. For Maine the different sections of the coast have been mapped during different time periods which might affect any attempts to provide a time series. Jim Latimer mentioned that he gave a talk in Boston a couple of years back at a meeting in which 30-40 estuaries were compared through different time periods. He believes there was an approximately 20% decrease over time in extent. He agreed to send the information to the group (Slide under discussion is attached with these notes). Michele asked how far North the data extended. Jim thought the furthest North was Marblehead, Massachusetts. He also mentioned an article in review that compares eelgrass extent and nitrogen loading. Christine stated that the upcoming ESIP journal entry (released May 6) will be about this research. 
Robert Buchsbaum mentioned that the Massachusetts values for eelgrass look odd. He requested that Christine check with Charlie Costello on the data. Christine noted that she had already flagged the numbers and intended to ask Charlie about them. (Action to be taken: Christine will connect with Charlie Costello regarding the Mass. values). Seth thought that there might be an error in his original spreadsheet converting to hectares. (Action to be taken: Christine will go through the spreadsheet for errors).
Cause and Effect Box
The group then discussed the cause and effect Focus Box that Christine drafted. She mentioned that the text had been reviewed and revised by Hilary Neckles. The group liked the distinction between commons causes and local events. Tay Evans' presentation at the Portland eelgrass meeting was mentioned which discussed conservation moorings. Michele noted that it isn't just pier and marina construction that causes disturbances. She requested that the work "construction" be removed from that sentence (Done May 6, 2010).

Tidal Restrictions and Next Steps
Christine then gave a short update on where she stands with the tidal restriction data. Danika van Proosdij's Bay of Fundy audit was discussed (http://www.bofep.org/danika_marsh/index.htm) as a possible source. Christine agreed to put together a table noting the data that she has collected. She mentioned a lack of cohesive data for Massachusetts. Robert and Michele both found this surprising. However, after visiting the Massachusetts GIS page it became clear that the coverage is done by bay/embayment and there might not be for the full coast. Michele thought she might have some materials on this topic and agreed to forward the information along with a book chapter on tidal impacts.
The group agreed to try to get back together at the end of July/beginning of August.
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