Aquatic Habitat Extent Conference Call - November 24, 2008
Participants:


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)


Peter Larsen (Bigelow)

Marilyn ten Brink (US EPA)


Seth Barker (Maine DMR)


Chris Deacutis (URI)


Robert Buchsbaum (Mass. Audubon)

Naomi Detenbeck (US EPA)


Giancarlo Cicchetti (US EPA) 


Jim Latimer (US EPA)


Rick McKinney (US EPA)


Randy Milton (NS DNR)

* 0.5 hours of in-kind was added for each participant on this call.

Introductions and Data Availability
Following introductions, Christine Tilburg mentioned that she had spent the time between conference calls inviting individuals as suggested during the previous call to participate. She also followed up with some of the data leads that were mentioned in the August call. The purpose of the November call is to focus on the aquatic habitat data discovery effort as described by the table Christine mailed out with the agenda. Christine went through the table with the subcommittee members and mentioned that it does not appear that there are digitized layers available for eelgrass in Nova Scotia or New Brunswick. She followed up with several individuals and the consensus is that there are hard copies available - but that data might not be of an appropriate quality. Seth Barker asked Christine to forward any references to hard copies that she has available.
Robert Buchsbaum mentioned that with respect to the missing Massachusetts tidal restrictions data, he suggests Christine contact Hunt Durey. Christine mentioned that she was in contact with Hunt in September (and previously Beth Suedmeyer who has since left her position). She will recontact Hunt (E-mail sent 11/24/08). Seth suggested Christine try contacting Joe Pelcazarski. Christine agreed to contact Joe (E-mail sent 11/24/08).

Incorporating Recent Data Into Indicator Reporting Tool

Christine mentioned that funds have been located to pay for the incorporation of the most recent salt marsh and eelgrass data into the Indicator Reporting Tool. For those members not familiar with this tool, it is available at www.gulfofmaine.org/esip. This tool is the initial development and revision stage and is meant to be one of the main avenues that ESIP will use to deliver indicator data. Naomi Detenbeck asked if Christine is aware of the NOAA habitat data on environmental sensitivity. Christine said she wasn't. Naomi mentioned that this data set includes information such as nesting sites, physical exposure of shoreline, and various other shapefiles. Christine thought that while this data might not be appropriate for bringing into the Indicator Reporting Tool, it might be of use to other ESIP groups. She asked that Naomi forward this information. Christine also agreed to forward Naomi information on GOMMI and the Habitat Monitoring group which also work on these issues.

Jim Latimer brought up spatial scales. As chair of the eutrophication subcommittee for ESIP, he is interested in pairing eelgrass data with nitrogen and phosphorus loading. He asked if the group had discussed this. Christine mentioned that this is only the second call for this subcommittee and so far the effort has focused on data discovery. She mentioned that the Habitat Monitoring group is looking at cause and effect questions. She thought Hilary Neckles who leads that effort would be interested. With respect to looking at the extent data, it will be important to keep an eye towards both analysis per embayments and the larger scale questions.
Giancarlo Cicchetti asked about the nature of the indicators. Christine replied that the habitat extent indicators were chosen as large scale indicators to analyze for change over time. The group discussed the importance of obtaining and digitizing historical data. Christine agreed to keep this need in mind as proposals are formed for ESIP. She also mentioned that if someone has a summer intern or work-study student, this might be an appropriate project.

Timeline

Christine mentioned that she will still be participating in ESIP from mid-December through February 1 (during her maternity "leave"), but it will be on a limited basis. She asks that if members have questions during this time they e-mail her. Seth wondered about the timeline for putting the data layers into the Indicator Reporting Tool. Christine replied that she hopes to get Jim Cradock (Council IT) the layers before she leaves in December and have them in the tool by March. Seth mentioned that if Jim needs assistance, he's available to help.
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