Aquatic Habitat Extent Conference Call - October 13, 2009

Participants:


Christine Tilburg (GOMC - ESIP)


Marilyn ten Brink (US EPA)


Seth Barker (Maine DMR)


Chris Deacutis (URI)

Giancarlo Cicchetti (US EPA) 

* 0.75 hours of in-kind was added for each participant on this call.

Update on Eelgrass Layers
After initial greetings progress on incorporating the eelgrass layers into the Indicator Reporting Tool (www2.gulfofmaine.org/esip/reporting) was discussed. Christine Tilburg mentioned that "current" or "recent" eelgrass layers are all added into the Reporting Tool. She stated that there are no layers for eelgrass in the Provinces as multiple Canadian sources have stated that there is no significant eelgrass in the Bay of Fundy. Christine requested that an individual come forward with access to GIS to put the layers together within a program that would allow for more calculations and analysis. She stated that she's trying to envision how the fact sheet might present this data. Seth Barker volunteered to work with the data if the timeline was flexible. Christine stated that she wouldn't need the information for 2-3 months. Seth agreed to take on the task. (Thanks Seth!).

Marilyn ten Brink added that part of the importance of this indicator is information on where eelgrass has been in the past. Christine stated that she had difficulty getting the recent data and trying to obtain comparable historical information might be a large task. However, she thought that a focus box within the fact sheet that discussed historical coverages in specific areas might be useful. She noted that the historical record for New Hampshire is quite good. Seth stated that there might be further areas with this information. Marilyn asked that Christine connect with Jim Latimer and Steve Ricco about historical coverage. Seth wondered what part of the east coast Jim and Steve are looking at. Giancarlo Cicchetti thought that the coverage went from Connecticut to Great Bay. It was suggested that a focus box be included on the work by Latimer and others to link eutrophication to eelgrass relationships. (Christine will connect with Jim Latimer on both historical coverages and bringing in eutrophication in a focus box). 
Christine also mentioned that she frequently gets the "so what?" question with respect to eelgrass and salt marsh indicators. Members on the phone found this surprising and thought that some text in the fact sheet should point to the uses of these specific indicators.

Update on Salt Marsh Layers
Christine stated that she has all the Provinces and States entered into the Indicator Reporting Tool for salt marsh, excluding New Brunswick. The New Brunswick data should arrive to her this Friday (October 16). Seth again agreed to put together the layers in GIS. Christine warned that the scales and descriptions do not match between the areas.

Marilyn suggested that Christine connect with Hilary Neckles on salt marsh. Christine stated that she has had multiple discussions with Hilary on this indicator as Hilary is a part of the ESIP Steering Committee. Hilary's research is more focused on cause and effect questions.

Marilyn also asked Giancarlo if he was aware of the status of the current national wetlands effort. He stated that guidance has been created on standards for the delineation of wetlands. He will forward this information.
Update on Tidal Restrictions

Christine then discussed the data available for tidal restrictions. She has information for all of the States and Provinces excluding Massachusetts. The data delivered to her is not similar between the different areas. Some organizations provided information regarding the impact of the tidal restrictions while others just gave lat/long locations. She asked if people had any ideas with respect to presenting this information. Giancarlo asked if the importance includes ecological effects from fish blockages or more information on the amount of wetlands altered. He thought that the data might be best presented as a case study or pull-out box discussing the amount of acres lost. Other data could then be provided on the total number of tidal restrictions. Marilyn thought this was a good idea as it shows how effects are felt at the local scale. Giancarlo wondered about creating an indicator that looked at the percent of potential waterbodies effected. Christine stated that descriptions would need to be available within her datasets. She'll look and see if classifications might be possible (Christine will work with the tidal restrictions dataset to see if classifications/percentages could be provided as the indicator.)
Upcoming ESIP Events

Christine mentioned that ESIP will have a poster at the upcoming Maine Coastal Waters Conference (October 28). 
Next Steps

Christine suggested that Seth be given some time to work with the eelgrass information. She'll also look at the tidal restriction information. She thought that a call would be appropriate in December to see if any speed bumps have been hit. Otherwise the group could have a webinar in January to look at the results from both efforts.
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