Minutes of ESIP Call – April 21, 2009

Next Meeting:  May 27 from 1:30 PM – 5:30 PM Wolfville, Nova Scotia

Participants

Marilyn ten Brink (EPA), Adria Elskus (USGS/UMaine), Diane Gould (EPA), Al Hanson (Canadian Wildlife), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), David Keeley (GOMC), Jim Latimer (EPA), Gary Lines (EC), Jason Naug (DFO), Hilary Neckles (USGS), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), and Charlie Strobel (EPA)

0.75  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.

New ESIP Steering Committee Member

As mentioned during the March 2009 call, the ESIP Fisheries and Aquaculture subcommittee has been split into two different groups (Fisheries as one and Aquaculture as another). John Brawley (also an active member of the Eutrophication subcommittee) has volunteered to be the chair for the Aquaculture group.

Jim Cradock Appreciation

During the March Steering Committee meeting it was suggested that ESIP give Jim Cradock an appreciation gift for all of the work done for ESIP on the Indicator Reporting Tool. Susan Russell-Robinson donated some money for Jim's gift and Christine purchased a gift certificate for one of Jim's favorite restaurants in Portland (Local 188: http://www.local188.com/). Christine will present the gift and a thank you card at an upcoming meeting with Jim (4/27).

May Logistics

Al Hanson has requested that the ESIP meeting begin at 1:30 PM so that he can attend a portion of the salt marsh talks. This would potentially mean our meeting would be from 1:30 PM to 5:30 PM. The group agreed that the ESIP meeting could begin at 1:30 PM. Kathryn Parlee mentioned that when the group decided upon this time slot the only concurrent scheduled session was focused on tidal energy. However, due to a BoFEP agenda change the salt marsh session will now be occurring at the same time. Susan Russell-Robinson thought that it would be difficult to change the time of the ESIP meeting now that individuals have made their travel plans. Al stated that he will try to participate in the ESIP meeting as much as possible. 

Christine asked Kathryn if she had any information on video conferencing capabilities at the meeting. Kathryn stated that she will look into this later this week.

May Meeting Agenda

The group then discussed the potential items on the May agenda.

1. ESIP 2.0

Jim Latimer mentioned that it is a good annual practice to discuss any adjustments or revisions that Steering Committee members think are appropriate for ESIP at the annual meeting. With the variety of other indicator programs functioning in the US and Canada, it is important to determine if ESIP’s efforts are really valuable and what emerging issues or other efforts should be considered. David Keeley mentioned an example of another project in the Gulf of Maine is the upcoming NROC/COMPASS ecosystem health workshop that is in the planning stages. Two ESIP Steering Committee members are serving on the Steering Committee for this effort (Kathryn Parlee and Gary Lines). 

2. Learning from other programs

Jawed Hameedi has previously suggested that there is merit in discussing other regional indicator efforts. He suggested that given the limited amount of time available for the meeting it would be helpful if Steering Committee individuals provided summary information on some of the programs. Programs suggested for discussion are: Puget Sound or Delaware, Long Island Sound, Great Lakes, and Chesapeake Bay. Christine asked if any individuals were knowledgeable about these projects and willing to provide information on them. The following people volunteered for this effort:



1. Delaware OR Puget Sound: Jawed Hameedi



2. Long Island Sound: Jim Latimer



3. Chesapeake Bay: Susan Russell-Robinson



4. Great Lakes: Kathryn will find someone from within Environment Canada

Christine suggested that a form be created that each of the above “presenters” would complete and distribute before the May meeting. The group thought that this was a good way forward. The following questions/topics were suggested for the form:



1. Synthesis of project and indicators




a. Important differences between the project and ESIP



2. Process used to select indicators




a. How engaged were the various constituents in the process?


3. Lessons learned



4. So what? factor (what has resulted from the efforts)



5. What’s next for the program.

(Action to be taken: Christine will create the Regional Programs Summary form and send out the week of April 27).

3. Council’s State of the Environment Report

David mentioned that Jay Walmsley produced a very thoughtful document regarding a potential State of the Environment Report for the Council. He suggested that Christine distribute the link to this document to the Steering Committee. He hopes that the Steering Committee members provide comments back to Jay regarding the scoping document.

Christine suggested that it would be useful to have Jay give a short presentation to the ESIP Steering Committee at the May meeting. Everyone thought this would be helpful. The timing of Jay’s presentation was discussed. Jason Naug stated that he would connect with Jay to find out if she is available to talk to the Steering Committee.  Al requested that Jay discuss the potential intersection of the Council’s effort with the current Canadian coast to coast state of the environment effort.

4. Work Plan for the next we months

The final item on the agenda for the May meeting will likely flow from several discussions throughout the day (most specifically the discussion of ESIP 2.0). A draft work plan will be discussed. David stated that he is quite interested in any ideas Steering Committee members might have for funding development.

5. Added via e-mail: RARGOM

Ideas for a RARGOM session.
Funding

Work is accelerating on a $6M request to Congress -- one element of which is $300K for ESIP. David has now begun obtaining letters of support from constituents. David has requested that 2-3 letters talking about the virtues, needs and applications of indicators be developed. Christine agreed to create a list of NGO and town planners from within ESIP that might be willing to work on this. Marilyn suggested that the Cape Cod Commission might be another good source. It was suggested that Friends of Casco Bay would be another good source. 
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