Minutes of ESIP Call – July 27, 2009

Next Meeting:  

Participants

John Brawley (Saquish Scientific LLC), Paul Currier (NHDES), Adria Elskus (USGS/UMaine), Diane Gould (EPA), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), David Keeley (GOMC), Jim Latimer (EPA), Gary Lines (EC), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS),  and Charlie Strobel (EPA)

1  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.

Push/Pull: ESIP Case Studies
During the June Steering Committee call discussion was begun regarding the need to create a "pull" for the information ESIP is preparing. This is in contrast to the effort of "pushing" ESIP products out. It was suggested that it would be helpful to create situations where managers and other users were requesting ESIP data and information. Thought was given to producing an example from start to finish for a specific area. Steering Committee members were asked to send suggestions of where potential case study areas might be.

· Southwest New Brunswick:  Susan Farquharson (susan.farquharson@gnb.ca or (506) 755-4222). David Keeley pointed out that there has been a report provided to provincial and federal agencies stating that indicators are a priority.
· NS: Collaborate with the current State of the Coast effort:  Justin Huston
· ACAP Saint John and/or Clean Annapolis River Project (CARP) (good way to get them including their data and also to show how the Indicator Tool might be used at a more local level. Plus CARP is our BoF focus in the ESIP Fact Sheet) 

· One or more of the Gulf of Maine NEP (National Estuary Program)
· Massachusetts: possibly through Mel Cote (EPA), Mass CZM, or Massachusetts Ocean Partnership. From Jim Latimer: I'm not sure if the MEP (http://www.oceanscience.net/estuaries/contat.htm) will extend into the ESIP area, but perhaps you could ask Brian Dudley (brian.dudley@state.ma.us).
· New Hampshire NEP
Susan Russell-Robinson pointed out that Mel Cote is potentially providing funds to ESIP and therefore a deliverable using Massachusetts as a case study has quite a bit of potential. The group felt that this might be a win-win for both sides as ESIP would have a deliverable that serves several purposes. Diane Gould felt that the case study for Massachusetts would provide value to Casco Bay and other entities. Adria Elskus agreed that any example would point to commonality between areas. Christine stated that perhaps there would be funding to have a workshop to look at the case study in more detail with managers. Paul Currier mentioned that Massachusetts would likely be a good fit due to Mel Cote's involvement with ESIP and NROC.  
Susan mentioned that New Brunswick's council member was upset that NB was not included in the ESIP general fact sheet. She wondered if it would be possible to involve them in a further fact sheet. The group asked Christine to follow up with Susan Farguharson and Justin Huston regarding potential funding of a Canadian case study fact sheet. (Action to be taken: Christine will try to connect with Susan and Justin).
Peter Alexander and the Great Waters Effort
Following the June Steering Committee call there were a series of e-mail discussions regarding finding a champion for the Gulf of Maine. Peter Alexander and the Great Waters effort were mentioned as having the potential to point attention towards the Gulf of Maine region. Diane asked David Keeley for an update on this process. David stated that the idea came from a need to increase funding and attention on the US and Canadian sides for the Gulf of Maine. There is a Steering Committee helming the effort (including Diane Gould). This group has met via phone and in person to discuss the question of creating a Great Waters effort for the Gulf of Maine. Currently the group is trying to secure funding to develop planning and build a coalition to advocate for money in the next funding cycle. Adria wondered who would be involved in the planning phase. David replied that it would involve state and federal agencies along with the non-profit community.

Journal Entry

Christine mentioned that the individual that was lined up to do the August-September ESIP journal entry is not going to be able to complete it. She asked if anyone would be able to step into the gap. John Brawley stated he would.

18 Month Plans/Terms of Reference

Christine stated that she has received two of the seven Terms of Reference from subcommittee chairs. She's hoping chairs will be able to submit the plans by August 5.

Fisheries Chair

Christine also stated that she has had no luck finding a fisheries chair for Jason Link's vacated seat. She asked for help in locating a new individual. Kathryn Parlee stated that she would talk to Tim Hall regarding this vacancy.
Next Conference Call: August 25 at 10:00 AM EDT
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