Steering Committee Conference Call:  October 21, 2014

Participants
Adria Elskus (USGS, UMaine), Matt Liebman (EPA), Kathryn Parlee (EC), Marilyn ten Brink (EPA), and Christine Tilburg (GOMC)

1.  RARGOM and Acadia Science Symposium
ESIP presentations were given recently at both the RARGOM meeting (October 1) and Acadia Science Symposium (October 1). Christine Tilburg provided feedback from her interactions at the Acadia Science Symposium. She discussed some of the ways that participants were encouraged to view the posters and participate in a citizen science project on campus. Christine also discussed interactions that Jim Latimer had reported from RARGOM. Matt Liebman wondered if ESIP is participating in the EPA-ORD project on watersheds. Christine replied that ESIP is participating. The EPA-ORD project involves linking activities in the watershed and the estuary downstream. Specifically Christine participates in conference calls every three weeks for the EPA-ORD project and ESIP is providing much of the “downstream” indicator information for the northeastern portion of the project.

2. Monitoring Map Name Change
The group then continued the discussion of changing the “Monitoring Map” name to “Monitoring Portal.” Christine stated that she heard from several Steering Committee members that believe changing the name would NOT  be helpful. Christine thinks that having a “portal” on the ESIP webpage that directs visitors to either of the tools might be ideal. Adria Elskus liked this idea as the names of the tools would remain the same. Marilyn ten Brink also liked this idea and thought that having a two sentence introduction to ESIP and the tools with the portal would be helpful. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to find out from Jim Cradock if the portal would involve a lot of time. If so Christine needs to connect with Cindy Krum to revise Jim’s Statement of Work.)

3. Issues with overall ESIP webpage
While on the subject of the ESIP webpage Matt mentioned that when he views the ESIP webpage there is a large black box occupying the screen. Christine stated that this is not how the ESIP webpage should look. Matt sent a screen image and what he is seeing definitely isn’t correct. Christine will connect with Jim Cradock to see what the issue might be. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to connect with Jim Cradock to fix this issue.)

4. Video Feedback
ESIP’s video has now been available for several weeks on the ESIP webpage. Christine is getting positive feedback (which she is keeping a record of). Kathryn Parlee presented the video at the recent GOMC Working Group meeting. She challenged Working Group members to show their Councilors the video. She will remind them once the meeting notes are released. 



5. ICUC App team
ESIP has secured funds (USGS) to move forward with the ICUC app! Jim Latimer, Kathryn and Christine had a call recently to discuss starting the project. It was suggested that a small team be put together that can provide guidance and support at the beginning, including finding a field coordinator and app designer. ESIP hopes to release the letter requesting applicants in February. The committee itself is expected to be active November through February.

Christine stated that they are hoping Abe Miller-Rushing and Susan Russell-Robinson might be able to assist. Adria agreed to ask U Maine’s BioMedia Lab if there is someone that might have the flexibility to assist. The group wondered if an undergraduate or graduate student might be able to assist. Christine is connecting with Fei Chen about recent work his graduate student did to make an app for chlorophyll a site sampling. (Action to be taken: Christine needs to follow-up with this effort.)

6. Poster in my pocket app 
Christine also mentioned an email that Kathryn sent her for the Poster In My Pocket App. She would like to do this for future ESIP posters at meetings. You can see an introduction to the app at: http://www.posterinmypocket.com/.

Adria thought this is something that large meetings like SETAC might want to add to their ‘Instructions for Poster Presenters’ on their website.  Adria will send to SETAC.

7. Early Planning for Annual Meeting
Christine mentioned that people are trying to line up their travel for next year’s budgets. The Annual ESIP meeting usually precedes or immediately follows the GOMC Working Group meeting. For 2015 the Working Group meeting is the week of June 15. Barring any major conflicts the ESIP Annual Meeting will likely be that week too.

8. Directional Committee activities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matt Liebman asked about the progress of the ESIP Directional Committee. Christine stated that the group has met three times and has the next call scheduled for this Monday (November 3). The focus of the next call is seeing where ESIP’s 1.0 indicators intersect with the Ocean Health Index. In addition the subcommittee asked that the ESIP 1.0 indicators be divided into the DPSIR (driver-pressure-state-impact-response) approach and/or involve ecosystem services. Marilyn stated that information from the ACES (A Community on Ecosystem Services) upcoming meeting might be helpful (http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/aces/). Members on the call asked Christine to remind them of who is participating in the committee. Christine read the names off and said that there is good US and Canadian representation and the group is progressing very well.
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