Minutes of ESIP Call – September 15, 2009

Participants

Adria Elskus (USGS/UMaine), Diane Gould (EPA), Jawed Hameedi (NOAA), David Keeley (GOMC), Gary Lines (EC), Susan Russell-Robinson (USGS), Charlie Strobel (EPA), and Marilyn ten Brink (EPA)
0.5  hour has  been added as in-kind for all participants.

1. Subcommittee Activity

	Subcommittee
	Calls (From 8/08 on)
	Data
	Other

	Climate Change
	9/3/08, 10/22/08, 2/29/09, 3/30/09, and 7/29/09
	Analyzed for sea level, precipitation

Ready to analyze air temperature
	Accelerated

	Eutrophication
	9/12/08, 11/21/08, 3/10/09, 4/28/09, 6/15/09, and 8/6/09
	Nitrogen loading calculated for US - Can't do Canada without data assistance

Dissolved oxygen ready for analysis

Secchi and chlorophyll a data available
	Accelerated

	Coastal Development
	12/11/08 and 4/22/09
	Employment and population density analyzed

Point sources collected as much as possible
	Next to accelerate?

	Contaminants
	9/29/08, 2/23/09, 7/13/09, and 8/11/09
	Data being analyzed for shellfish sanitation

Not much analysis needed for Gulfwatch/Mussel Watch

Sediment Triad?
	Next to accelerate?

	Aquatic Habitats
	8/28/08 and 11/24/08
	Salt Marsh in Tool for MA, NH, ME, NS

Eelgrass in Tool for MA, NH, ME

Tidal Restrictions obtained for ME, NH, NS, MB
	Waiting to obtain NB Salt Marsh. Then ready to proceed with these two indicators. 

Supposedly not possible to obtain tidal restrictions for MA

	Fisheries
	11/17/09 and 3/12/09
	Subcommittee questioning indicators
	Stuck - need help!

	Aquaculture
	11/17/09 and 3/12/09
	Current data obtained. Historical not possible for NH
	Stuck - need help!


The Steering Committee call began with Christine providing information on recent activities for each of the subcommittees. Members on the phone discussed the activities of the two accelerated subcommittees (Climate Change and Eutrophication) and the potential for finishing up the fact sheets for these subcommittees relatively soon.

The Steering Committee also discussed the possibility of Contaminants and Coastal Development being the next two subcommittees accelerated. Adria Elskus mentioned that she assumes acceleration includes an increase in the number of conference calls the subcommittee participates in. Christine replied that this is correct.

Christine briefly went over some areas where she has not had success obtaining data. She mentioned that the New Brunswick salt marsh data was promised by Jane Tims and has not arrived. She also mentioned problems obtaining tidal restriction information from Massachusetts. Diane Gould suggested that she connect with Christian Krahforst at Mass. CZM or Jay Baker (Mass. Bay Program) for this information. Adria wondered is MWRA would also have this information. Marilyn ten Brink thought that the data was more likely available through Mass. CZM. (Action to be taken: Christine will connect with Christian on tidal restriction data).

Marilyn also asked Christine to add Chris Feurt to the Coastal Development Subcommittee. Christine replied that she would. (Action to be taken: Christine will add Chris Feurt to the CD subcommittee roster and e-mail lists).

2. RARGOM Carpooling

A file has been created on the ESIP Planning Site to aid in travel plans to RARGOM. You can access the file through the following address (http://www.gulfofmaine.org/ESIPPlanning/rargom-travel-plans). Gary Lines advised that there is some concern that RARGOM will be affected be the possibility of a Canadian government shut down if a vote of no confidence is brought forth and elections arranged in the coming week. He hopes that this will not be the case but Canadian participation in the meeting would be greatly reduced.
3. Fisheries and Aquaculture Assistance

The Fisheries Subcommittee still does not have a chair. There have been problems getting the Aquaculture Subcommittee members to participate in a conference call to restart the effort. Christine asked the Steering Committee if anyone had ideas to rejuvenate these two subcommittees. Gary asked if the issue is lack of time or lack of interest. Christine replied that without a energetic push from the chair activities will be hampered. She also stated that the subcommittee in its previous form (combined fisheries and aquaculture) had difficulty working well together. She thinks it is a combination of these factors and others. Adria thought that there might be someone interested from NOAA/NMFS or Conte along the lines of a post-doc. She was thinking in particular about Ben Letcher or Dave Conover, although their focus might be more freshwater based. Susan Russell-Robinson agreed that Dave or Ben might have ideas.  Jawed Hameedi mentioned that he has plans to discuss other items with fisheries people in the coming weeks. He will bring up ESIP's needs when appropriate. Members on the call requested that the Terms of Reference and lists of individuals associated with the group be sent out. (Action to be taken: Christine will send out these items with the summary notes). Charlie Strobel suggested that if the Fisheries and Aquaculture subcommittees had issues working as one group, they might be motivated better with the knowledge that they have been split into two group. (Action to be taken: Christine will send a message out to the fisheries and aquaculture individuals letting them know about changes to the subcommittees).
4. ESIP Library

There has been a request to create an online library to house documents used by ESIP subcommittees. Christine is contemplating setting up a new Plone site (this is the tool used for our ESIP Planning Site) to house the library. Members have requested that articles be kept on the site in as much as possible. There is concern that links often are removed by organizations and then articles can't be accessed. Currently we are trying to determine if we could only house government or public documents. Christine is looking for ideas on how to appropriately obtain scientific articles for the library also. The Steering Committee supported the idea of using Plone to set up the site. It was suggested that the full reference and links to journal locations (JSTOR or other appropriate journal) be provided for copyrighted materials.
Conference Call: October 20 at 10:00 AM EDT
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